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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

My organization would like to propose the addition of language for Article 21, sub-paragraph k ter. which is –
Ensure that persons with disabilities shall not be denied nutrition and hydration necessary to preserve or sustain that person’s life, regardless of method of administration or perceived quality of life
Also, we would like to propose k quat – 

Ensure that persons with disabilities shall not be denied medical, life-preserving treatment, with the intent of ending the disabled person’s life.

Because people with disabilities are often perceived by others as having a lower quality of life, they are in the greatest danger of being denied life-preserving medical treatment on an equal basis with others.  They are also in great danger of being denied nutrition and hydration, food and fluids.
In the recent case here in America, Terri Shiavo was thirsted and starved to death.  Terri was denied all medical treatment, food and fluids not because she was mentally disabled, but because her disability allowed others to label her as having a poor quality of life.  Even though she was not dying and not even sick, she was still killed.  In most nations of the world, if someone starved and thirsted an animal to death they would be jailed.  But it is legal to do this to a person with disabilities.
We hear the statement, the “right to die”, but it is important to remember that this so called right is only available to persons with disabilities.  Death is not a medical treatment, and the “right to die” for people with disabilities will soon become a “duty to die”.  In a time of limited medical resources, it is persons with disabilities toward whom euthanasia will be directed.
Killing a person with disabilities by thirst is especially heinous.  The withholding of food and fluids, thereby causing death by thirst and dehydration is nothing less than torture.
As a landmine survivor, I am speaking as someone who knows what it is like to suffer terribly from extreme dehydration.  I had to go through a period of severe thirst for medical reasons.  During this time of thirst, my lips split from dryness; I had ulcers in my mouth; my tongue swelled until I could barely talk; and my eyes had to be washed with fluids because my tear ducts dried up from dehydration.
Thirst is the worst kind of torture.  If the killing of persons with disabilities by denying them food and fluids is not outlawed specifically by this convention, then persons with disabilities will be denied, on an equal basis with others, the same protection against torture that is afforded all other people.
What good is it to build ramps into hospitals if once inside, persons with disabilities can be denied life-preserving medical treatment, and food and fluids because of their disability and perceived poor quality of life?
Thank you

