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Letter of transmittal

20 April 1999
Sir,
I have the honour to refer to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, according to which the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the

Economic and Social Council, report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its twentieth
session from 19 January to 5 February 1999 at United Nations Headquarters. It adopted its
report on the session at its 424th meeting, on 5 FebrL@8p. The report of the Conittee
is herewith submitted to you for transmission to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
session.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed)Aida Gonzalez
Chairperson
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

His Excellency Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations

New York
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Chapter | number of non-governmental organizations with a special

Matters brought to the attention of expertise in women’s health in preparing this general
. recommendation.

States parties _ _ :

4.  The Committee notes the emphasis that other United
Nations instruments place on the right to health and to the
conditions that enable good health to be achieved. Among
such instruments are the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

A. General recommendation 24
(twentieth session)

Article 12 of the Convention on the Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Elimination of All Forms of Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child
Discrimination against Women — women  and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
and health Discrimination.

5.  The Committee refers also to its earlier general
1. The Committee on the Elimination of Discriminatiomrecommendations on female circumcision, human
against Women, affirming that access to health care, includimymunodeficiency  virus/acquired immunodeficiency
reproductive health, is a basic rigimider the Convention on syndrome (HIV/AIDS), disabled women, violence against
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstwomen and equality in family relations, all of which refer to
Women, decided at its twentieth session, pursuant to artigésues that are integral to full compliance with article 12 of
21, to elaborate a general recommendation on article 12th& Convention.

the Convention. 6.  While biological differences between women and men

may lead to differences in health status, there are societal
factors that are determinative of the health status of women
2. States parties’ compliance with article 12 of thand men and can vary among women themselves. For that
Convention is central to the health and well-being of womeneason, special attention should be given to the health needs
It requires States to eliminate discrimination against womemd rights of women belonging to vulnerable and
in their access to health-care services throughout the lifssadvantaged groups, such as migrant women, refugee and
cycle, particularly in the areas of family planning, pregnandpternally displaced women, the girl child and older women,
and confinement and during the post-natal period. Theomen in prostitution, indigenous women and women with
examination of reports submitted by States parties pursugysical or mental disabilities.

to article 18 of the Convention demonstrates that women;s 1o committee notes that the full realization of

health is an issue that is recognized as a central concerr\1,\j8men,S fight to health can be achieved only when States
promoting the health and well-being of women. For th%%

Background

s ) . rties fulfil their obligation to respect, protect and promote
benefit of States parties and those who have a particuigtmen's fundamental human right to nutritional well-being

interest in and concern with the issues su_rrounding Womerfl’?roughout their lifespan by means of a food supply that is

health, the present general recommendation seeks to elaboafg tritious and adapted to local conditions. To this end,
the Committee’s understanding of article 12 and to addregg,te s parties should take steps to facilitate physical and
measures to eliminate discrimination in order to realize the. ;o mic access to productive resources, especially for rural
right of women to the highest attainable standard of healt, o and to otherwise ensure that the special nutritional

3. Recent United Nations world conferences have alseeds of all women within their jurisdiction are met.
considered these objectives. In preparing this general

recommendation, the Committee has taken into account Article 12

relevant programmes of action adopted at United Natiogs
world conferences and, in particular, those of the 1993 World
Conference on Human Rights, the 1994 International ‘1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures
Conference on Population and Development and the 1995 to eliminate discrimination against women in the field
Fourth World Conference on Women. The Committee has  Of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality
also noted the work of the World Health Organization =~ ©f men and women, access to health-care services,
(WHO), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and  including those related to family planning.

other United Nations bodies. It has collaborated with a large

Article 12 reads as follows:
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“2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 rights of women from the perspective of women'’s needs and
of this article, States Parties shall ensure to women interests and how it addresses distinctive features and factors
appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, that differ for women in comparison to men, such as:

conf_inement and the post-natal period, granting fr.e_e (a) Biological factors that differ for women in
services where necessary, as well as adequate nu”“l:%parison with men, such as their menstrual cycle, their

during pregnancy and lactation.” reproductive function and menopause. Another example is
States parties are encouraged to address the issue of women'’s  the higher risk of exposure to sexually transmitted diseases
health throughout the woman'’s lifespan. For the purposes of that womeen f
the present general recommendation, therefore, “women” (b)
includes girls and adolescents. The general recommendatj
will set out the Committee’s analysis of the key elements %%%
article 12.

Socio-economic factors that vary for women in
eral and some groups of women in particular. For
ample, unequal power relationships between women and
men in the home and workplace may negatively affect
women’s nutrition and health. They may also be exposed to
different forms of violence which can affect their health. Girl
Article 12 (1) children and adolescent girls are often vulnerable to sexual
buse by older men and family members, placing them at risk

9.  States parties are in the best position to report on tg?physical and psychological harm and unwanted and early

most critical health issues affecting women in that country. . .
aEregnancy. Some cultural or traditional practices such as

Key elements

Therefore, in order to enable the Committee to evaluale : - o
L o . emale genital mutilation also carry a high risk of death and

whether measures to eliminate discrimination against womeh

in the field of health care are appropriate, States parties mast 4

report on their health legislation, plans and policies for ~ (c) Psychosocial factors that vary between women

women with reliable data disaggregated by sex on tld men include depression in general and post-partum

incidence and severity of diseases and conditions hazarddepression in particular as well as other psychological

to women'’s health and nutrition and on the availability andonditions, such as those that lead to eating disorders such as

cost-effectiveness of preventive and curative measur@sorexia and bulimia,;

Reports to the Committee must demonstrate that health (d) While lack of respect for the confidentiality of

legislation, plans and policies are based on scientific apdients will affect both men and women, it may deter women
ethical research and assessment of the health status and ngegls seeking advice and treatment and thereby adversely
of women in that country and take into account any ethniggect their health and well-being. Women will be less willing,
regional or community variations or practices based Qg that reason, to seek medical care for diseases of the genital
religion, tradition or culture. tract, for contraception or for incomplete abortion and in
10. States parties are encouraged to include in their repatases where they have suffered sexual or physical violence.

information on diseases, health conditions anq conditioRs  The duty of States parties to ensure, on a basis of
hazardous to health that affect women or certain groups §f,5jity of men and women, access to health-care services,
women differently from men, as well as information Ofnormation and education implies an obligation to respect,
possible intervention in this regard. protect and fulfil women'’s rights to health care. States parties
11. Measures to eliminate discrimination against womdave the responsibility to ensure that legislation and executive
are considered to be inappropriate if a health-care syst@stion and policy comply with these three obligations. They
lacks services to prevent, detect and treat ilinesses spedifigst also putin place a system that ensures effective judicial
to women. It is discriminatory for a State party to refuse taction. Failure to do so will constitute a violation of article
provide legally for the performance of certain reproductivé?2.

health services for women. For instance, if health serviGg  The obligation to respect rights requires States parties
providers refuse to perform such services based @fiefrain from obstructing action taken by women in pursuit

conscientious objection, measures should be introducedy{oinejr health goals. States parties should report on how
ensure that women are referred to alternative healfyyjic and private health-care providers meet their duties to

providers. respect women’s rights to have access to health care. For
12. States parties should report on their understandingesfample, States parties should not restrict women’s access
how policies and measures on health care address the hettiealth services or to the clinics that provide those services
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on the ground that women do not have the authorization of from preventable conditions, such as tuberculosis and
husbands, partners, parents or health authorities, because they HIV/AIDS. Thet@anisrconcerned about the growing

are unmarrietl or because they are women. Other barriersto  evidence that States are relinquishing these obligations as
women’s access to appropriate health care include laws that theytransfer State health functions to private agencies. States
criminalize medical procedures only needed by women and parties cannot absolve themselves of responsibility in these
that punish women who undergo those procedures. areas by delegating or transferring these powers to private

15. The obligation to protect rights relating to women'Sector agencies. States parties should therefore report on what

health requires States parties, their agents and officials to tamsy have dohne to r?rge:]rjlzhe go;)/ﬁrnmental processes an all
action to prevent and impose sanctions for violations ofrigh%rUCtures 'ijroug whic p,u hIC Ipr?wer: IS ExeTg'_sel (th
by private persons and organizations. Since gender-bagéamme and protect women's health. They should include

violence is a critical health issue for women, States partiggorma,tmr) on positive measures taken to curb y|olat|ons of
should ensure: women’s rights by third parties and to protect their health and

) the measures they have taken to ensure the provision of such
(a) The enactment and effective enforcement of lawgryices.

and the formulation of policies, including health-care

protocols and hospital procedures to address violence agaftst 1 he issues of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted

women and sexual abuse of girl children and the provision @€ases are central to the rights of women and adolescent
appropriate health services: girls to sexual health. Adolescent girls and women in many

countries lack adequate access to information and services

(b) Gender-sensitive training to enable health-cafgscessary to ensure sexual health. As a consequence of
workers to detect and manage the health consequencegﬁgqum power relations based on gender, women and

gender-based violence; adolescent girls are often unable to refuse sex or insist on safe
(c) Fair and protective procedures for hearingnd responsible sex practices. Harmful traditional practices,
complaints and imposing appropriate sanctions on health-c&ch as female genital mutilation, polygamy, as well as

professionals guilty of sexual abuse of women patients; marital rape, may also expose girls and women to the risk of

d)  The enactment and effect nforcement of | contracting HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted
(d) € enactment and etiective enforcement ol 1awg <o 555 \Women in prostitution are also particularly

E;a”td?;(:]hlblt female genital mutilation and marriage of 9" ulnerable to these diseases. States parties should ensure,

without prejudice or discrimination, the right to sexual health
16. States parties should ensure that adequate protectiformation, education and services for all women and girls,
and health services, including trauma treatment amgtluding those who have been trafficked, even if they are not
counselling, are provided for women in especially difficultegally resident in the country. In particular, States parties
circumstances, such as those trapped in situations of arnsguld ensure the rights of female and male adolescents to
conflict and women refugees. sexual and reproductive health education by properly trained
17. The duty to fulfil rights places an obligation on Stategersonnel_in specially degigne.d programmes that respect their
parties to take appropriate legislative, judicial, administrativeght t0 privacy and confidentiality.
budgetary, economic and other measures to the maxima®. In their reports, States parties should identify the test
extent of their available resources to ensure that wombég which they assess whether women have access to health
realize their rights to health care. Studies such as those tbate on a basis of equality of men and women in order to
emphasize the high maternal mortality and morbidity rategkemonstrate compliance with article 12. In applying these
worldwide and the large numbers of couples who would likests, States parties should bear in mind the provisions of
to limit their family size but lack access to or do not use argrticle 1 of the Convention. Reporteauld therefore include
form of contraception provide an important indication focomments on the impact that health policies, procedures, laws
States parties of possible breaches of their duties to ensarel protocols have on women when compared with men.

women'’s access to health care. The Committee asks Stafes . .
. . Womenh he righ fully inform r rl
parties to report on what they have done to address t 0 omen have the right to be fully informed, by properly

nitude of women's ill-health. in particul hen it arise &ined personnel, of their options in agreeing to treatment or
magnitude otwomen's f-neafth, In particuiarwhen it aris ?esearch, including likely benefits and potential adverse

effects of proposed procedures and available alternatives.

! Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth 21 Stat fi hould t tak t
Session, Supplement No. @849/38), chap. I, sect. A, ’ ales parties should report on measures taken 10

General recommendation 21, para. 29. eliminate barriers that women face in access to health-care
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services and what measures they have taken to ensure women )

timely and affordable access to such services. Barriers include  Article 12 (2)

requirements or conditions that prejudice women'’s acceg%. Reports should also include what measures States
such as high fees for health-care services, the requirementgarties have taken to ensure women appropriate services in
preliminary authorization by spouse, parent or hospitgbnnection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal
authorities, distance from health ftes and the absence of period. Information on the rates at which these measures have
convenient and affordable public transport. reduced maternal mortality and morbidity in their countries,

22. States parties should also report on measures takeffto9€neral, and in vulnerable groups, regions and
ensure access to quality health-care services, for example CBjmunities, in particular, should also be included.

making them acceptable to women. Acceptable services @& States parties should include in their reports how they
those that are delivered in a way that ensures that a womampply free services where necessary to ensure safe
gives her fully informed consent, respects her dignitgregnancies, childbirth and post-partum periods for women.
guarantees her confidentiality and is sensitive to her needs amgny women are at risk of death or disability from
perspectives. States parties should not permit forms pfegnancy-related causes because they lack the funds to
coercion, such as non-consensual sterilization, mandateiytain or access the necessary services, which include
testing for sexually transmitted diseases or mandatadyite-natal, maternity and post-natal services. The Committee
pregnancy testing as a condition of employment that violag@tes that it is the duty of States parties to ensure women'’s
women'’s rights to informed consent and dignity. right to safe motherhood and emergency obstetric services
23. In their reports, States parties should state whahd they should allocate to these services the maximum extent

measures they have taken to ensure timely access to the rafigivailable resources.
of services that are related to family planning, in particular, _ _ )
and to sexual and reproductive health in general. Particular ~ Other relevant articles in the Convention

attention should be paid to the health education 98, Wwhen reporting on measures taken to comply with
adolescents, including information and Counse”ing on %_lrti(je 12, States parties are urged to recognize its
methods of family planning. interconnection with other articles in the Convention that have

24. The Committee is concerned about the conditions &foearing on women’s health. Those articles include article
health-care services for older women, not only becau8e(b), which requires States parties to ensure that family
women often live longer than men and are more likely tha@flucation includes a proper understanding of maternity as a
men to suffer from disabling and degenerative chrongocial function; article 10, which requires States parties to
diseases, such as osteoporosis and dementia, but because@gyre equal access to education, thus enabling women to
often have the responsibility for their ageing spousedccess health care more readily and reducing female student
Therefore, States parties should take appropriate measU#e@p-out rates, which are often a result of premature
to ensure the access of older women to health services tREgnancy; article 10 (h), which requires that States parties
address the handicaps and disabilities associated with ageff@Vvide to women and girls access to specific educational

information to help ensure the health and well-being of
25. Women with disabilities, of all ages, often hav P g

_families, including information and advice on family planning;

difficulty with physical access to health services. Women W'F rticle 11, which is concerned, in part, with the protection of

mental disabilities are particularly vulnerable, while there Somen’s health and safety in working conditions, including
limited understanding, in general, of the broad range of ris e safeguarding of the reproductive function, special

to mentfaglhealth 0 Wlhlcp Wogwendf’:\re.dllsprc.)porupr;ate rotection from harmful types of work during pregnancy and
susceptible as a resuit of gender discrimination, violenGg, e provision of paid maternity leave; article 14,

poverty, armed conflict, dislocation and other forms of soci aragraph 2 (b), which requires States parties to ensure
deprivation. States parties s_hould take appropriate meaSLEg§ess for rural ’women to adequate health-cariitias,
to ensure that health services are sensitive to the needﬁ;’n(t):luding information, counselling and services in family

women with disabilities and are respectful of their humaﬂlanning, and (h), which obliges States parties to take all

rights and dignity. appropriate measures to ensure adequate living conditions,

— particularly housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply,
Health education for adolescents should further address, transport and communications, all of which are critical for the
inter alia, gender equality, violence, prevention of sexually o /antion of disease and the promotion of good health care:

transmitted diseases and reproductive and sexual health . . . .
rights. P and article 16, paragraph 1 (e), which requires States parties
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to ensure that women have the same rights as men to decide () Ensure that the training curricula of health
freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their workers includes comprehensive, mandatory, gender-
children and to have access to the information, education and itisensourses on women’s health and human rights, in
means to enable them to exercise those rights. Article 16, particular gender-based violence.

paragraph 2 proscribes the betrothal and marriage of children,

an important factor in preventing the physical and emotional o

harm which arise from early childbirth. B. Decisions

Recommendations for government action Decision 20/1. Non-governmental

29. States parties should implement a comprehensive organizations

national strategy to promote women'’s health throughout their

lifespan. This will include interventions aimed at both the ~ Recalling its decisions 18/1 and 18/11, adopted at its
prevention and treatment of diseases and conditions affectfighteenth session, the Committee on the Elimination of
women, as well as responding to violence against women, daigcrimination against Women decided that representatives
will ensure universal access for all women to a full range &f national and international non-governmental organizations

high-quality and affordable health care, including sexual afdhould be invited to provideauntry-specific information on
reproductive health services. States parties whose reports are before the Committee in an

) informal meeting of the Working Group of the Whole.
30. States parties should allocate adequate budgetary, g g P

human and administrative resources to ensure that women'’s
health receives a share of the overall health budget
comparable with that for men’s health, taking into account
their different health needs.

31. States parties should also, in particular:

(a) Place a gender perspective at the centre of all
policies and programmes affecting women’s health and
should hvolve women in the planning, implementation and
monitoring of such policies and programmes and in the
provision of health services to women,;

(b) Ensure the removal of all barriers to women’s
access to health services, education and information,
including in the area of sexual and reproductive health, and,
in particular, allocate resources for programmes directed at
adolescents for the prevention and treatment of sexually
transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS;

(c) Prioritize the prevention of unwanted pregnancy
through family planning and sex education and reduce
maternal mortality rates through safe motherhood services and
prenatal assistance. When possible, legislation criminalizing
abortion should be amended, in order to withdraw punitive
measures imposed on women who undergo abortion;

(d) Monitor the provision of health services to women
by public, non-governmental and private organizations, to
ensure equal access and quality of care;

(e) Require all health services to be consistent with
the human rights of women, including the rights to autonomy,
privacy, confidentiality, informed consent and choice;
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Chapter [ commemorate that important anniversary. She added that

; ; 1999 also marked the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
Orgamzatlonal and other matters Convention on the Rights of the Child.

A. States par‘ties to the Convention on the 7. The Special Adviser indicated that several of the
Elimination of All Forms of activities of the Division for the Advancement of Women

g : since the nineteenth session had contributed to the growing
Discrimination against Women visibility of the Convention and the Committee. Those
included the preparation of a study analysing what the various

Peaty bodies had done and should do to integrate a gender

erspective into their work, which included recommendations

Discrimination against Women, t.he.re were 163 States part thed at increasing cooperation between the Committee and
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms Ofother treaty bodies.

Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the o
General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 of 18 Decemb&r ~ From 29 September to 2 October 1998, the Division,
1979 and opened for signature, ratification and accessionfyfollaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO),

New York in March 1980. In accordance with article 27, théhe United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the
Convention entered into force on 3 Septemb@81. Commonwealth Secretariat and the Tunisian Ministry of

i ¢ . h ) i Women and Family, convened an expert group meeting in
2. A 'SF of States parties to tfehConventlon wi fbel'unisia onwomen and health. In addition to forming part of
contalned in annex | to Part TW(_) of the 1999 rePO” 0 ,thﬁe preparations for the forty-third session of the Commission
Committee (A/54/38 (Part I1)). A list of Stqtes parties Wh'crbn the Status of Women, which would consider the critical
have accepted the amendment to article 20 (1) of ge, of women and health, the conclusions of the meeting

Convention will be contained in annex Il to the same repotfiare relevant to the Committee’s ongoing work on its general
recommendation on women and health.

1. On5February 1999, the closing date of the twentie
session of the Committee on the Elimination o

B. Opening of the session 9.  On behalf of the Inter-Agency Committee on Women
and Gender Equality, the Division organized a workshop on

3. The Committee held its twentieth session at United rights-based approach to women’s advancement and
Nations Headquarters from 19 January to 5 February 19@gnpowerment and gender equality. Animportant focus of the
The Committee held 21 plenary meetings (464R4th), and workshop, which sought to review and clarify the rights-based

its working groups held 16 meetings. approach to gender equality and its implications for policy

4 Th . d by the Chai ¢ nd operations by bilateral and multilateral entities, was the
] € session was opened by the LhaIrperson o &6 of the Convention as a tool for rights-based
Committee, Salma Khan (Bangladesh), who had been eIecBar gramming

at the sixteenth session of the Committee in Jana88/7.
10. With the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),

. Speaking on behalf of the Secretary-General, 1 file United Nations Development Fund for Women

\[/)Veputy D"TCtor %f :Ee DIVISLOI’] forft::]e ,?:dvangftmeTt ? UNIFEM), International Women'’s Rights Action Watch and
omen welcome € members of the Lommittee 10 WL, e the children, the Division organized an expert

twentieth session and congratulated the five neW.Comm'ttggnsultation on violence in families, which was attended by
members who had been elected at the tenth meeting of St &Jeral members of the Committee. The consultation was

parties in February 1998 and the four members who had befSWowed by a half-day dialogue among several members of

re-elected at that meeting. the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against

6. The Assistant Secretary-General and Special Adviséomen and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, during
to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and Advancemghich proposed joint strategies to address family violence
of Women also welcomed members of the Committeayere addressed.

including the newly elected members, and congratulated th

who had been elected by the Committee as its officers. S %ol
said that the twentieth session was taking place at t &
beginning of the year during which the twentieth anniversa%
of the adoption of the Convention would occur, angjgested

that the Committee might wish to reflect on ways t

The Special Adviser informed the Committee that in its
ution 53/118 of 9 Decemb&98, the General Assembly
d urged States to ratify or accede to ttn@ention as soon
possible. The Assembly emphasized the importance of full
compliance by States parties with their obligations under the
%onvention, urged States parties to withdraw or limit any

10
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reservations they had lodged to the Convention and invited Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini (South Africa), Zelmira
States parties to give due consideration to the statement Regazzoli(Argentina), Carmel Shalev (Israel) and Chikako
regarding reservations to the Convention adopted by the Taya (Japan), made the solemn declaration as provided for
Committee to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal under rule 10 of the rules of procedure of the Committee.
Declaration of Human Rights. The Assembly commended the

Committee on its efforts to contribute to the effective ] )

implementation of the Convention and for reducing the E. Election of officers

backlog of reports, including through improved internal

methods of work. It encouraged strengthened coordinatidf. At its 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the
between the Committee and other human rights treaty bodiéemmittee elected the following officers for a term of two

and invited the Committee to draw up joint general commenysars (1999-2000) tgcclamation, in accordance with article

with other treaty bodies, within their respective mandates, d® of the Convention and rules 13 and 14 of the Catiea’s

the universality, indivisibility, interdependence andules of procedure: Aida Gonzalez Martinez (Mexico),
interrelatedness of human rights. Chairperson; Yung-Chung Kim (Republic of Korea), Ahoua
uedraogo (Burkina Faso) and Hanna Beate Schopp-
chilling (Germany), Vice-Chairpersons; and Ayse Feride

ar (Turkey), Rapporteur.

12. The Special Adviser informed the Committee that i
Decembed 998 Djibouti had become the one hundred sixty=
third State party to the Convention. She noted that aIthouéﬁ
the number of States parties to the Convention was gratifying,
imaginative strategies and concerted efforts were required tq= Adoption of the agenda and organization
reach the target of universal ratification Q00 established of work

by the Beijing Platform for Action of the Fourth World

Conference on Women. In that regard, she indicated that at . ) .
their tenth meeting, the persons chairing the human rig The Committee considered the provisional agenda and

treaty bodies had recommended the development ofoiganization of work (CEDAW/C/1999/1/1) at its 404th
comprehensive action programme to promote univerd4feting, on19 January 1999. The agenda as adopted was as

ratification of the six core human rights treaties. follows:
1. Opening of the session.

