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Thank you Mr. Chairman.

I would like to begin by again thanking the Chairman and the Committee for supporting and ensuring the unprecedented involvement of people with disabilities and non-governmental organizations in this Convention process.  It is my hope that this involvement has and will continue to strengthen the draft text and the negotiation process.   

In order to foster the effective implementation of the Convention, I would like to emphasize the importance of continued coordination among and participation by people with disabilities and relevant non-governmental organizations and stakeholders in the monitoring process.  In addition to the suggestion of the IDC of including people with disabilities and non-governmental organizations in the actual monitoring body, CIR would like to encourage the involvement of non-governmental organizations, which includes disabled people’s organizations, human rights institutions and other relevant stakeholders, in the reporting process of the Convention.   

Therefore, we would like to suggest that provisions on monitoring should specifically address the involvement of non-governmental organizations in the reporting process by stating the following: 

“The Committee shall include representatives of non-governmental organizations with expertise in the field of disability issues or other relevant fields to submit relevant information to the Committee to assist it in its work and to be present and to be heard in its meetings.”

The inclusion of shadow reports in the monitoring mechanisms of international treaties is in an invaluable source of information that serves to compliment those reports provided by the State Parties and also ensures the inclusion of people with disabilities in all aspects of the Convention.  
The involvement of non-governmental organizations already occurs in practice within many of the existing human rights treaty monitoring systems, including the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Woman and the Convention of Economic, Cultural and Social Rights.  The Convention for the Rights of the Child has taken the next step by formally institutionalizing the inclusion of non-governmental reports by allocating and dedicating the last week of the session of the Monitoring Committee to the reporting of coalitions of non-governmental organizations from the countries that are due to report for the upcoming session.  Moreover, the Convention on the Rights of the Child makes specific provision for involving non-governmental organizations and other actors in the work of the Committee as is consistent with the suggestion by the IDC.
The official involvement of non-governmental organizations in the reporting process has also been established in numerous other international treaties, including, for example, the Mine Ban Treaty and the Convention on International Trade In Endangered Species.
We would like to ensure that that this convention explicitly provides for the inclusion of non-governmental organizations in the reporting process, in line with actual practice and consistent with provisions found in many other international treaties.  This lead from practice to provision would build upon the lessons learned from other international conventions.  Moreover, it is consistent with one of the fundamental principles of the convention – the participation and inclusion of people with disabilities – as well as the process by which this treaty is being negotiated.   

Thank you very much.  We would be happy to make our proposal available to those who are interested.  
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