
 
How are we heading for Rio, the 

MDGs and beyond ? 



• Output of Water in the 
Green Economy in 
Practice: Towards Rio+20’  

• provides proposals based 
on the analysis of existing 
practice 

• lessons for scaling up in 
developing and transition 
countries 

• Do more with less, 
overcome barriers, 
harness opportunities & 
change behaviours 



Loci of Change 

Change 
towards a 

green 
economy 

Agriculture 

Industry 

Cities 

Watersheds 



Water &the Green Economy in Practice: 
Tool Areas 

Economic Instruments 

Financing Water Development 

Investments in natural capital 

Technology 

Green Jobs 

Water planning 



 Environmental or green taxes      

Water and sanitation charges     

Marginal pricing to incorporate water scarcity value      

 Fees       

 Subsidies     

Markets and trading    

 Payment for ecosystem services  

 Consumer-driven accreditation and certification     

 Scarcity signaling Insurance schemes     

 Buy-back of water use rights for the environment 

Economic Instruments 1 



Example: Subsidies 



 Improve effectiveness of existing financing 
 Increase efficiency of govt. spending (PERs) 
 Quality & Efficient public water&energy services 
 Improve economic returns of utilities to improve access to funds 
 Tariffs to reflect real financial, resource, environmental costs 
 Innovative funding schemes for results based decentralized 

initiatives like WOPs 
 Focused financing for poverty reduction and equity 
 Reducing capital needs by prioritizing small scale, labour-intensive 

options 
 Improving local level access to capital 
 Involve private sector  
 Prioritize government investment in stimulating  

 

Financing 



Example:  
Pro-poor 
tariffs 



Investing in biodiversity protection and in the 
protection of water providing ecosystems 

Implementing properly designed Payment for 
Ecosystem Services  

Implementing strategies to restore degraded 
river systems, guarantee environmental flows, 
recover floodplains, etc. 

Investments in Natural 
Capital 



Example: Payment for Ecosystem Services 



 Improving technology choice  
 Technology transfers and knowledge transfer through IT 
 Adoption of existing water efficient technologies; 
 International financing to support adoption; 
 Hail success stories and learn from other sectors; 
 Expand access to technologies; 
 Reform global intellectual property regime; 
 Improvement of skills  
 Green business structures (from charity to investment); 
 Balance high-tech and low cost  
 International cooperation on R&D 

Technology 



Example: GIS 



 Design and implement labour policies and actions that 
stimulate market dynamism and job creation while 
reducing conflict  

 Apply active education and human capital policies that 
adapt workforces in the acquisition of ‘green skills’ 

 During the transition, provide social protection and use 
education and training policies to help unskilled 
workers and promote their inclusion in emerging 
sectors 

 Improve governance/institutional arrangements to 
enhance dialogue, improve management and promote 
empowerment 

Green Jobs 



Example 



Agree on the balance b/w water use & 
conservation 

Harness opportunities & address environmental 
and development challenges 

Building governance and institutional capabilities; 
Coordinate public policies; 
Stakeholder engagement and public participation; 
Align private decisions with collective goals; 
Establish collective responses to scarcity and risk 

Water Planning 



Example 



Key Messages from UN-Water 
Conference on Green Economy (1) 
1. Achieving a green economy is not possible without 

ensuring everyone has access to basic water and 
sanitation services.  

2. Transitioning to a green economy in water requires a 
shift from current practice.  

3. Creating incentives for improving efficiency is 
appropriate where basic water and sanitation services 
are already being provided. 

4. There is an important role for social dialogue and for 
communities in the provision of water services.  

  



5. The transition to a green economy requires mobilising more 
funds, but also requires  increasing efficiencies to make 
better use of the limited financial resources available.  

6. Investing in the improvement of biodiversity is critical for 
sustaining or restoring the water-related services provided 
by ecosystems.  

7. Governments need to facilitate innovation and adoption of 
greener water provision and water use technologies 

8. Water planning is a powerful social tool for identifying the 
best way to use water resources to meet the competing 
needs of different users 

Key Messages from UN-Water 
Conference on Green Economy (2) 
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