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лп~. снА1г~1иаш,

The Argentine Republic, on behalf of the MERCOSUR and Associated States- • Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Chile, Cok~nbla, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru , Uruguay and V~~ezuela- wishes to express its satisfactlv~ at
having been elected as Chair of this Conference. We are convinced that dining this mandate excellent
work w111 be carried out, and we also wish to express our willingness to cooperate with the Conference
dürlrtg the coиraе of the follo~irng weeks.

MR. CHAIRMAN,

We rec~y~ize the contribution and qualitative difference chat the United Nations Program of Action to
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Sma11 Amts anд Light Wea¡~ns in All its Aspects
(UNPOA) has represented in order to provide a comp~ehe~sive аnд multidimensional response to the
Qroblems arising from such illicit activities .

This instrument has been a fundamental tool that, over a period of five years, has consolidated as a
process and common reference point to identify the activities that we as Member States must carry out at
national, regional and global level in order to deal with this problem .

t~c~~evSr, we are still concerned about the effects manufacture, transfer аnд circulation illicit firearms,
which in many regions of the world have a very wide range of consequences and challenge the
sustainabe development of our societies.

For this reason, consid~fi~g that many masks aге sú11 pending, we consider it important to continue
boosting , within the f~am~work of the Uпгtеd Nations , the consolidation of cooperation at intemational level
in order to face this threat , anд today we have an unique opportunity to carry out this task .

MR. CHAIRMAN,

The MERCOSUR and Associated States consider it imperative for this Conference to renew its
co~rmitment to stre~gthe~ this instrument through its íu11 implementation , clarification of current
recommendations аnд identification of absent topics , which become necessary to improve the
intemational response to this problem .

The ~ERGOSUR аnд Associated States have actively participated in th~ negotiation of the final document
to be adopted at this Conference. We are convinced that thе document must reaffirm thе objectives of this
Program of Action, make a reliab a diagnosis of its implementation and launch a negotiation process in
respect oá additional instruments , preferably of a legally binding, in order to ensure its strengthening . Such
additional measures must reflect a minimum common denominator befinreen the different needs of each
region and their respective countries .

We welcome this i~fo~rnal consultations process which has taken place along previous months, as it has
made it possible cu~e~tly to have a working document which we hope will enable the achievement of
progress and substantive result at this Conference . In this regard , thе countries of the ~ERCOSUR and
Associated States note with satisfaction the inclusion in such document of certain topics which we
consider of h~~h p~ority and hope to see reflected in the final document .

МА. CHAIRMAW,

Please, let me refer specifically to some of these topics .

Firstly, c~ope~ation aid assistance. The Program of Action recognizes them as essential tools to achieve
the impteme~riati~~ of thе recommended measures . In this regard, although we recognize that
govemme~ts are prima~ly responsible for ensuring the resources to implement such measures, an
effective response against the illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons requires thе coordination of



Fiá Uy, we. wqukt like. tqt see that substantive resultss inn respect of cixil possessionn of firearms, and urge
States to strengthen regulations an acquisition and possession of arms to prevent the diversion of legally
acquired arms towards the illegal market. We consider that this is important for the effective application of
other controls at national level . For this reason, we believe it is important to exchange information on the
regulation systems at national level .

R CHAIRMAN,

Finally, 1 wish to refer to the follow-up mechanisms . Member States, in accordance with General Assembly
ResoIutiçi. 6Q/1, have agreed . to setaf l eh. an, agenda to face the is ue of illicit trafficking beyond the year
2006. This should involve the strengthening of current mechanisms in order to regularly assess the
progress in the implementation of the Program of Action and to negotiate additional documents for their
strengthening . Therefore, we believe that The Biannual Meetings are the appropriate forum for the
progress of such negotiations and we ask the Review Conference to grant a clear mandate to the
Meetings .

Additionally, we support the holding of intersessional meetings for cooperation, assistance and exchange
of information, which could also become mechanisms for follow-up of the instruments resulting from the
Program of Action .

MR. CHAIRMAN,

On several occasions we have identified the consequences that the problem of the illicit trafficking in small
aims and light weapons has on our society with respect to civil security and, in particular, its impact on
crime levels. Here, the MERCOSUR and Associated Stateswish to direct attention towards the need to
strengthen the international response considering all the dimensions in which this problem becomes
evident.

With this mandate, we have come to this Review Conference with a commitment to make our best efforts
to help to achieve global commitments which will continue to ensure an effective response that furthers
the welfare and development of our societies .

THANK YOU.


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3