C. Attendance 2. Solemn declaration by the new members of the
' Committee.

13. Allmembers of the Committee attended the twentieth 3. Election of officers.

session, with the exception of Carlota Bustelo, Silvia 4 Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
Cartwright and Kongit Sinegiorgis. Anne Lise Ryel attended
from 25 January to 3 February 1999héua Ouedraogo
attended from 19 to 29 January 1999; Rosario Manalo
attended from 19 January to 2 February 1999; and Mavivi
Myakayaka-Manzini attended from 19 January to 2 February 6.  Consideration of the reports submitted by States
1999. parties under article 18 of theo@vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Report of the Chairperson on the activities
undertaken between the nineteenth and twentieth
sessions of the Committee.

14. Alist of the members of the Committee, indicating their

terms of office, will appear in annex Il to Part Two of the

1999 report of the Comitiee (A/54/38 (Part I1)). 7. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of Al Forms of

Discrimination against Women.

D. Solemn declaration .
8. Ways and means of expediting the work of the

15. Atthe opening of the twentieth session, before assuming Committee.

their functions, the newly elected members, Charlotte Abaka 9.  Provisional agenda for the twenty-first session.

(Ghana), lvanka Corti (Italy), Feng Cui (China), Naela Gabr 19 Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
(Egypt), Savitri Goonesekere (Sri Lanka), Rosalyn Hazelle twentieth session.

(Saint Kitts and Nevis), Rosario Manalo (Philippines),

11
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. . implications of new timing; receipt of reports by experts;
G. Report of the pre-session working group  rejationship between the Committee and other United Nations
agencies; matters raised at the tenth meeting of the
18. The Committee had decided, at its ninth ses8ion, d¢@airpersons of human rights treaty bodies; universal
convene a pre-session working group for five days beforgtification; focused periodic reports; comments of the
each session to prepare lists of issues and questions relathtgnmittee on the preliminary statement of Alain Pellet,
to periodic reports that would be considered by thRapporteur of the International Law Commission, on
Committee at the session. reservations; gender perspectives in the work of the United

19. The following four members, representing differerilations treaty bodies; input i_nto_ the work of the _expert
regional groups, participated in the working group: Emn&@eémber of the Subcommission on Prevention  of
Aoij (Africa), Ivanka Corti (Europe), Yolanda Ferrer GomeZiscrimination and Protection of Minorities on reservations;

(Latin America and the Caribbean) and Salma Khan (Asia a#f Committee’s report on the implementation of the Beijing
the Pacific). Platform for Action prepared for the forty-third session of the

. . ) Commission on the Status of Women; the Committee’s rules
20. The working group prepared lists of issues angt nrocedure: reports to be considered at the twenty-first,

questions relating to the reports of four States parties, Namglb . second and twenty-third sessions of the Committee:
China, Colombia, Greece and Thailand. and the role of non-governmental organizations;
21. At the 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the (b) Working Group II. Draft  general

Chairperson of the pre-session working group introduced tP@commendation on article 12; the Committee’s long-term
report of the group (CEDAW/C/1999/I/CRP.1 and Atld4). programme of work with regard to general recommendations;

publicity for the Committee and the Convention; and the

H. Composition and organization of work of twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention.

the working groups
Chapter Il

22. At its 404th meeting, on 19 January 1999, the ;
Committee agreed on the composition of its two standing Report of the Chalrperson onthe

working groups: Working Group |, to consider ways and activities undertaken between the
means of expediting the work of the Committee, and Working  nineteenth and twentieth sessions of
Group Il, to consider ways and means of implementing article the Committee

21 of the Convention.

23. Working Group | was composed of the followinge6. Salma Khan, the outgoing Chairperson of the
members of the Committee: Ayse Feride Acar, Emna Aouiommittee, welcomed all the Committee members to the
Ivanka Corti, Feng Cui, Yolanda Ferrer Gomez, Salma Khatwentieth session. She extended her congratulations to the
Yung-Chung Kim, Carmel Shalev, Chikako Taya, Hannaew members elected at the tenth meeting of States parties,
Beate Schopp-Schilling and Zelmira Regazzoli. stating that they had joined the human rights treaty body

24. Working Group Il was composed of the fonowin%sponsible for promoting and defending the rights of half of

members of the Committee: Charlotte Abaka, Rosaly#manity.
Hazelle, Naela Gabr, Savitri Goonesekere, Rosario Manafy. Ms. Khan indicated that during the inter-sessional

Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini and Ahoua Ouedraogo. period, she had sought to maintain regular contact with the
25.  The specific issues addressed by Working Groups | afgperts, and that had facilitated her work and contributed to
Il were the following: the achievement of their common goals.

(a) Working Group I. Working methods of the pre- 28- In regard to her activities between the nineteenth and

session working group, including the number of issues ahyentieth sessions of the Committee, Ms. Khan reported that

questions, analysis provided by the Secretariat aff® had attended several South Asian regional meetings to
commemorate the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women,

including a meeting held at Kathmandu, which had sought to
3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth develop a regional strategy for implementation of the Beijing

Session, Supplement No. 88d corrigendum (A/45/38 and
Corr.1), paras. 28-31.
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Platform for Action and to identify challenges and gaps in that indicated that she had also requested a number of non-
regard. governmental organizations to encourage ratification. As a
rgsult of those efforts, several States, including Djibouti, had

29. Ms. Khan indicated that she had participated in )
eﬂccepted the Convention.

commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Univers
Declaration of Human Rights in Paris from 14 to 16 34. Inconcluding her remarks, Ms. Khan outlined progress
September 1998. Her statement at that event highlighted the in the Committee’s work during the two years of her
fact that the Declaration had established the equal rights of chairpersonship. She noted that there had been a steady
women and men, a principle elaborated in the Convention on increase in ratification and accession and that the Committee
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against was now meeting twice yearly. It had reviewed the reports of
Women. 35 States parties over the period, and positive steps towards

30. Reporting on her attendance at the Third Committee%‘? j}Jre equality ,O,f women had been 'made. Sqme States
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session, Ms. KhaRarties had modified or withdrawn their reservations to the

noted that several Governments had commended the work-gi1Vention, and significant progress had been made in the
the Committee and its efforts to reinforce the implementatigtiaPoration of an optional complaints mechanism to the

mechanisms of the Convention. Several had welcomed t‘ﬁgnvennon. Working relationships had been established with
development of an optional protocol and the statement 8Hecialized agencies and other bodies of the U.nite.d Nations
reservations adopted at the nineteenth session of €M as well as non-governmental organizations. She

Committee as a contribution to the fiftieth anniversary of thgdicated, however, that still more progress was required
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. before women would achieve de facto equality with men. Ms.

) ] ~ Khanthanked the members of the Committee for their support
31.  Ms. Khan underlined the Committee’s growing linkgjyring her chairpersonship and paid particular tribute to the
with specialized agencies and other bodies of the Unitgghgoing bureau member. She congratulated Aida Gonzalez,
Nations and drew attention to the efforts of the United Nationge incoming Chairperson, and the other members of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, tgreau on their election, and wished them well in their future
develop a partnership between her office and the Committgg, k.

In this regard, Ms. Khan noted that the High Commissioner In the liaht of h icipation in th .
had sought inputs from the Committee prior to her rece f n the light of her participation in the commemoration

mission to China and that Mrs. Robinson had provided h8 the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of

with a detailed account of her mission, highlighting progre Emaﬂ R;ights in Padris frombl4k t0 16 Sepdterr]nber 1398’ Ms.

achieved and challenges in a letter dated 3 Decernpgg. nan had requested Ms. Abaka to attend the tenth meeting
_ ) of persons chairing human rights treaty bodies.

32. Ms. Khan reminded the Committee that 18 December

1999 would mark the twentieth anniversary of the adoptiopP- " ner report to the Committee, Ms. Abaka indicated
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofthatthe chairpersons had expressed appreciation for the work

Discrimination against Women, while 20 November 199gfthe Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and

would mark the tenth anniversary of the Convention on tHerotection  of r:\/lmonngsf,} particularly with regard to
Rights of the Child. She noted that those anniversaries woutFervations to human rights treaties and affirmative action.
provide opportunities to emphasize the importance g]he chairpersons recommended that the expertise of treaty

international normative instruments in the establishment Bpdies should be drawn upon by the Subcommission with
full and equal rights for women and girl children. respect to these and future studies. Ms. Abaka noted that the

o chairpersons had taken note of the Committee’s statement on
33. Ms. Khan noted that although the majority of Membe#servations with appreciation.

States had subscribed to the Convention, the goal of universal . .

ratification set by the Beijing Platform for Action had yet t037' MS_' Abaka_ indicated that the chairpersons ha_d
be reached. On behalf of the Committee, she had Writtene[awphasmed the importance of the work of the thematic
those countries that had not yet ratified or acceded to ffRpporteurs and the n_eed for close collaboration between
Convention, while the Assistant Secretary-General afigem and the treaty bodies. She noted that she had expressed

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender IssUBg Comm_ittee's disappoir_ltment that it had not_benefited frpm
and Advancement of Women had also written to tht@e expertise of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against

Administrator of the United Nations Developmen omen and had reiterated this during the chairpersons’

Programme (UNDP), requesting him to encourag@eetmg with the United Nations High Commissioner for
Governments to ratify or accede to thertvention. Ms. Khan uman Rights.
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38. The chairpersons had stressed the importance of 43. The representative noted that Algeria’s second
publicity for the work of the human rights treaty bodies, and Constitution 1876, proclaimed 13 vyears after
emphasized that concluding comments and observations and independence, guaranteed for the first time equality before
general recommendations, as well as other outputs of the the law. The Constitdig@dofevised in 1996, reinforced
treaty bodies, should be made widely known at the national, principles of universal human rights, such as freedom of
regional and subregional levels by the United Nations speech and free elections. Article 123 also confirmed the
information offices. In addition, they stressed that regional primacy of all international treaties ratified by Algeria over
human rights commissions should also be made aware of the national law, a decision confirmed by the Constitutional
work of treaty bodies. Council on 20ugust1998. All civil, penal, administrative
and commercial codes conformed to the Constitution and the
principles of equality between men and women. However,
Chapter IV despite the rapid progress with regardimjureequality, de

Consideration of reports submitted facto equality had not been achieveeause of stereotypical

by States parties under article 18 of ~attitudes that existed in society.
the Convention 44. A number of measures had been taken by public

authorities as part of the overall policy on women, in
particular after the Fourth World Conference on Women
(Beijing, 1995). A permanent conittee had been established

] ] ) ) . under the auspices of the Ministry of National Solidarity and
39. Atits twentieth session, the Committee considered th8 njjy: and to strengthen the national mechanisms for the

reports of seven States parties submitted under article 18,8f,ancement of women, a secretariat of State upgraded to a
the Convention: three initial reports; two combined secon(inistry and headed by a woman Minister acted as a focal
and third periodic reports; one third and fourth periodigint for the advancement of women. The Council for the
reports; and one fourth periodic report. Preservation and Promotion of the Family and the National
40. As decided at its thirteenth session, in 1994, tidomen’s Council were created 1996 and 1997
Committee prepared concluding comments on each reptgspectively, to ensure the coherence of all policies for the
considered. The Committee’s concluding comments on tagvancement of women. As part of the implementation of the
reports of States parties, as prepared by the members ofBegjing Platform for Action, Algeria had adopted a national
Committee, and a summary of the introductory presentati@gtion plan and recently presented a report on the many
by the representatives of the States parties are providgefions undertaken since the Fourth World Conference on
below. Women.

A. Introduction

45. The representative recalled that Algerian women had
already played an active role in the struggle for independence,
but stereotypical attitudes, exacerbated by illiteracy, were
» obstacles to achievement of equality with men. A great
1. Initial reports number of political parties and non-governmental

Algeria organizations had emerged since the introduction of a
pluralist democracy in 1984, buiidamentalist movements
and terrorism threatened advances made, particularly where
women were concerned.

