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Mr. President,

In September 2000, we identified our common vision for the future of the
United Nations, and committed ourselves to undertake certain responsibilities
towards our peoples, our societies, and the international community at large. We
also committed to shoulder our responsibility towards our Organization which we
established 60 years ago as a forum to uphold the principles of human dignity,
equality, justice and towards the maintenance of international peace and security.

Today, and while the world has witnessed significant events over the past five

years, we gather once again in New York to examine which of those basic
commitments we managed to fulfill, and agree on the way forward towards
achieving the other objectives that we failed to fulfill.
We should carry out our examination of the future with a common understanding of
the nature of the threats and challenges we are facing, and based on the conviction
of the uniformity of our objectives and principles as enshrined in the United Nations
Charter, which has been and will remain the solid foundation upon which we will
stand and confront the threats and challenges facing the international community.

Mr. President,

Before we address our ambitious plans to reform our organization, we must
first agree on a number of premises to secure our path towards the realization of
our common objectives, on top of which:

First, what brings us together must not be the urge to impose ones own will,
lifestyle and values. We must come together around the will for mutual
understanding and common endeavor to identify and address the risks facing

humanity.

Second, we should view the efforts towards achieving the economic
development as a human commitment that we all must subscribe to, not as a means
to exert pressure to achieve non-developmental objectives. I must state that the
progress made thus far in meeting the MDGs does not indicate the possibility of
meeting those goals in the manner we have envisaged and aspired for five years ago.
Our development partners must double their efforts in support of the developing
countries.

Third, any successful efforts to achieve a comprehensive development will
remain hostage to our ability to achieve peace and stability and to consolidate the
principles of international legitimacy, justice and equality. The consolidation of such
principles will also necessitate the rejection of the use of force, forced occupation,
and the recourse to the settlement of global problems by peaceful means, and in
accordance with the principles of the international law and legitimacy. Those




principles should also apply to the importance of reaching a clear understanding of
our mutual obligations in the area of disarmament, non-proliferation and the useful
uses of nuclear energy which would enable us to overcome the difficulties in
achieving the universality of the treaties, and in establishing the nuclear free zones,

especially in the Middle-east.

Mr. President,

We committed in the year 2000 to promote democracy, the rule of law, the
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in which Egypt has taken
significant steps on the path for political modernization based on plurality and the
expansion of the base of participation in the decision-making process, efforts that
have been crowned by holding open presidential elections, few days ago, in which
the candidates of ten political parties competed, for the first time in Egypt’s history,
to win the confidence of the people.

In this regard, we pronounce our support for the reform of the international
mechanisms in the field of Human Rights, through the reform of the Human Rights
Commission and the establishment of the Human Rights Council. A reform that
shouild be in the core and content of its work, and not be limited to some cosmetics
on the surface, in order to avoid the politicization and double standards in its work.
We have also to strive towards reaching the objective of a common understanding
for what constitutes the basis of our work; which is the mutual respect of the
different cultural backgrounds, an understanding that would enable our peoples to
exercise their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

Mr. President,

Egypt, has always called for reforming this Organization so as to enable it to
adapt to the changes of our world, and for the reform to achieve its objectives,
Egypt is of the view that reform should be based on a set of principles, which I
would briefly outline:

- Restoring the balance between the main organs, and empowering the
General Assembly to assume its responsibilities as enshrined in the
charter as the main legislative body.

- Reform the methods of work of the Security Council so as to make it
more transparent and credible. Also, increasing the membership of the
Council so as to be more representative of the developing countries,
particularly the African countries that have not yet had their fair share of
representation in the Council.

- Allow for a greater role for the Economic and Social Council in drawing
policies in the areas of economic and social affairs, and implementation




follow-up.  This would complement international efforts in the
development process and help developing countries achieve the MDGs.

- Strengthening the role of the International Court of Justice, and the
commitment by all to respect its role in setting the international legal
principles.

- The establishment of the Peacebuilding Commission should constitute an
efficient tool for building the national capacities of the countries emerging
from conflict, and in assisting those countries in the path to stability and
reconstruction without imposing trusteeship on them or undermining
their national sovereignty.

- Strengthening the participation of the civil society, including the non-
governmental organizations in the work of the United Nations, in
accordance with the existing procedures. This fosters the concept of
public participation and confirms that the United Nations is the effective
venue for international collective efforts.

Mr. President,

All of this international effort and the proposed institutional reforms for our
Organization have to be paralleled with an effort aiming at tackling the question of
combating terrorism. Hence, Egypt calls once again for an international effort,
through the General Assembly to deal with this issue which if unchecked will
undermine all the aspirations of the international community to enhance
international peace and security and achieve development.

In this regard, Egypt proposed to hold a High Level Plenary Meeting in the
General Assembly to work out a strategy and a working plan to deal with this issue,
based on the principle of a balanced relation between rights and obligations, and
strengthening the United Nations ability to support the national and regional efforts
to eradicate this phenomena.

Mr. President,

We hope that our agreement today, as reflected in the declaration of the
Summit, shall constitute a new beginning for our common endeavors, and for the
contribution of the sixtieth session of the General Assembly to the implementation of
what has been agreed upon during this summit, in order to fulfill the aspirations of
our peoples for a better and prosperous future.

Thank you.




