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Who we are

Joint Council is the coordinating body of NGOs of and for persons with disabilities in Hong Kong SAR, China and as an integral partner of Hong Kong Council of Social Service, has a consultative status with ECOSOC. It is a full member of Rehabilitation International and Asian Pacific Disability Forum. Joint Council has intensive and extensive experiences in disability work for many decades in Hong Kong, and also in the world. It is one of the most active players in regional disability movements, and a staunch supporter for the first and second Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, and the Biwako Millennium Framework.



The relevance of the Convention to the Hong Kong situation

Hong Kong SAR, China is a metropolitan city with a population of 6.8 million, and an estimated number of 344,000 persons with disabilities. It has in place a comprehensive rehabilitation programme plan, a disability specific legislation (the Disability Discrimination Ordinance), and a range of legislative measures concerning persons with disabilities. The Basic Law of Hong Kong has incorporated the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women. Moreover, self-help organizations of persons with disabilities are increasingly recognized and involved in policy making in Hong Kong. In spite of these measures, the rights based approach is still far from firmly rooted in the society, and social discrimination against persons with disabilities is frequently reported.

The new convention will ensure GOs to adopt a right-based approach to protect and promote full and effective participation in multi-track approach to the fulfillment of the human rights of persons with disabilities and the achievement of the goals of human and social development.



Our recommendations

Article 4 General Obligations

Joint Council welcomes that the Convention requires States Parties to undertake to mainstream disability issues into economic and social development policies and programmes. However appropriate affirmative measures will be required to ensure persons with disabilities fully realize the rights elaborated by the Convention.

Joint Council supports that the Convention states clearly the State Parties shall involve persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the consultation on development and implementation of policies and legislation to implement the Convention. States Parties have to ensure that information on policies related to the implementation of Convention should be available for persons with disabilities in accessible formats. The consultation should be transparent and have full involvement of stakeholders in the process. 


Article 7 Equality and Non-discrimination

The standard to be adopted by this Article should be consistent with the international human right law. 


Article 8 Right to Life

The right to life of persons with disability is crucial and is a fundamental value in the Convention. It is important to include it in the Convention.


Article 13 Freedom of Expression and Opinion, and Access to Information

Joint Council welcomes that the Convention has emphasized the choice of modes of communication of persons with disabilities when they exercise their right to freedom of expression and opinion. Apart from public information, it is equally important that information provided by services of private entities and mass media should be accessible to persons with disabilities. State Parties should therefore adopt affirmative measures to improve the situation progressively.



Article 18 Participation in Political and Public Life

The participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities is a fundamental right. State Parties should provide measures to ensure their access to election materials and their participation in all stages of the election process. 



Article 19 Accessibility

Accessibility to built environment, transportation and information technology is very crucial for persons with disabilities to fully participate in the society. Apart from public buildings and facilities, it is proposed that public transport infrastructure and transportation modes, as well as the public portion of private buildings and facilities should also be covered by the obligations in the Convention. 



Article 22 Right to Work

Employment is important for persons with disabilities to be able to gain a living by themselves. However, the unemployment rate of persons with disabilities is still much higher than that of the whole population in Hong Kong and similarly in other parts of the world, especially in developing and third world countries. Joint Council suggests that the Convention should protect the right to work of persons with disabilities by proposing affirmative policies such as introduction of quota system through legislation, ensuring adequate supports and accessible accommodations be provided in workplaces, etc. Moreover, vocational rehabilitation services should be provided for those not suitable for open employment. 



Article 25 Monitoring

National mechanisms should be appropriate established or strengthened to ensure effective monitoring of the implementation of the Convention.



About International Cooperation

International Cooperation in the context of the Convention should encourage sharing of resources (human, physical, technical, financial and informational), and be carried out in bilateral, regional and international forums, involving specialized and financial institutions, to support the implementation of the Convention. 

 

 