B. Consideration of reports of States parties

41. The Committee considered thétial report of Algeria
(CEDAW/C/DZA/1 and Corr.1 and Add.1) at its 40640 7th
and 412th meetings, on 21 and 26 JanuaBp9 (see

CEDAW/C/SR.406, 407 and 412). 46. The representative pointed out that education, which
was free, had been decisive in women’s emancipation,
Introduction by the State party providing access to employment, medical and social services

Iand breaking down stereotypical attitudes and social
Sbstacles. Certain sectors of employment were now

underlined that his@untry had submitted its initial report : . . X ;
. . . ominated by women, including the magistrature, education
only two years after its accession to the Convention, despgﬁd health

the current difficult situation it was facing. That was an
indication of the sincere commitment of the Government #7.  The representative noted that domestic violence against
human rights and to the advancement of women. women was considered a severe crime by the Constitution and

42. Inintroducing the report, the representative of Alger
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penal code. Many non-governmental organizations also Concluding comments of the Committee
existed to assist battered women. Several initiatives had been
taken to care for victims of rape and abduction, including

centres to treat women and children traumatized by terrors2. The Committee congratulates the Government of
violence. Algeria on the excellent presentation of its initial report,

i ) i which is in accordance with the Conittee’s guidelines. The
48. The representa.nve mfprmed the Commlftge thalet that the Government of Algeria submitted its initial report
progress had been achieved with regard to equality inigal only two years after it acceded to the Convention and

and puk;h((:JI life ar11t t;g national Iiyel' althpughlvtljnly a feW orwithstanding the difficult circumstances the country is
women had reached decision-making positions. Many wom Qperiencing, testifies to its political will to improve the

were acnvg, including in leadership posmons: in ,pOI't'C tatus of women and its interest in their emancipation.
parties, unions and non-governmental organizations. The .

reform of voting procedures in 1995, which limited voting by3- ~ The Committee congratulates the Government for the
proxy to exceptional situations, returned the right to vote #9h level and large size of its delegation, headed by the

many women whose guardian or husband had Customam?rmanent Representa’[ive to the United Nations, which
voted on their behalf. established a constructive, open and sincere dialogue with

members of the Committee, and in its oral presentation gave
additional specific and objective information as well as

tistical data enabling the Committee to understand the
de jureand de facto situation of Algerian women.

Introduction

49. The economic crisis affecting Algeria sint@86 had

resulted in a decline in jobs and had had a negative impact
the employment of women. Women'’s participation in t
labour force was low and informal work at home w.
increasing. However, the representative noted that under e The Committee expresses its solidarity with the struggle
current social security system women received Speciﬁ)(f,Algerian women against all forms of fundamentalism and

benefits related to maternity and retirement, including 1trrorism. Notwithstanding the extreme violence they have
weeks of maternity leave at full pay. endured, they have managed, with the help of a very active

community organization, to put respect for the rights of

50. Family planning services were an_integral part of e men and revision of the Family Code high on the national
health programme and had expanded since 1974. Today, itical agenda

per cent of women were aware of methods of family planning,
and the fertility rate, in particular among the younger age

groups, had been significantly reduced. Positive aspects

. . . : 5?. The Committee welcomes the willingness of the
51. In concluding his presentation, the representatlve@‘-overnment of Algeria to review reservations to the

Algeria emphasized that the ratification of the Convention 08 S . . . .
L U . onvention in the light of the evolution of Algerian society.
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women had to be viewed in the context of the political wilb6. The Committee notes with satisfaction that 11896

to encourage the gradual emancipation of women. Accessidlgerian Constitution, which gives international treaties,
to the Convention had raised a debate in the country aii¢luding the Convention, which have been ratified and
although accession was accompanied by reservationsgagetted, primacy over domestic law.

should be seen as a step towards social and normat  The Committee notes that the Algerian Constitution

developments leading to withdrawal of the reservations. ly,arantees equality between men and women in all spheres
particular, as a result of the accession to the Convention, hgife.

Family Code of 1984 was currently being revised and
suggested amendments, which could result in removal
reservations, had emerged, as a result both of claims
women'’s groups and of the evolution of Algerian society.

The Committee notes with satisfaction that the
r@,ification of the Convention has had a positive impact on the
lives of Algerian women and Algerian society. Institutional
measures, including the establishment of a National Women'’s
Council, a Council for the Preservation and Promotion of the
Family and a ministerial department responsible for national
solidarity and the family, have also been taken by the
Government. This department, which is headed by a woman,
is the focal point for all activities undertaken in the areas of
the advancement of women and family affairs. The Committee
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notes that the Government is also considering legal measures, 67. The Committee also notes that the reservations of the
including the amendment of the Family Code. State party to articles 2, 9, paragraph 2, 15, paragraph 4, and

59 The Committee welcomes the efforts of the Algeria}]e are obstacles to the Convention’s full implementation.

women’s non-governmental organizations in raising public  68. The Committee notes that, although the Constitution
awareness and fostering the interest of the Government and guarantees the equality of men and women and provides that
legislators in women'’s issues. The invaluable contribution the Convention prevails over national legislation, the

of women’s non-governmental organizations to the numerous discriminatory provisions of the Family Code and
elaboration of the Family Code is also commended. the persistence of prejudice and patriarchal practices conflict

60. The Committee notes with satisfaction that Algeriaﬂe facto with the principles of the Convention.

labour legislation contains specific provisions relating to o ]
maternity leave and breastfeeding breaks that protect women  Principal areas of concern and recommendations
from discrimination because of their parental respoitisis.  69. The Committee reiterates its concern at the reservations

61. The Committee recognizes the steps taken by the Stitdne Convention entered by the State party.

party with respect to victims of terrorist violence througly0. The Committee urges the State party to expedite the
provision of treatment centres for victims, the establishmesgteps necessary for withdrawal of its reservations.
of a national intersectoral programme to address the need§8f

. . . The Committee is concerned by the State party’s
those traumatized by terrorist violence, as well as the i - o
- . L .. —constant citing of religious principles and cultural
provision of compensation for the beneficiaries of victimsg ..~ . . S
. . sgeC|f|C|t|es to justify why the status of women has not kept
who have died, for persons who have suffered bodily and . .
L L ! . .. Up with the overall advances of society.
material injuries and for victims of accidents occurring within
the context of terrorist violence. The Committee also notd®. The Committee recommends that the State party take

the work of community organizations in providingmeasures to ensure that religious and cultural patterns do not

psychological and other assistance for such victims. inhibit the development of women’s position in Algerian

62. The Committee welcomes the elimination of proxy votey 1ew:

which had enabled a husband to vote in place of his wife.73. The Committee is concerned by the social constraints

. . . . that exist within Algerian society which keep women in a

63. The Committee noted with satisfaction that women haye 9 y P We

: . L . g ower status than men and are not conducive to the
access withoutle jurediscrimination to public and political . . . LT .
. . elt|1m|nat|on of all forms of discrimination against women.
life and are well represented in these spheres. It notes wit . _ _
satisfaction the large number of women at all levels of thé4. The Committee urges the Government to continue its
judiciary, and that more than a quarter of the judges ag#forts to repeal inegalitarian laws in order to bring its
women. legislation into line with the provisions of the Convention.
64. The Committee notes with satisfaction that th-(ghe Committee ?"5‘.’ urges the Government, non-
e overnmental organizations, intellectuals and the mass media
numerous specific measures taken by the Government to grve

. .- 0 encourage enlightened attitudes and accelerate women’s
women equal access to education and training have been a

decisive factor in the emancipation of women. E;nn?:gilgr?:on through publicity and public awareness

65. The _Commmee notes \.N't.h sgnsfactlon that, WOMENZ, * The Committee notes with concern the persistence of
health is identified as a priority in the country’s health

olicies and proarammes cultural stereotypes and patriarchal values as well as
P prog ' polygamy, which violate women'’s rights.

Factors impeding implementation of the 76. Noting the Government's intention to introduce
Convention legislative changes to implement the Convention, the
Committee recommends development and implementation of

66. The _Comm|ttee notes_ that the emergence 8Iegal literacy strategy and training for all levels of society
fundamentalism and the terrorist violence taatompanies in order to address discriminatory cultural norms and

it have affected all layers of society, including women an titudes.

children, and have impeded effective implementation of the
Convention. 77. The Committee is deeply concerned by the large number

of women murdered, raped, abducted and subjected to serious
physical abuse by terrorist groups in recent years.
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78.
women in accordance with the provision of the Ciitugion
that states that the State is responsible for the safety

care be taken of all women and girls who are victims
terrorist violence.

persons and property. The Committee recommends that be(g [

88.
79. The Committee is concerned by the absence of le ql

texts that specifically protect women who are victims Q
domestic and sexual violence.

80. The Committee recommends to the Government that it
take specific legislative and structural steps to shelter women
from such attacks and provide women who are victims of

violence with comfort, assistance, advice, guidance and
information concerning legal redress. The Committee also
recommends that education and awareness training on
domestic and sexual violence be made available to police
officers, judges, doctors and the mass media to make their
intervention more effective.

81. The Committee is concerned by the situation of wives
of disappeared persons who can neither legally prove that
their husbands are dead, owing to the length and difficulty

89.

The Committee calls upon the Government to protedn-governmental organizations are consulted in the rewriting
of textbooks.

The Committee is concerned at the low rate of

SFticipation of women in the workplace, which poses a major
roblem for women’s economic independence.

The Committee recommends that article 4, paragraph 1,

the Convention be implemented through temporary
centives with quantitative targets aimed at increasing
women’s employment in both the public and private sectors.

The Committee recommends the creation of child-care centres
and kindergartens in sufficient numbers to allow women to

reconcile their family and professional responsibilities. The
Committee also recommends that unemployed women be
required to participate in traineeships and retraining
programmes, including in non-traditional areas, and benefit
from job-creation measures to a degree proportional to the
unemployment rate for women.

The Committee is concerned that the information
contained in the report on rural women and the benefits they
obtained from rural development efforts was insufficient.

The Committee encourages the Government to pay due

the procedure, nor enjoy their status as married women. Tlalﬁention to the needs of rural women by reinforcing their

results in human and material injuries to these women aﬁgtive and participatory

their children.

82. The Committee calls upon the Government of Algeria
to help this group of women and their families by simplifying,
even on a temporary basis, the legal procedure fg&
certification of death so that they can clarify their statug
obtain custody of their children and legally dispose
property to which they are entitled.

83. The Committee is concerned by the fact that mothers

role in the formulation,

implementation and monitoring of policies and programmes
that affect them, particularly in the ateassofg credit,
income-generating projects and social security.

The Committee is seriously concerned by the fact that

e Family Code still contains many discriminatory provisions
hich deny Algerian women their basic rights, such as free
consent to marriage, equal rights to divorce, sharing of family

and child-rearing redlg@ssibhared child custody rights

cannot transmit their natiotity to their children in the same  with fathers, the right to dignity and self-respect and, above

way that fathers can. Citizenship is a fundamental right which
men and women must be able to enjoy equally.

84. The Committee recommends the revision of legislation
governing nationiity in order to make it consistent with the
provisions of the Convention.

85. Noting the significant progress that has been made
regard to women'’s education and the enrolment of girls

schools in rural and urban areas, the Cattee is concerned 93.

that the reform of the Algerian educational system has not
been completed.

86. The Committee recommends that the Algeri

Government continue its revision of both curricula and 94.

textbooks to rid them of stereotypes and negative images of

92.

all, the elimination of polygamy.

The Committee urges the Government to consider the
proposed amendments that modify some of the provisions of

the Family Code to be #ialrstep in the process that needs

to be undertaken to harmonize the provisions of the Family
(i‘,ﬁ)de with the text of the Convention and with the principle
m equality that is set out in the Algerian Constitution.

