The World Federation of the Deaf, the World Blind Union and the World Federation of the Deafblind. Working with the International Disability Caucus at the 6th Ad Hoc Committee Meeting.

Article 17

Statement on Inclusive Education for Persons who are Deaf, Blind and 
Deafblind: The Rationale for Choice in Education
2 August, 2005
To the Officers and Delegates to the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:

We, as representatives of the World Federation of the Deaf, the World Blind Union and the World Federation of the Deafblind, wish to commend the Ad Hoc Committee and its inclusive processes for ensuring that the final convention represents the ultimate goal we all wish for: independence and self-determination for all the citizens of our global society and support for the diverse needs, abilities and perspectives of people with disabilities. 

Summary of Points:

Article 17 focuses on education, one of the most fundamental human rights and needs.  
We urge you to support the proposed draft on Article 17, as submitted by IDC.  Our major points are: 
· We support inclusive, barrier-free quality education for all.

· All people with disabilities have the human right to life, access to information and learning, self-determination, independence, citizenship, employment and community services.

· Education is fundamental to those human rights and freedoms.  Inappropriate education or no access to education makes a mockery of those fundamental human rights.

· IDC shares our support for the right of children who are Blind, Deaf and Deaf-Blind  to choices in educational settings.
· We support the inclusion of persons with disabilities and their respective organizations in educational planning, implementation and employment at all levels.

Quality Education as a means to Quality Life
Education is a basic necessity for all people. Education is recognised as a primary means for gaining independence, citizenship rights, appropriate employment, economic power and self-determination.  We promote and safeguard the right of all people to quality education, starting at birth and throughout life. The United Nation's (UN) position that all people, regardless of origin, gender, age, disability and creed, have the right to a meaningful education.
Like all children, children who are Deaf, Blind or Deafblind must have access to equal and quality education.  They have the right to expect that their needs and human, linguistic and educational rights are respected and supported by educational authorities, in full compliance with international policy statements, national legislation and national curricula.  These children are born with the same basic capacities for learning and living as all children; they can and should reach their full potential with quality educational programmes and support.

Attendance at a mainstream school does not necessarily result in social inclusion for people who are Blind, Deaf or Deaf-Blind. There is evidence that many of them are socially isolated in mainstream schools. A quality education, regardless of its setting, facilitates the full development of their potential and is the best means of ensuring full participation and inclusion in the community.

The Current Situation
Studies reveal that the enrolment rate and literacy achievement of children who are Deaf, Blind or Deaf-Blind is far below the average for the population at large.  Without appropriate education, advancement in society as an independent, employed, contributing citizen becomes problematic.  Without a strong educational, languages skills and communication base, it is difficult to succeed in today’s communities and marketplaces and in the world of technology and information.  

We take the unequivocal position that there is no excuse for this deplorable gap, since these children display the same range of innate intellectual, social and emotional capacities, as do all children.  

Moreover, even in industrialised countries, their rights are violated daily in the majority of current education programmes which do not recognize, respect and meet the different needs of different children, whether it be Sign language, Braille and mobility training, adult role models with the same disability, and so on.  For Deaf children, most education programmes fall into the language deprivation category described in theoretical models of education of linguistic minorities. “Language deprivation” for Deaf people means ignoring the use of Sign language as a linguistic human right, a basic communication means, a language of instruction and a school subject. Deaf-Blind people may predominantly depend on their tactile sense and have the right to learn sign language, Braille and mobility skills.  Deprivation for Blind children means ignoring their need for mobility training, assistive devices and communication skills.  
Children and Choices
We are concerned by the counterproposals at the AHC which attempt to end our right to choice in educational settings under the guise of “including everyone in community schools.”  Ending the right to choose learning centres with one’s peers who share the disability would be to create defacto segregation in public schools where children who are Deaf, Blind and Deaf-Blind would be physically present but mentally and socially absent. The low incidence and demographic distribution of Blind, Deaf and Deaf-Blind children means that it is very difficult to establish appropriate or quality education and peer support at a local level between children of similar ages and interests. The application of an ideological approach based only on the provision of education of disabled children at mainstream schools would deny Blind, Deaf and Deaf-Blind people the opportunity to achieve their full potential. 
Ineffective education will lead to high costs in post-education rehabilitation training and services.  Deprivation of choice should not be one of the tenets of this landmark Convention on Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Education is in itself not a place or a goal, but a continuous, life-long process enabling everyone to acquire multiple skills needed to become an independent, educated, employed, self-actualising, participating and contributing citizen of one’s community and society.  Therefore the states must assure quality education and spectrums of settings.
Diversity of views within the Deaf, Blind and Deaf-Blind community

It has been argued that there are diverging views on the appropriateness of specialist or mainstream education for Deaf, Blind and Deafblind people, and that this diversity in some way undermines the call for the right to chose to be educated in specialist settings. We acknowledge the diversity of views of Deaf, Blind and Deaf-Blind people concerning the choice of special or mainstream provision. We believe that choices are necessary because of this diversity. One size can not fit all.

Inclusive Education
Many policy-makers today strongly support full inclusion in education, which they interpret to mean full-scale mainstreaming of all disabled students with all students in regular schools near their homes.  

While such a goal may be generally appropriate for many disabled learners who can hear or see and interact with their peers and teachers, we have serious differences regarding implementation of this concept for Deaf, Blind and Deaf-Blind learners.  

Full inclusion for a Deaf, Blind and Deafblind learner means a totally accessible, supportive, and student-centred environment.  This permits the learner to develop to his/her full educational, social and emotional potential and to participate fully in society as an active, independent and self-determining citizen. 
It is clear from the previous paragraphs that there is no one educational solution that is suitable for all deaf, blind and deafblind children. There is a spectrum of different educational needs which have to be met by a corresponding spectrum of educational provision. Some will do best in local mainstream schools; others will require special education to achieve their full potential. That is why  the World Federation of the Deaf, the World Blind Union and the World Federation of the DeafBlind and IDC advocate the right for Deaf, Blind and Deafblind people to choose the type of educational setting most appropriate for their individual needs and goals. The application of an ideological approach based only on the provision of education of disabled children at mainstream schools would deny Deaf, Blind and Deafblind people the opportunity to achieve their full potential.

Our request to the Ad Hoc Committee
The World Federation of the Deaf, the World Blind Union and the World Federation of the DeafBlind therefore urges the Ad Hoc Committee to adopt a text based on paragraph 2 (d) prepared by the IDC for Article 17:
c) providing blind, deaf and deafblind children and young persons the right to choose education in their own groups and settings, where they shall be provided with the same level of support and standards, consistent with other provisions in this article; 

We thank you and welcome questions from you on how our organizations can work with the UN, UNESCO and States on meeting the educational needs of all learners. 
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