Permanent Mission of Germany
to the United Nations

Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul,
Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development,

Germany

United Nations General Assembly
High Level Plenary Meeting
Separate Meeting on Financing for Development
New York, 14 September 2005

Check against delivery!



Ladies and gentlemen,

- When the United Nations was founded 60 years ago, the international
community had just experienced a horrific world war. The nations were
determined to master a new beginning together. They were united for a better

world.

- At the Millennium Summit five years ago, our focus was on achieving justice
for our global world. We strive for a world of peace, a better world which

provides opportunities also to the poor and vulnerable.

- The central challenge of the 21st century is how to translate the
inextricable link between development, peace and human rights into practical

policies.

- Itis only at the global level that we can answer this question - only with

a United Nations that is capable of action can we enforce the might of the

law and end the practice of "might is right™. Let us not miss this chance!

It has to be "good global governance”. The UN alone provides a universal forum for both

consensus building and setting of necessary standards.

- Attempts to weaken the UN failed. That is good news.
We very much welcome that in the outcome document the MDGs have been reaffirmed
and, at the same time momentum has been added to our e fforts to reach timely and

effectively our ambitious goals, in particular the 0,7 per cent target.



- Among the many innovative elements in the Dra ft Outcome Document a particularly
important item is the establishment of the Peace Building Commission which we fully
endorse. The Commission will be an important instrument to meet the interlinked

challenges of both, development and security.

- Giving shape to global good governance is a historic task. It becomes
feasible if we take action as a large community - with a common vision for a

better future. The ongoing reform of the UN to this aim is a pressing neccessitiy.

- This vision is not only shared by most governments of our world. At the 20th
World Youth Day four weeks ago in Cologne, | found that it goes far beyond

that realm.

- It fills me with hope that the young people of the 21st century are
formulating their visions of a just and peaceful world. I have promised them
to convey their visions to you. It is up to us to give young people a chance

to make their dream come true. Their visions are our obligations.

- It is here and today that we are setting the tracks for a world without
poverty, for peace and security. What have we done so far in order to

realise these visions? What do we still have to do?

- The Millennium Declaration and following impo rtant Summits like those of Monterrey

and Johannesburg have laid a new foundation for a global



partnership between developing and industrialised countries - a partnership
with clearly assigned responsibilities, a partnership in which we work
together to solve global problems. In this connection, human rights, and
especially women's and children’s rights, are key to achieving the

Millennium Development Goals.

- The concept of good governance and targeted support has resulted in very
practical progress. And here's one of the best examples: in those heavily
indebted countries which have reached Decision Point under the debt relief
initiative, social spending rose from 5.8 billion US dollars to 9.1 billion

US dollars between 1999 and 2003.

- But: The scandal that 30,000 children
die from avoidable diseases every day demands of us every day additional
efforts by all of us. This is why we adopted a concrete schedule in the EU

for the first time to reach 0.51% by 2010 and the 0.7% target by 2015.

- In addition to the statement of the EU, which | fully support, | would like

to highlight three challenges.

- First, external support will bear fruit only if it is accompanied by ownership

and good governance in the developing countries. This refers as well to the mobilisation
of domestic funds for development.

With a view to the whole own potential of developing countries, | am also thinking of

what can be offered by pro-development trade liberalisation. We in the industrialised



countries in particular must play our part in reducing trade barriers and agricultural
export-subsidies. If trade is to make any contribution at all to the timely achievement of
the MDGs, we need decisions in the WTO now - and not five years from now. | have

been working hard to achieve that.

- Second, the high oil price is a heavy burden on the poorest developing

and oil importing countries in particular. They have a loss of 2,7% GDP. There are two
obvious conclusions. For one thing, we must rely on renewable energy to a greater
degree than ever before.

For another, we must seek to achieve greater transparency and action in oil

markets. This is precisely the point of an initiative which Germany tabled within the
framework of the G8. The United Nations, the IMF and the World Bank should

take up this concern.

- Third, we must embark on new paths when it comes to financing for
development. Global tasks such as poverty reduction and the preservation of
our natural environment must be solved on a global scale - and this means

that there is also need for financial instruments on a comparable scale.

- I would also like to strongly encourage as many countries as possible to
endorse the declaration prepared for this Summit in the context of the implementation of

the Action Against Hunger and Poverty, which was initiated by President Lula.

- Especially when it comes to tasks such as the protection of biodiversity, we

cannot expect developing countries to shoulder these tasks alone. This idea, which is



part of the Rio agenda, must be developed further. This involves user charges,

property rights to local knowledge and natural resources which rightfully

belong to the developing countries themselves. In the industrialised countries, property
rights have long since become a matter of course. Why should that not be the case

for developing countries?

We need worldwide disarmament. And we also need nuclear disarmament of all
countries involved. It is obscene that global spending on armaments has now reached a
level of more than a trillion US dollar, while global expenditure on development
cooperation is only 78 billion US dollars. | therefore call on all players

to shift expenditure priorities towards development.

- We strive for a better world - we are united for a better world. Only if we
work together will we be able to make this vision of a just, secure world
come true. Even if it will be a difficult road - we owe it to ourselves to

make this vision come true. We owe it to the young people of our world.

Thank you very much.
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