The Corittaee requests the Government of Algeria to
provide information addressing the concerns raised in these

concluding comments in its next periodic report required
alrl]nder article 18 of the Convention.

The Committee requests that its conclusions be broadly
disseminated in Algeria to make the population of the country;,

women in order to help change attitudes more quicklyand to and particularly those working in the civil service and in
remove obstacles to equality. The Committee recommendditicpkcircles, aware of the measures that have been taken
that the State party ensure that women teachers and women’s  to ensure women'’s adttyeded oéthe further measures
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that are needed in this regard. It also requests the Government The Council would monitor the national implementation of
of Algeria to continue to disseminate widely, especially to international human rights treaties and agreements, including
women’s and human rights organizations, the text of the the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Convention, the Comittee’s general recommendations and Discrimination against Women.

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. 100. To accelerate implementation of the Convention,

concrete national programmes relating to the economy,
education, health care and poverty that are aimed at the
95. The Committee considered the initial report cidvancementof women and the eliminatiordefjureand de
Kyrgyzstan (CEDAW/C/KGZ/1) at its 408th, 409th aad3th facto discrimination against women had been designed and
meetings, on 22 and 27 January 1999 (seeere beingimplemented.

Kyrgyzstan

CEDAWIC/SR.408, 409 and 413). 101. The representative noted that the Fourth World
) Conference on Women had had a catalytic role in Kyrgyzstan
Introduction by the State party and had been an important factor in the ratification of the

96. In her introduction, the representative of Kyrgyzstagonvention. The impact of the Beijing Platform for Action
informed the Committee that the initial report had beefad been positive, and the Government was cdteahto its
prepared by a special commission established for that purpd¥®lementation. She described the national programme
that included governmental and legal officials. The report wadyalzat” for 1996-2000, which cortguted the national

also prepared through a process of consultation afgtion plan for the implementation of the Platform and
participation with non-governmental organizations. incorporated 11 critical areas of concern as the priorities for

. . . women’s advancement. She noted that the programme was
97. The representative described the political, econon}fﬁanced from the national budget prog

and social conditions of the country since its declaration o
independence on 31 Augus®91. She noted that the currenf02. The representative noted that by presidential decree,
situation was characterized by the transition to a mark&®96 had been proclaimed women’s year, and in March of
economy, which had had a negative impact on the situatigtat year the State Commission for the Family, Women and
of women. She highlighted increasing poverty among wome¥outh had been established. She indicated that, in
high rates of unemployment, the growth of all forms ogoordination with regional affiliates, the Commission was
violence against women, the decrease of womergsponsible for implementing the national action plan in all
participation in decision-making and the lack of equal righ&ix regions of the country.

and access to land and credit. She noted that the situation §8. The representative indicated that her Government was
rural women was exacerbated by limited infrastructure al’[}ﬂlying increased attention to collaboration with non-
markets for sale of agricultural products, an increase §hyernmental organizations in the elimination of
domestic violence and difficult working conditions. Thejiscrimination against women. The representative drew
representative noted that among the positive factors was ffigention to the contribution of non-governmental
high level of women’s education. organizations in various contexts, particularly with regard to
98. The representative described the measures afiflence against women, and acknowledged their important
initiatives that had been undertaken by the Governmentf@e in establishing crisis centres in all regions of the country.

guarantee the equal rights of women and to ensure thef4 The representative noted the decreasing number of
advancement. Twenty-two international human rights treati§ggmen in decision-making positions, and indicated that there

including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 0Olyas debate in relation to the reinstitution of quotas that had
Discrimination against Women, had been adopted, and t8gisted in the past.

central principles and standards of international law had been h . luded with vsis of
reflected in domestic legislation. The curricula of man 05. e representative concluded with an analysis o

universities and schools included human rights educatiorf XPErences and proposals for measures and initiatives to
promote the advancement of women in all sectors.

99. Therepresentative described the role and functions of

the newly established Gender Analysis Council. The Council Concluding comments by the Committee
had analysed six laws from a gender perspective and had ]

plans to review more than 20 laws and regulations. As a result ~ Intreduction

of the Council’'s work, the National Gender Policy Council

had been created in the office of the President in July 1998.
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106. The Comiitee expresses its appreciation to the understanding is a sine qua non of comprehensive analyses
Government of Kyrgyzstan for submitting, in a timely manner, and for policy analysis for the effective elimination of

a well-structured and comprehensive initial report. It discrimination against women irdegtireand de facto
commends the Government on its comprehensive oral terms.

presentation and for the replies to the questions posed by !Lrie4 The Committee recommends that the principle of the

Committee. equality guaranteed by law should also refer to non-

107. The Committee appreciates the high-level delegation, discrimination orotiedgrof sex. It also recommends the

headed by the chairperson of the State Commission for the introduction of a procedure for enforcing rights through
Family, Women and Youth, which presented the report. It effective judicial and other means. Policies, including
notes that the report described measures taken by the educational, mass media and awareness-raising campaigns
Government to implement the Beijing Platform for Action. haild also be intwduced and efforts should be directed at

108. The Comrittee commends Kyrgyzstan for ratifying gcountering both intentional and unintentional discrimination.

large number of international human rights treaties, including 115. The Committee expresses concern with regard to the

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of extentand nature of the power of the national machinery, as

Discrimination against Women, which was ratified, without  well as the ambiguity surrounding the relationship between

reservations, during a difficult time of transition to a market the State Commission and the Ministry. It also notes the

economy and of rapid social and political change. inadequacy of the existing budget and personnel for the
advancement of women.

Positive aspects 116. The Committee recommends enhancing the national

109. The Comiittee commends the fact that the texts of thenachinery by clarifying its functions and the relations
treaties ratified by Kyrgyzstan have been translated into thetween its various organs and the organs of Government, as
Kyrgyz language and other languages used in Kyrgyzstamgll as through the allocation of greater budgetary and human
including Russian and Uzbek. In this context, the Committéesources so as to ensure its effective functioning at the
expresses its appreciation of the Government's will toational and regional levels.

implement the Convention. The Committee also commends;  The Committee also recommends that all national
Kyrgyzstan for integrating the provisions of the ratified,ogrammes to promote the advancement of women include
treaties into its basic domestic laws, including the crimingl o chanisms for the assessment of the outcomes of their

code, the civil code, the labour code and the law on protectifigyjementation and the evaluation of their effectiveness and
consumers’ rights. It is also pleased to learn that there 3{g, extent of their outreach.

plans to review other laws from a gender perspective. )
118. The Committee expresses concern that no efforts have

110. The Committee appreciates the fact that human righfSen made to use temporary special measures as envisaged
are part of the curriculum of many universities and schools, - ticle 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention to improve the
situation of women in various areas; and to ensure women'’s
Factors and difficulties affecting the participation in decision-making bodies and women’s
implementation of the Convention employment in non-traditional areas.

111. The Committee views the prevailing conditions of19. The Committee recommends the introduction of a broad
poverty and unemployment as well as the negative effects;ghge of temporary special measures in accordance with
rapid social and political change on women to be majQjrticle 4, paragraph 1, including quotas, to improve the
impediments to the implementation of the Convention.  representation of women in politics and at all levels of
112. The persistence of a strong patriarchal culture, whigigcision-making and in non-traditional fields of employment.
emphasizes traditional roles of women and men, is also segfp. The Comrittee is concerned about the prevalence of
as a hindrance to the implementation of the Convention. patriarchal culture and the continuing emphasis on the
traditional roles of women exclusively as mothers and wives.
Principal areas of concern and recommendations The Committee notes with particular concern that thgah
113. The Committee is concerned at the lack &€POrt, _in refe.rri.ng to the role of man as the breadwinner, may
understanding of discrimination against women as a multggitimize existing stereotypes.
faceted phenomenon that entails indirect and unintentiongd1. The Comiittee urges the Government to introduce a
as well as direct and intentional discrimination. Thigange of measures, including comprehensive public education
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and mass media campaigns, to eliminate traditional 131. The @tearns concerned at the @eomic situation
stereotypes of the roles of men and women. of women, characterized by an increase in the number of

122. The Comiittee is alarmed at the increase in all form&/0Men N poverty and among the unemployed.

of violence against women, including gang rape. The 132. The Gi@enecommends that the gender dimension
Committee is also concerned that the emphasis of thialin of poverty be considered in the design and implementation
report is on sexual violence rather than on gender-based of all policies and programmes aimed at the elimination of
violence as an infringement of the right to personal security. poverty.

123. The Comittee recommends that all forms of genderi33. The Comiittee is concerned about the conditions of

based violence be a focus of serious concern. It recommends  work and job security of the growing number of women who
the enhancement of comprehensive measures to prevent are entering the informal sector as agents in what is referred
violence and to support women victims, including gender-  to as the “women’s suitcase economy” or “women’s shuttle
sensitization and the training of law enforcement officials. It economy”.

recommends ~the collection of comprehensive S€X34. The Comrttee recommends the introduction of

disaggregated data and information on the issue Ofvmlen&@mprehensive measures aimed at the improvement of

against women. In the light of the linkage of violence Wltr\}vomen,s economic status, particularly through a review of

poverty, th? Commlttee recommends the introduction %e taxation legislation relating to small businesses and the
measures alme_d_at improving the economic status Of Wom%Qpansion of micro-credit programmes involving commercial
Including retraining for income-generating occupations. and agricultural banks in order to ensure gainful and secure
124. The Cominttee recommends, in both urban and rural employment for women. It also recommends that steps be
areas, the expansion of the network of crisis centres and the taken to integrate women into all sectors of the national
establishment of consultative services to provide necessary economy.

medical assistance to women victims of violence. 135. The Comittee recommends that international

125. The Comrittee is concerned about the increase in cooperation be sought to promote the economic position of
alcoholism and drug addiction, to the extent that these are women.

causes of health problems, as well as violence against WOMESE - The Comrittee is concerned at the situation of women’s

everywhere. health, in particular the increase in the incidence of maternal
126. The Comrttee recommends that programmes be put mortality and morbidity, as well as the high rates of infant
in place to create awareness about the negative impact of mortality and the use of abortion as a method of
alcoholism and drug addiction on individuals and on society contraception.

in ge_n_ere_ll. It also recommgm_js the introdu_cti_on C¥37. The Comittee recommends the introduction of
rehabilitation programmes for victims of such add'Ct'ons'comprehensive family-planning programmes based on the
127. The Comiritee is concerned that lesbianism is right to reproductive choice, as well as measures to ensure
classified as a sexual offence in the Penal Code. thatabortion is not perceived as a method of contraception.

128. The Comrttee recommends that lesbianism bé&38. The Comrttee notes with concern that although
reconceptualized as a sexual orientation and that penalties for  polygélewas it is nonetheless practised in some regions
its practice be abolished. without legal or social sanctions.

