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Statement by H.E. Mr, Amiaiva Naidu
(Permapent itep resentative of the Repnbliv of the Fiji 1o ths United Nistiops)
Head ot Delezation of the Government of Fiji
tg the Internativny) Confcrenice on Finaucing for Devejogment
Maonteviey City, Mexico, 18-22 Maixh 2002
Mr. Chairman,

Lisunguished Delepates,

Fiji i proud to be participating in this Impuztant event at the International Cunference on
Financing for Development My Guvernment thanks the Goveiument and the prople uf
Mexico Tor their warm hospitality and excellen| organizations, and facilities in hosting
this landmark event.

Mr Chaingan, the lasues before us this week are critical for [uture glebal sstainalbic
development, Srmall Island Developing States (SIDS) like my own country, Fiji and other
devetaping countries, hold great hapes for the mectings sutcones, The draft declaralivn
provides an excelient plalform to advance the challenges of addressing sustainahlc
Hrancing issucy for devclopment. Therefore the Monteiicy Confereice will he the
leunching ped for mobilising alobal awarensss 2l commitments by all stakcholders, and
ta engrnder successful and tangihle development regults.

Fiit recognises the need 1o align any agreed finzncial framewok from this conference
willi the Milleanium Nevelupment Goals {MDGs) of the United Nations, and with the
implomentation projections that will ewerge ffom the World Suumit op Sustainahle
Development, We are aplunistic that these glohal mitiatives will build on cach vther's
strengths rather than to undermine their comman nd overarching vision of sustginabic
Jevelopment.

As a SIDS economy, L'y’s participation in the world ECOLOMY i8 besct with numerong
challenges, We sulfer specific handicaps arisiug from the interplay of fictors such as
smalliess,  remotenegg, gengraphical  dispersians,  euvironmenta and  economie
vulnerabilitics wich as nugural disasters and « limited intcrpal marked in addition to the
gereral ;nubleme faocd by the developing countries,

Today, the (win-forces of glohalisation and trade likeralisaton have quickened] glubal
developments {0 an alarmiuy pace, and widen the sups between the haveg an have-nots,

Reiug smali and vulnerable, Fiji hag had to sacrifive and struggle to survive. To that end,
our collertive commitments this wesk must be progressive and visionary to advance the
real voncerns end threals o our survival.  The cuirent trend eqn rende developing
countries, inchiding wmine on g contimung downward spiral in the immediate future unless
substantive [nancial ond monsi y measures are put in place by the glohal financial
ingtinitions. At the sume time all stake hulders need to mobilire necessary efforts for
increased (nancial resources fuwards achieving sustainalile developrment in the wild,
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It 13 imperative, therefore that the Monterey Crenference i3 conclided successfully. Ty
thal end, our eollective commitments this week must he progressive ang visionary to
advanec the redl concerns and thieats to our rurvival, We Covisage real progress ag
achicvable in all ‘ccononijeg if the relevant proccsses are participatory, fiilly gendered and
holigtic Thew only can we hope 10 inclusively share the bencits of siobalisation, which
are (o be distritngted =yuitably amongs( all societies and peoples of this wirld.

Mi- Chairman, makiuyg sustaingblc tin ancing available js a key element in the e udication
of povorty, Urough  leng-tesu sustined ecoiwmic Rrowth and (he promotian of
sustuinable developmem in )] developing countnes Tl commitments Ly the
development paniners ro increasingly mobilige financial resourees are caucial, The World
Rank estimate of an annual injection of 115340.360 billion into e system is conservative
Yot courageous. We need morc antiony if We arc serioys shout mecting (i development
targels of halving extreme puverty by 2015,

Mt Chaicuran, Fiji believes (hut actions start at howse. 1t is the responsibility of individyy!
courtries 1o formuilnie appropriate and efleirive policiex aud development straleses that
are conducive 1o sustainahie lony-term devetnpments. Countries must be in charge of
their owm developments und policies musi be locally ownel and home grown. Thiz i
indecd the underpifining premiye of the MIM s,

Limited resource base and constrained capacities for develpment vig-i-yis the
inlernational Bnaneial Stiucturea and trading systems and nuley present prohlemy for Fiji
nationally, for uur region, and for the internatiaal tommunity. we nced the supnort of
the development rartiey through the mschgaigms tdentifted {n the outcme Jocument,
We nced an increase in [N 'o our region, previctable markes 3Lcest and transparent

With this thinking we offer for recugmition gng consideration at this conference severg]
eritical isses. First, the scarcity of domestic financial TES0UTCes i a constratnt on sociy.
SCOLUIC Progress any impedes our gnals uf attaining stainable devcloprani. For SIDg
these are due 1o 2 combination uf factors ranging from sconomics, geomraphical and
environmental, which we inharitcd nat by desien but fram udture and arc ths beyond olr
contro).

Second, & strony, dedicgted an ¥enuine international COMmitments is in order fram the
developed world to creaie new oppnctunities for developing countries. Tt is vita] thot
developing cowures gre assisted with aych Opportunities ta enable us eqrq higler
Inctmes to deal with tiie perenmial problems we face today yuch sg boverty, HIV/AIDS
and go on.
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A third priority area fi 2Ction {5 to sai up collaborative mevhanismg to biild and support
capacities ol the developing countries, in Patlicular the snwll and Vilnarable, 10
Parbcipate in internatiog] fora, arhculate thejr plights or succesacs aqy there malce
declsions that afTeer them and their fupyre,

‘=solrees where they are needed mogt, Only then van we meet the newdg of the Poor 4nd
Vitlnerahle and grive hope and dignity to ther lives.

I'thank vewr foy ¥our attenting,

Lk T LT AETRRAT V4 Ll LT PP




