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Zaragoza, Spain. 3-5 October 2011

Water Planning towards
Green Economy in the Ebro
River Basin
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surface: 85.500 km?

inhabitants: 3.020.000

35 inhab/km?

average precipitation: 622 mm
high irregularity in time and space

water scarcity
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The challenges for water planning and the
Green Economy in the Ebro

- The importance of the agrofood complex (one fith
of the agrarian production and one third of the meat
supply of the Spanish economy). 700.000 ha of
Irrigated farmland.
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The challenges for water planning and the
Green Economy in the Ebro

-Highly competitive power
generation sector in the

river basin
7

- The Ebro valley is also ;
an industrial corridor of
high importance
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The challenges for water planning and the
Green Economy in the Ebro

-Ebro River Basin Authority working since 1926

- In the past: to foster development (hydroelectricity
and irrigation)
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The challenges for water planning and the
Green Economy in the Ebro

-Now:=-reconciling
economic growth with
the protection and
Improvement of water
resources, sustainable
development,
transition towards
green economy within
the framework of
Integrated water
resources
management
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The challenges for water planning and the Green
Economy in the Ebro

- Increasing water demands

- New environmental requirements. Water Framework
Directive >

- New water planning
(Hydrological plan for the Ebro basin):

OBJECTIVES: -

- Meet water demands

- Achieve good status
In water bodies
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Planning towards Green Economy in the Ebro
River Basin

¢ Institutional framework for transparent
stakeholder involvement and to favor public
participation

- Long tradition in public participation. There are
several participatory bodies in the Ebro Basin
Authority where regions, municipalities, central
government and civil society take part in the
decision making process

- Active iInvolvement under the umbrella of the
Water Framework Directive
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Planning towards Green Economy in the Ebro
River Basin

¢ Establishing ambitious environmental objectives

(85 % of water bodies in good status by 2015).
Programme of measures

¥ %«‘: GOBIERNO  MINISTERIO CONFEDERACION

DE ESPANA  DE MEDIO AMBIENTE HIDROGRAFICA
; ¥ MEDIO RURALY MARINO  DELEBRO






e

GOBIERNO
DE ESPANA

Planning towards Green Economy in the Ebro
River Basin

¢ Creating opportunities for productive uses
respecting environmental standards

Emphasis is placed on an ambitious program no
modernize the irrigation systems (water efficiency
and reduction of diffuse polution)
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Planning towards Green Economy in the Ebro
River Basin

¢ The building up of strategy to manage
uncertainty including drought management and
flood control

- Special Action Plan in Situation of drought

_ SERVAS SOTONERA, MEDIANO Y EL GRADO,BUBAI

UMBRALES DE SEQU[A iNDICE DE ESTADO

(Si Vi>=Vmed; le=1/2%(1+(Vi-Vmed)/(Vmax-Vmed)) y si Vi<Vmed ; le=(Vi-Vmin)/(2*(Vmed-Vmin))
le>0.5 Estable; 0.5>le>0.3 Prealerta; 0.3>le>0.15 Alerta; 0.15>le Emergencia

MENSUALES

Indice medio

1988/89

1989/90

1990/91
1991/92

1992/93

1993/94

1994/95

1995/96

1996/97
1997/98

1998/99

1999/00

2000/01

GOBIERNO MINISTERIO CONFEDERACION
DE ESPANA  DE MEDIO AMBIENTE HIDROGRAFICA 2006/07 1
Y MEDIO RURALY MARINO  DEL EBRO 2007108
2008/09 | 0,437 | 0,498 | 0,451 | 0,605 | 0,719 |




CONCLUSION (1)

The Ebro Water Plan is a social opportunity to build
a system of water management which is ethical,
efficient and sustainable within the Ebro River
Basin in Spain. Under the principles of Integrated
Water Resources Management includes ambitious
environmental objectives, at least 85.3% of river
water bodies will achieve good status by 2015, but
It also contributes to sustainable growth,
strengthening the agro-food complex in the Ebro
valley and the role of water as an energy source in
a future which relies on energy from mostly
renewable sources, and encourages the inclusion
of new uses of water, such as recreational uses.
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CONCLUSION (2)

The commitment to reduce pollution and the efforts
to increase water efficiency are keystones of a
process contributing to a green growth. In
particular, modernization of irrigation in Ebro basin
IS a necessary action for efficient water
management and reduction of diffuse pollution,
whereas simultaneously, facilitate a higher
productivity and, as a whole, a better water
footprint balance in Spain. On the other hand,
reducing pollution from point sources implies the
creation of many green jobs. All in all, 56% of all
the investments considered in the Ebro Water Plan
are to improve water environmental status.
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Thank you for your attention

http://www.chebro.es

rgalvan@chebro.es


http://www.chebro.es/�
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