129. The Comirittee is concerned about the increase ih39. The Comittee recommends that effective measures be
prostitution and the trafficking of women, which it views as  taken with respect to the implementation of existing laws, the
being related to poverty, lack of employment and lack of improvement of women’s economic situation and the
effective national measures to suppress the growth of these implementation of public education programmes to change
practices. traditional values supportive of polygamy in order to eradicate

130. The Comrnttee recommends that increased efforts iW'S practice altogether.

cooperation with other countries be taken to arrest and punis#h0. The Comiittee recommends that effective participation
perpetrators of trafficking. It also recommends that domestic  of non-governmental organizations be secured in the
measures be launched to combat the negative effects of preparation of the next report of Kyrgyzstan and that the
structural adjustment programmes on women and to provide report be made widely available to the community of non-
job opportunities and training to vulnerable women. governmental organizations.
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141. The Comiittee requests the Government of Kyrgyzstan predominated in such disciplines as lavoaath&s and
to provide information addressing the concerns raised inthe in technical studies, including computer studies. Female
present concluding comments in the next periodic report students were well represented in the humanities.

required under article 18 of the Convention. 147. Therepresentative reported that while there had been

142. The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination in anincrease in the number of womeitionsasf leadership
Kyrgyzstan of the present concluding comments in order to  in communes and commissions since acquiring the right to
make the people of Kyrgyzstan, and particularly government vote in 1984, womentiNerederrepresented at all levels
administrators and politicians, aware of the steps to be taken ofgovernance. She notetidhghatere was no system

to ensurede jureand de facto equality for women. It also  of quotas, the Government remained committed to achieving
requests the Government to continue to disseminate widely, equal representation of women in senior leadership positions.
in particular, to women’s and human rights organizations, tl%

. h L | dati %8. The representative informed the Coittee that
Convention, the Comittee’s general recommendations an on-governmental organizations, many of which received
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

financial support from the Government, played an active role
in measures to promote the advancement of women. They
were involved in such activities as the facilitation of

143. The Comiitee considered the initial report ofnetworking and the provision of day-care centres for children
Liechtenstein (CEDAW/C/LIE/1) at its 410th, 411th ands well as a women’s shelter for battered women and children.

414th meetings, on 25 and 27 January 1999 (S§89 The representative noted that the Government's focus
CEDAW/C/SR.410, 411 and 414). was now on the achievement of de facto equality for women
through a variety of programmes. These had includ&8%v

Introduction by the State party exhibition on the theme: “Girls with a head on thefiosilders
144. In intoducing the report, the representative cdet down to work”, which had sought to motivate girls to
Liechtenstein noted thae jureequality between women andexpand their choice of occupations. Currently, the educational
men in Liechtenstein had been achieved later than in ma@iyriculum was being revised to incorporate the principle of
other countries. 11992, a consitutional amendment stating equality and the practicahvolvement of women and men in
that women and men had equal rights provided the basis {b¢ achievement of that principle.

a 1996 law that guaranteed gender dijya 150. The representative indicated that the proposed equal

145. The representative indicated that since 1996 the fodi@hts act would prohibit discrimination at the workplace,
of the Government had been on achieving de facto equalRfovide protection against retaliatory dismissal and the right
between women and men in all spheres of lifd0 bringlegal claims, including class action complaints, and
Implementation of legal and other measures in compliant@duce the burden of proof. The proposed act would also
with the Convention formed part of an overall strategy tha&rovide the Government with a legal basis to give financial
also incorporated implementation of the Beijing Platform fopupport to companies in order to enable them to enact positive
Action. Liechtenstein had submitted to the United Nations tHeeasures for the promotion of women at the workplace.
national action plan for the implementation of the Platform

and had ratified several regional and international human  Concluding comments of the Committee

rights treaties, including the European Conve_n_tion on Hg!'nan Introduction

Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political )

Rights. Liechtenstein had also accepted the communicatighl- 1he Comritee commends the Government of
procedures of the first optional protocol to the Internation&i€chtenstein for the timely submission of its initial report,
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Conventio@N€ Year after its accession to the Convention. It welcomes
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or DegradiﬁBe report, e§pe0|allythe well-structured and mformanve oral
Treatment or Punishment, and strongly supported tHé)dat_e, which provided frank anq clear mformapon on t_he
adoption of an optional protocol to the Convention on thsituation of women. Together with the exhaustive replies

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women Provided to the Committee’s numerous questions, the
presentation provided a comprehensive view of the efforts

146. The representative indicated that there had been g{yertaken by the Government in order to achieve full

increase in the proportion of women represented at all IeV‘?,Jémpliance with its obligations under the Convention.
of education, but that at the tertiary level male students still

constituted two thirds of all students. Male students also

Liechtenstein
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152. The Comitee expresses its appreciation to the provide the basis for the design of appropriate policies and
Government of Liechtenstein for its high-level delegation, programmes to accelerate the achievement of equality.
hgapled by the I\/I.|n|ster.for Foreign Affaws, who is also th 62. The Comrttee is concerned about the situation of
Minister for Family Affairs and Equality between Men an

omen in employment and work. It expresses its concern

Women. This enabled the Committee to obtain a realisté(bﬁfut the highly segregated labour market, and the

picture oft.he progress made and of challenges that lay ahec% centration of women in low-paid employment and
in the achievement of equal rights of women and men. part-time work

Positive aspects 163. The Comiittee recommends that the Government avail

) ] itself of the existing body of research and practice on equal
15_3. The Commltee welcomes thg Government'’s Wlthdraw%ay for work of equal and comparable value in order to
ofits reservation to the Convention. overcome pay inequity. The Committee also recommends that
154. The Comiittee notes with satisfaction the establishmerihe Government review the existing system of social security,
of a national machinery to implement the Convention and farticularly with regard to marginal part-time work and the
follow up and implement the commitments of the Platform folaw on parental leave, with a view to ensuring that the system,
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Womeincluding in its effects, does not discriminate against women.

155. The Comrnttee commends Liechtenstein on itsl64. While commending the initiative of the Government to
accession to numerous regional and international humaubsidize the employment of women in private enterprises,
rights instruments. the Committee notes the inadequacy of measures, including
emporary special measures to accelerate de facto equality

etween women and men and affirmative action to address
the situation of women in all areas.

156. The Comiittee also commends Liechtenstein for it
rapid progress in removing discriminatory laws.

Factors and difficulties affecting the 165. The Comiittee urges the Government to implement
implementation of the Convention temporary special measures in accordance with article 4,

157 The Comrittee notes that th rsisten fd lpgragraph 1, of the Convention in order to accelerate the
- 'het.omniee hotes that he persistence ol eep-Sealg, ,cement of women in all areas. Temporary special

social and cultural attitudes which impede the implementati%\easures to promote women have been successful in
of th(le_tConventlon and inhibit the attainment of de faCtg\ddressing structural discrimination against women in politics
equanty. and employment and in accelerating de facto equality for

- . women.
Principal areas of concern and recommendations

166. The Comiittee encourages the Government to realize

158. The Comrr_lltee expresses concern that pa_‘tr'amh@lender equality and requests that it include in its next report
patterns of behaviour persist and thereby compromeésgire  jatailed information on the impact of policies and

equality between women and men that has been aCh'eveﬂrogrammes aimed at implementing the Convention and
159. The Comnttee expresses deep concern at thachieving gender equality.

persistence OT de facto mequall_ty between women a_nd MY'57. The Comiittee expresses serious concern regarding the
which is particularly reflected in the low participation Ofissue of violence against women, in particular the lack of
women in public life and decision-making, in the econome\,’omprehensive information on its incidence

and in their underrepresentation in tertiary education. )
) 168. The Comittee recommends that the Government
160. The Comittee urges the Government to ensure that the, ;e jts policies and measures with regard to violence

proposed equality rights act not only covers working life, blﬁgainst women, taking into consideration general
gxtends to a_II sphere_s oflif_e, in order to accelerate equa'ilé(commendation 19 on violence against women. It also
in both public and private life. recommends that a review be made of the law relating to
161. The Comrttee urges the Government to improve th@rostitution to ensure that prostitutes are not penalized.
collection and use of data disaggregated by sex in order{gq - the comrittee notes the high number of children born
provide strong factual information on the situation of Womep, s ot \vedlock. It recommends the development of studies and

in all areas covered by the Convention, and on the progrésgicaors to determine the impact of laws and policies on
made in its implementation over time. Such information W'Uvomen, since linkages between the strict anti-abortion law

and the high incidence of children born out of wedlock might
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be revealed. The Committee urges the Government to institute  noted that the legislative framework in Greece was considered
measures to prevent single mothers from facing the financial to be one of the most advanced and progressive in the world.
and social risks of poverty. Among recent legislative changes, she highlighted the
0fevision of family law and new legislation concerning

Liechtenstein to provide information addressing the concerf9men’s access to continuing education, vocational training

raised in the present concluding comments in its next periocﬁ?d employmzn;t]' a;]nd tlwab(l)urd rela.t|ons. EnL(?Iment In
report required under article 18 of the Convention. elementary and hig school e ucat|on'was obligatory n
Greece, and therefore illiteracy rates, in all parts of the

171. The Comritee requests the wide dissemination igountry, had decreased significantly in the past decade.
Liechtenstein of the present concluding comments in order o - N ,
to make the people of Liechtenstein, and in particular its’5- The representative identified the elimination of violence

government administrators and politicians, aware of the Ste%gamst wpmen and yvomen s equal and. QC“V(E part|C|pat|on
that have been taken to ensute jureand de facto gender in all socio-economic development policies as the highest

equality and the further steps required in this regard. -”%iorities for the General Secretariat for Equality for the

Committee also requests the Government to continue R§10d 1997-2000. Owing to a lack of adequate data, no clear

disseminate widely, and in particular to women’s and hum&HCture on the extent and forms of violence against women
fights organizations, the conventions, the Committeees?('Sted' Among new actions taken to address the problem was

general recommendations and the Beijing Declaration aHif €stablishment of an expert committee to develop
Platform for Action recommendations on further legislation, measures and

strategies. The Research Centre for Equality Matters was
conducting nationwide research on violence against women.
Forced prostitution and trafficking had also become a serious
Greece problem in Greece.

172. The Comrittee considered the combined second ant76. The changes occurring in theomomic and social

third periodic reports of Greece (CEDAW/C/GRESB) atits  system in recent years had particular consequences for
415th and416th meetings, on 28 January 1999 (seRomen. The achievement of equal opportunities for women

170. The Comittee requests the Government

2. Combined second and third periodic reports

CEDAW/C/SR.415 and 416). and the integration of women into the labour market required
that attention be paid not only to quantitative but also to
Introduction by the State party qualitative aspects in order to ensure thereamic and social

173. The representative of &ce noted that the principIeCOheSion of the country. The General Secretariat for liyua

of gender equality had been established in Greece bygre Promoted the adoption of an action plan for 1998-2000,
Constitution. The legislative and other measures adopt¥§ich had as its centrepiece the mainstreaming of the equal
since then, including relevant directives of the EuropedPPOrtunities policy into all governmental policies.

Union, to consolidate the elimination of discriminationi77. The representative noted theities trends in women'’s
against women in all sectors, had brought about significapérticipation in the labour market, including the increased
changes in the status of women and their increased presepaeticipation of women in the labour force, an increase in
in all sectors. The equality policies adopted sin®®4 had women’s economic activity rate and the fact that three
been aimed at further reducing inequalities, eradicating thejuarters of newly created jobs were occupied by women.
causes and changing existing concepts and attitudes regarqi
the role of women and men in the family, at work and ' political life, the percentage of women in the higher

politics and social life. Emphasis was also placed on trEe%helons of political power remained small. Various policies

development of support mechanisms and structures tﬂd affirmative action measures were sought to increase the

enhgnce|mplementat|pnofsuch measures. Asasectprof Utnber of women in public life, including through
Ministry of the Presidency, the General Secretariat fqr . .

. . . awareness-raising and training.
Equality, established in1985, was the State agency

responsible for equality issues. 179. The right of Greek women to health care was

. . . uaranteed in the Constitution and was realized through a
174. The representative noted that notwithstanding tﬁ%iform and decentralized national health system, as

positive impact of those measures, gender 'nequa“t'génfirmed by various indicators and demographic data.

continued to exist. The representative then reviewed the m%Sptecialized health care was available to all women, including

important actions taken in favour of gender equality. Shl%migrants and refugees, but more programmes are also

78. While women had begun to participate more actively
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planned to address women’s special health problems, governmentrepresentatives and civil society, was established
including teenage abortion, and health issues related to for the preparation of the combined second and third periodic
menopause. A drop in AIDS cases among women had been reports.

reported. 186. The Comiittee welcomes the effortendertaken by the

Government to create equal opportunities for women in the
labour market and the positive trends concerning the women’s
Introduction employment situation. It commends the Government of

g;reece for conducting a pilot survey on time use that aims at

Government of Greece for submitting a well-written anguantlfymg the unpaid household work of women. It also

comprehensive combined second and third periodic repo%)_mmends the Government for its strategies to use the mass

It commends the Government for its oral presentation of tﬁged'a to improve the image of women.

report and for the extensive and frank replies to the questions
posed by the Committee, which enabled it to obtain a clear
picture of the situation of women in Greece.

