UNESCO STATEMENT ON EDUCATION ARTICLE 17

Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates.  On behalf of UNESCO, I wish to thank the Chair for giving us the opportunity to address this Ad Hoc Committee. UNESCO is deeply committed to ensuring the success of this Convention and will work diligently with our partners in promoting the right to education for persons with disabilities.

UNESCO wishes to commend member states, IDA and the International Disability Caucus all of whom have been working extensively on strengthening the education article in terms of promoting inclusion.

UNESCO supports efforts to strengthen the Working Group text, as promoting the right to education for persons with disabilities is essential to achieving the Education for All goal number 2 of “complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality by 2015”.

We thus welcome the numerous proposals of adding the word “quality” as it is consistent with the Salamanca Declaration, as pointed out by Chile, as well as with the language of the EFA goals.  

We greatly appreciate the Australian text promoting an inclusive education system, however suggest maintaining the formulation of ‘child’ from the WG text as the denotation ‘student’ throughout the text could effectively exclude “out of school” children. UNESCO wishes to stress the importance of providing a clear reference to children in this article as it clarifies the obligation of states and reinforces their reporting practices, in terms of education to the CRC and an eventual monitoring mechanism for this Convention. In turn, appropriate language can be incorporated to indicate that the right to education extends to all persons, youth and adults.

UNESCO defines inclusion in education as a process of addressing and responding to the diversity of learners by increasing participation in learning and reducing exclusion within and from education.
 The objective is to support education for all, with special emphasis on removing barriers to participation, as South Africa effectively pointed out, for children with disabilities and out-of-school children.  

The overall goal, is a school, which adapts to the needs of all learners and where all children are participating and treated equally – it is thus imperative that the word ALL, effectively includes children with disabilities.
Article 17 is particularly pertinent to providing UNESCO with a comprehensive legal instrument to work with member states in order to ensure that children with disabilities are planned for in National Education Plans. 
It is increasingly evident that if we are to reach the Education for All goals, concerted efforts need to be made to guarantee that children with disabilities are provided access to quality education in the regular school system. 

Toward this end, UNESCO has a number of so-called Flagships, nine of which are intended to further EFA goals through partnerships with the international community and members of civil society. 

This Convention would serve to reinforce the EFA flagship initiative on the Right to Education for Persons with Disabilities: Towards Inclusion, which includes membership from IDA organizations and various UN agencies.  The Flagship seeks to ensure that children with disabilities are given the same right to education, as for all other children.

There is an estimated 140 million children out of school, a large majority of them are children with disabilities and over 57%, according the 2005 EFA Global Monitoring Report, are girls.  Coupled with this alarming fact is the increased number of illiterate individuals in the world – estimated at 860 million people.  The undeniable link between poverty and education cannot be overlooked. 

We also wish to underscore the importance of education as an empowerment right and prerequisite towards exercising and achieving other civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. In this regard, we support Chile’s initial suggestion to omit progressive realization as it would strengthen the Working Group text.

UNESCO would like to highlight that promoting inclusion in education also implies allowing for choice (as stipulated in article 13 of the ICESCR) for groups such as the deaf, blind and deaf-blind and we also support the stance of Thailand indicating that inclusiveness does not mean supporting one model, but that the entire system be inclusive.

Toward this end, we likewise support the language of the EU proposal, which refers to appropriate “effective alternative forms of education” in meeting these educational needs and in the interest of promoting full inclusion. Such language is consistent with this important principle of choice.  Furthermore, we fully support adding the principle of non-discrimination to the chapeau, as it stresses the key findings of the former Special Rapporteur on the right to education, who identified discrimination as a major barrier to achieving the right to education.  It is likewise consistent with the 1960 UNESCO Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination in Education.

I have five final points to highlight in relation to our discussion. I will try to be brief.

First is that the obligation to provide primary education for all is one of the rare provisions which, according to General Comment on this article, is an immediate duty for all States parties given that the wording of article 13 (2) of the ICESCR provides that, “States parties are obliged to prioritize the introduction of compulsory, free primary education”. 25/ This interpretation of article 13 (2) is reinforced by the priority accorded to primary education in article 14.
 

Second, in terms of the suggestion to substitute basic for primary, we wish to highlight that primary education is not synonymous with basic education although there is close correspondence between the two. In this regard, the General Comment recognises that: "Primary education is the most important component of basic education.
 

Third, we strongly echo Costa Rica’s call for highlighting human rights education (as also supported in Israel’s suggestion), particularly in light of UNESCO’s cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, which led to the adoption of a World Programme for Human Rights Education following the Decade for Human Rights Education.

Fourth, we wish to recognize ILO’s efforts to promote vocational training, as such measures provide essential link between education and effective inclusion in society.

Finally we wish support the concerns raised by IDA members regarding institutionalization of persons with disabilities as such measures are incompatible with promoting their right to education. 

UNESCO looks forward to seeing the prompt adoption and implementation of this Convention, which will enable the international community to realize our EFA goals by 2015.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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