Article 17 Education

Prepared by the International Disability Caucus
This Article has two sections.

Section 1 sets out the scope of the provision that is required for children and adults with disabilities to achieve equality of opportunity in education and training.  It is underpinned by the provisions of -

*
The Covenant on the rights of the child (Article 23 clauses 3 and 4, Article 28 paragraph 1, Article 29 paragraph 1); 

*
The Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Article 13, paragraph 1, 2, and Article 14).

IDC clause 1(d), relating to the right to learn and enjoy cultures and languages, is particularly important for deaf and deafblind children and adults.  Learning sign languages and other means and modes of communication  is an essential pre-requisite to participation in the culture of their communities (see also IDC paragraph 2(c)).

Section 2 sets out the measures that IDC considers that States should take to provide the support to children and students with disabilities that are required to enable full benefit to be derived from the provisions of IDC Section 1.

It is not only necessary to ensure that suitable equipment and teaching materials are provided.  The educational establishment as well as its teaching methods and curricula, must be designed from conception to implementation to encapsulate the needs of all children and students, including those with disabilities, thereby incorporating the principles of universal design.  This is necessary to ensure that the full inclusion of as many disabled children and students as possible is achieved.

IDC paragraph 2(d) draws attention to the need to enable blind, deaf and deafblind children and young persons to have the choice of education in their own groups and settings.  IDC considers this is necessary because of the major communication barriers that have to be addressed to enable these children and students to have the opportunity to achieve their full educational potential.  

Significant staff skills, educational resources and equipment are required to ensure that a full and balanced curriculum is accessible to children and students with sensory impairments.  Not all community schools have the capability to deliver these facilities.  Hence the need to provide choice. 