Concluding comments by the Committee

180. The Comiittee expresses its appreciation to th

Factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Convention

181. The Comiittee notes faourably that the Government187', The Comnttee notes with concern that the prelmag
of Greece considers that the implementation of the Platfomt”amhal structures and societal attitudes concerning the
for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference 0holes of women and men perpetuate discrimination against

Women is substantially linked to the implementation of thwomen in all spheres of public and private life and constitute
Convention an obstacle to achieving equality.

188. The Comiittee notes that the impact of the prdirag
Positive aspects global and regional economic policies and trends is an

182. The Comiittee commends the Government for creatin'grnpedlrnent to the implementation of the Convention.

a comprehensive constitutional and legislative framework for
achieving equality between women and men. It notes in
particular that the Constitution 01975 enshrines the 189. The Coit@e expresses concern at the continuing
principle of equality between women and men and that a existence of violence against women and notes the absence
series of laws and policies have been put in place over the of comprehensive legislative measures to address violence.
years to translate this principle into practice. The Committee It is also concerned about the attitude of law enforcement
notes the favourable legal situation, including with regard to quamsl, especially the police, towards women victims of
employment, vocational training and health. It also notes that violence. It is also concerned that, notwithstanding a high
Greece has ratified the major conventions of the International incidence of sexual harassment in thacsortglegal

Labour Organization (ILO) concerning women workers and regulation remains unclear, and women do not avail
workers with family responsibilities. themselves of available complaint mechanisms.

Principal areas of concern and recommendations

183. The Comirittee commends the Governmentin particulat90. The Comnttee recommends that the Government

for its important new legislative measures concerning family  strengthen the legislative and policy framework to prevent,
law. eliminate and prosecute violence against women, in
0a}ccordance with its general recommendation 19, and the

Equality, the national machinery for the advancement claration on the Elimination of Violence against Women.
women, continues to function as a section of the Ministry (ﬁ recommends that data and information on the prevalence

the Presidency. It also notes the existence of additiorfild tyPes of violence in the family in general, and against

institutions that work on equality issues, such as the Resealtfmen in particular, be gathered as a.ma.tter. of p_rlorlty.
Centre for Equality Matters. Urgent measures should be taken to institutionalize the

] training of police and law enforcement personnel to ensure
185. The Comnttee welcomes the fact that a large numbe&he appropriate handling of cases of violence against women.
of women'’s non-governmental organizations are active in ti8forts should also be made to improve thecessibility and

country, and thagood relationships exist between thosgffectiveness of complaints mechanisms against sexual
organizations of civil society and the governmental machineparassment in the workplace.

for the advancement of women. In this context, it welcomes
the fact that a national committee, with the participation of

184. The Comirittee notes that the General Secretariat f
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191. The Comrittee is concerned that the revision of the00. The Comrnttee urges the Government to adopt
laws on rape has not led to the recognition of rape as a serious innovative measures to raise the percentage of women in all
infringement of a woman’s human right to personal security.  public bodies, including in the legislature, the executive and

192 The Comrittee recommends that the law on rapet,he.JL.|d|C|ary. Efforts sh(?uld alsq be made to encourage other
tities, such as political parties and the private sector, to

including marital rape, be reformed, and that forensfe” , o )
investigation be introduced in the light of genera||ncrease the number of women at senior and decision-making
recommendation 19, the Declaration on the Elimination (I)qrvels.

Violence against Women and recent developments in the la@@1. The Comrittee is concerned that there is a relatively

of other European countries that face similar problems of high level of functional illiteracy in Greece, in particular
violence against women. among elderly and rural women.

193. The Comrittee notes with concern that, following a202. The Government is urged to intensify its efforts to
number of recent court cases, the legality of affirmative action prevent and to remedy fundtitaxacy among women.

and temporary special measures in accordance with article The Govermoeldt glso conduct a comprehensive review
4.1 of the Convention is unclear. of all educational curricula at the primary, secondary and

194. The Comrttee recommends that the Governmerﬁ?rtiary, levels with a view'to eliminating .remaining
clarify the compatibility of its legislative provisions with Iscriminatory a§pects, remeglylng the stergotypmal portrayal
article 4.1 of the Convention to ensure its implementation‘?fWo,men and g!rls and creatmg an educational env!ronment
that is conducive to girls’ and women’s education and
195. The Comittee notes with concern that,earning. The Government should include the achievement
notwithstanding the availability of legal remedies to seels equality between women and men and between girls and
redress for discrimination and the fact that some court casg$ys as a societal goal in its educational policy. The
have been filed to challenge discrimination, very few womefiommittee urges the Government to establish degree-granting

196. The Comrittee recommends that the Governmeri Ppolitical and practical changes aimed at creating a
develop programmes to raise awareness of the constitutioR@N-patriarchal society.

remedy among women and women's groups so thatindividugd3 Noting that there are pitise trends in the employment
acts of discrimination will be consistently challenged and sgation of women, the Committee remains concerned about
that the Constitution will have an impact on governmerhe situation of women in the formal and informal labour
action and policy and on the private sector. market, including the high percentage of unemployed women

197. While noting paisively the fact that prostitution is and the continuing pay gap between women and men. Itis also
decriminalized and instead is dealt with in a regulator§oncerned that many of the new jobs occupied by women
manner, the Committee is concerned that inadequdréght provide onlylow pay and limited career prospects. The

structures exist to ensure compliance with the regulatogemmittee is further concerned that the employment

framework. The Committee is also concerned about tfgospects for women in rural areas, for women who are

increase in trafficking in women. In this regard it notes thamnigrating from the agricultural sector into other employment

insufficient attention is given to possible links between lackreas and for immigrant women remain precarious, especially
of enforcement and trafficking in and migration of women for those with low skills or who are functionally illiterate.

198. The Comiittee recommends that compliance with th@04. The Comiittee urges the Government to assess, in a
regulations governing prostitution be monitored effectivelgomprehensive manner, the changing realities of women’s

and adequate measures to address trafficking in womenWwerk and to develop policies that aim at structural and
introduced. long-term improvements in the employment situation of

. S women. Particular attention should be paid to supporting
.199'|. l_\lo'ilng(';he zllr_e?_(ijlolzv level qf part|c_|pat|(_)n of WOMEN, 5 men who work without pay in family enterprises and on
In political and public life, t e_Comlttee voices its concern family farms. It also urges the Government to address the
at the ap_parent d_ecrease in the percentage o_f women i ¢ women migrant workers.
elected office. It points to the consequences of this situation
for the adoption of gender-sensitive legislative and policd05. The Comiittee is concerned that insufficient attention
measures. is given to gender-specific causes and consequences of illness

and disease and that, consequently, the country’s health policy
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is insufficiently responding to gender factors associated with  211. The Committee recommends that the Government, when
health. preparing its next report, engage in consultations with groups

206. The Comiittee recommends that all health-related dafiat "éPresent minority women.

and statistics be disaggregated by sex and age so that health 212. Theitteemeguests the wide dissemination in
policies, service delivery and allocation of resources can be Greece of the present concluding comments in order to make
assessed in terms of their outcomes for women and men. It the people of Greece, and in particular its government
also recommends that governmental health policies, research administratorditicidp®, aware of the steps that have

and resources be adjusted so as to respond adequately to the been taken tdenswand de facto equality and the

rights of women and men to a high standard of health care and further steps required in this regard. The Committee also
to the gender factors associated with health. requests the Government to continue to disseminate widely,

207. The Comrittee expresses its concern about the high Particular to women's and human rights organizations, the
rate of abortion in Greece, and especially of abortions %P”VEQF'O“’ the Comitiee’s general recommendations and
teenagers. The numbers are indicative of insufficient use B Belling Declaration and Platform for Action.
contraceptives, a lack of sex education and information about .

contraceptives, as well as insufficient or unfocused 1hailand

family-planning efforts. The Committee is also concerned im13. The Comrittee considered the combined second and
this respect about the extent of funding for contraceptiothird periodic reports of Thailand (CEDAW/C/THA/2-3) at
given the comprehensive coverage of health insurance gt 417th and 418th meetings, on 29 January 1999 (see
funding for health services in Greece. CEDAW/C/SR.417 and 418).

208. The Comritee recommends that the Government )
introduce sex education as part of the school curriculum. It Introduction by the State party

also recommends the improvement of family-planning14. In her opening statement, a representative of the
policies and measures so that all women and men have acagggernment of Thailand noted that at the time of its accession
to information about and measures of contraception. It al§® the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
urges the Government to target men in its family-planningiscrimination against Women in 1985, Thailand had made
efforts and to stress the shared responsibilities of women aglen reservations, five of which had been withdrawn by
men in this regard. 1995. The representative indicated that efforts had been made

209. Given the sometimes traumatic flow of immigrants ar{@ amend laws to allow for the withdrawal of the reservation
refugees in the region and constant changes in thé&particle 16 of the Convention, which deals with family life
composition, the Committee is concerned at the low level 8d marriage. However, several laws relating to family life
continuous attention given to them by the Governmerfliscriminated against women, and traditional attitudes
Likewise, the Committee notes that while attention is givefipeded attempts to amend those laws.

to the situation of certain groups of minority women, such 8815 The representative noted that anti-discrimination
gypsies, insufficient information is available concerning th%gislation had been proposed but rejected by Thailand's
situation of other ethnic and religiOUS minority women, SUCIégis|at0rS because the Constitution, promu]gateﬂggs,

as Turks and Albanians. already stipulated equality between women and men and
210. The Comri'ntee urges the Government to deve|op Qrohlblted discrimination on the baSiS Of sex. Othel’ IaWS aISO

general policy to address the particular needs of immigraf¢luded the principle of gender equality.

and migrant women with regard to their protection, healtl»16. The representative drew attention to the National
employment and educational needs. The Committee also urgrfmmission on Human Rights, an independent body that
the Government to ensure that repatriation efforts agguld receive information on violations of human rights. It
consistent with women’s safety and protection needs. TBguld also recommend the amendment of laws and make
Government should also consider entering into bilatergloposals for other remedial measures. She indicated that the
agreements with women migrants’ countries of origin t90-Year Perspective Policy and Plan for Women (1992—
ensure adequate protection of women's rights and safety. TA®¢11) and the Beijing Platform for Action had formed the
Committee encourages the Government to assess the situaggsis of the five-year development plan for women, which
of all minority women with a view to ensuring adequat§vas part of the eighth national, social and economic
support for them. development plan. The National Commission for Women’s
Affairs (NCWA), established in 1989, had resulted from the
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five-year development plan, and among its goals was the information and written responses to the numerous questions
promotion of the advancement of women and the creation of put forward by the pre-session working group, as well as the
gender awareness. The Commission was also responsible for  clear responses provided in the oral presentation made by the
monitoring and evaluating programmes for women and representative of Thailand. The Committee also notes that the
initiating gender-sensitive research. interactive nature ofdhatey’s presentation was useful for

the purpose of sustaining a constructive dialogue with its

217. The representative indicated that théjiBg Platform
g?embers.

for Action had been translated into Thai and that five region
meetings had been organized by the Government to make the 223. The itteenroommends the Government for
public aware of its terms, particularly in regard to violence withdrawing five reservations to the Convention, and
against women and the girl child and trafficking inwomen and encourages it to continue its effort to withdraw the two
children. remaining reservations. It particularly commends efforts to
fwithdraw the reservation to article 16 relating to family life

218. The representative lamowledged that stereotyping o :
é@d marriage.

women and men still existed in Thai society, but there w
growing awareness of the impact of gender stereotypes.
NCWA had conducted a research project with regard to
stereotypes in textbooks, and the Ministry of Education w4, The Comrittee commends the efforts undertaken by
revising textbooks. There had been increasing enrolmentN€WA, in particular in formulating new laws and research-
women in traditionally male-dominated fields. The media haglased policy recommendations. The Committee notes the
also begun to address stereotypes in programmes tbadperation with NCWA and non-governmental organizations
presented women’s views and gender perspectives, but thehat regard.

mass media in Thailand sometimes portrayed women and gEI§5. The Committee is pleased to note that the@ntion

In accordance with traditional stereotypes. and the Beijing Platform for Action have had a visible impact
219. The representative noted that since the submissioroafthe policies and laws of Thailand and in the realization of
the previous report, significant efforts had been made gender equality in the country. The Corittae welcomes the
address the sexual exploitation of and trafficking in womeriew Constitution, which guarantees etitysbetween women
and children. New legislation had been introduced, arthd men and includes provisions to promote the equal
NCWA was currently formulating a national plan of actioremployment of women and men.

for trafficking of women and children. Domestic violence2 . C
. . 6. The Comrttee welcomes legislative measures on
against women and children had also been the focus o%

- : . rafficking, prostitution, nationality, employment and child
government activity, while comprehensive measures ? 9. p Y poy

(o]
prevent child labour had also been introduced.

Positive aspects

abour introduced from 1992 to 1998, as well as the

compulsory education policies that have been adopted, which
220. The representative noted thathaligh there had beenindicate that the Government of Thailand has made serious
some progress in that regard, the participation of womenéfforts to integrate the standards of the Convention into

political and public life remained low. She noted that womedomestic laws and policies.

usually entered traditional occupations and bore primary

responsibility for family obligations. Factors and difficulties affecting the

221. The representative indicated that the 1998 labour implementation of the Convention

protection code provided for gender equality in employmenb 7. The Comiittee notes that the recent financial crisis has

and prohibited sexual harassment. NCWA, in collaboratiQjeen affecting the country’s economic and social development
with the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, wouldand is an impediment to the implementation of the

establish a system to monitor that legislation so that it couithnvention.

be enforced effectively. . . - .
Y 228. The Comrttee is concerned that traditional attitudes

that foster discrimination against women and girls continue
to prevail and to hinder the full implementation of the
Introduction Convention.

222. The Comnitee expresses its appreciation to th@29. The Comiitee is concerned with the continued
Government of Thailand for its candid and comprehensixistence of Thailand’s reservation to article 16 of the
report, a supplementary report, as well as the additior@bnvention which relates to marriage and family life.

Concluding comments of the Committee
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236. The Committee expresses its concern about the status
of women migrant workers. In particular, the Committee is
230. The Comrittee expresses its concern at the lack gfoncerned about cross-border trafficking in women and girls,
effective law enforcement mechanisms and the lack of cadesced prostitution and the commercial sex industry.

filed by women in the courts on the basis of constitutionals7 The Comriitee strongly recommends that the

guarantees. The Committee urges NCWA t0 StUQY,yernment consider the issue of migration and commercial
constitutional developments in othesuntries and practical goy \work as a critical human rights issue.

ways of strengthening the capacity of women to use the )
Constitution to ensure gender equality. 238. The Comrttee recommends that the Government

) ) ] explore the possibility of cooperation with other countries and
231. The Comrittee remains concerned that thervention  .qqrdination with non-governmental organizations when

is not d.irectly applicable in the courts !n Thailand_ and th%troducing measures to address the issue.

there is no separate law exclusively dealing with . o
discrimination against women. The absence of a definition 6#9- The Comitee expresses concern about hill-tribe
discrimination congruent with the Convention in th&vomen and girls, whose rights may not be effectively
Constitution is also of serious concern. protected by national laws.

232. The Comiittee recommends the introduction of specifi@40. The Comritee recommends the introduction of
anti-discrimination legislation in compliance with article 11€gislation and other measures to protect effectively the rights
of the Convention. of hill-tribe women and girls.

233. Noting the previing traditional attitudes affecting the 241. The Comiittee expresses its concern at the high suicide
advancement of Thai women, the Committee recommends tFate: as well as the prevalence of mental illness, among
sensitization programmes for policy makers, administrator§9men.

legal personnel and other professionalglved in the health 242. The Comrittee recommends that the Government
and education sector be provided. The Committenductresearch into these matters and include information
recommends that school textbooks be revised to eliminaig them in the next report.

stereotyped images of women and girls and to inclu
women’s human rights issues.

Principal areas of concern and recommendations

$e43. Reognizing that sexual harassment, rape, domestic
violence and marital rape, whether in the family, the
234. The Comittee is concerned about thecommunity or the workplace, constitute violations of women’s
underrepresentation of women in ljgics and decision- right to personal security and bodily integrity, the Committee
making structures, including the judicial system. Itrges the Government of Thailand to amend the penal code
emphasizes the importance of fostering a political and socialthe light of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
environment conducive to women’s promotion in all sectorggainst Women and general recommendation 19 of the
of public and private life. The Committee recommends theommittee.
mtro_ductlon of afﬁrmatlve action _pohugs or temporary244_ The Comiittee is concerned that traditional stereotypes
special measures in accordance with article 4, paragraph ?. .
. ) ; Wwomen and men are reflected in some laws and portrayed
of the Convention, with goals and timetables to address tHe .
situation in” school text books and through the media, thereby

undermining positive policies relating to gender equality.

235. Reognizing that the Government has successfulg%_ The Comiittee urges that a review be made of laws and

raised the legal employment age from 12 to 15 years ho%licies and school text books in order to remove gender

extending compulsory education from 6 to 9 years, t e ereot Ital ds that th diab d
Committee continues to be concerned about the early drop—?u‘? ypes. 1 &1S0 recommends [hat Ihe media be encourage
. . . 0 portray girls and women in non-stereotyped ways.

of girls from school and their early entry into the labour force.
The Committee takes note of the proposal to introduce2#46. The Comiittee encourages the Government to give full
children’s rights law and recommends that the Governmeaitention to the needs of rural women and to ensure that they
ensure that its provisions conform with the Convention on thenefit from policies and programmes in all areas, in
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Womenparticular access to decision-making, health, education and
and the relevant provisions of the Convention on the Righsgcial services.

of the Child.

28



AI54/38 (Part )

247. The Comiittee is concerned that the current Name Law  of the nationah@ay and the strengthening of the legal
and other laws operate so as to restrict women’s access to  system.

credit and land ownership when they marry foreigners. 254. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the
248. The Comirttee strongly recommends the timely Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women (the
introduction of the proposed amended Names Act and the Women'’s Law), adoft®@82nconstuted the first basic
Nationality Law. law to protect women’s rights and interests in a

249. The Comiittee requests the Government ofThailan{‘]o_mp_rQhenSiVe and systematic manner. ,lt deﬁ“e‘?', four
to provide information addressing the concerns raised in tHémupIes and set out the rights of women in the political,

present concluding comments in its next periodic repo?Fltural’ educational, labour and economic sphere, as well as
required under article 18 of the Convention in marriage and the family and with regard to the person.

250. The Comiittee requests the wide dissemination o2 The Programme for the Development of Chinese

Thailand of the present concluding comments in order Vé!ome”’ formula'ted in 1995 in the I!ght of the Biag :
make the people of Thailand, and in particular governmeﬁ{atform for Action, constituted the f|rs'F comprehenswye
administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that hayg29"amme on the overall plan of action for women s
been taken to ensude jureand de facto equality forwomendevempment' T.h.e Progra.mme was aimed at encouraging
and the further steps that are required in that regard. It a@vernment entities at various levels to take concrete steps

requests the Government to continue to disseminate widJRf women’s political participation, employment, education

and in particular to women’s and human rights organization%r,1d health care, thus further implementing in practice the

the Convention, the Committee’s general re(:ommendatio?ﬁ%nce'O,t of gender equality as stlpulat.ed in the Iaw. Among
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. the main measures taken to ensure implementation of the

Women's Law were the establishment of specialized
agencies, the formulation of implementation measures by the
various levels of administration in the light of local

China conditions, nationwide legal awareness campaigns, and

251. The Comiittee considered the combined third and€view and monitoring of implementation.

fourth periodic reports of China (CEDAW/C/CHN/3-4 ang56. The representative noted that the report also discussed
Corr.1and Add.1 and 2) at its 419th to 421st meetings, onfe steps taken by the Government of China to implement the
and 2 February 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.419-421Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Additional
Addendum 2 to the third and fourth periodic reports coverggformation had been submitted to the Coittee concerning

the implementation of the Convention by the Government gfeasures taken from 1996 to mid—1998, including the
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, over whickevision of laws, improved action against criminal activities
the Government of China resumed the exercise of sovereiggdigeted at women and children, and re-employment measures

3. Third and fourth periodic reports

on 1 July 1997. for workers laid off in the economic restructuring. Follow-up
action taken by relevant government institutions to implement
Introduction by the State party the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action were also

252. The representative of China, in his oduction, noted COVered. Activities of non-governmental organizations in
that the Government of China had always attached gré}j{ptectmg women’s rights and interests were also included
importance to the implementation of the Convention. TH8 the report.

present report, covering the years 1989 to 1995, had bexgv7. In conclusion, the representative noted that despite the
drafted under the leadership of the National Committee eremendous amount of work done to promote women'’s full
Women and Children under the State Council, a bogyarticipation in development, quite a number of women in
composed of 23 ministries and commissions of theural areas lived in poverty, more than 100 million women
Government, and five non-governmental organizations. were still illiterate, and in the transition from a planned

253. The representative highlighted the gradual improvem&#onomy to a market eaomy and the reform process, large

in the situation of women in political participation, educatiorf)Umbers of women workers had been laid off and were

health care and employment during the reporting period. &xPeriencing difficulties finding new employment. The

the same time, he noted that the equal rights of women nRgticipation of women in political life was still low, incidents
not been fully realized. The elimination of discriminatiorPf Violations of women's rights continued to occur and certain

against women was being pursued through the developm&ffial evils persisted. He emphasized, however, that his
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Government was determined to continue its efforts, and access to and opportunities in education, which included nine
welcomed the support of the international community in that  years of free and universal basic education. More than half
regard. the university graduates in 1997 were women.

258. The representative of the Hong Kong Special 264. Women's health remajoeeament priority, and
Administrative Region, in introducing theitral report of the a range of health-care services was available to women,
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region including with regard to reproductive health. Hong Kong'’s
(CEDAWI/C/CHN/3-4/Add. 2), noted that the Government infant mityteate was among the lowest in the world, and

of China had resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong women'’s life expectancy was 82.2 years.

‘}‘<ong, with effect from 1 JUI%Q_SI)_E,urg:der the .p”m;]'pclie gf 265. The representative noted that China had entered seven
one country, two systems”. The Convention had be&fseations and declarations in respect of the application of

exter?ded.to Hong. Kong on 14_Ocltober 1996 and hqﬂe Convention to Hong Kong. These would be kept under
remained in force since the reunification on 1 July 1997. review

259. The representative noted that the Basic Law of the HOE@& In conclusion, the representative welcomed the
Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Repum'&ommittee’s views émd suggestions in support of the full
of China, the constitutional document of the Region, includei plementation of the Convention.

a list of fundamental rights and freedoms of residents an
other persons in the Region, applicable to women and men.
The Basic Law also provided for the continuing application
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and ~ Introduction

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culturd§7  The comiittee expresses its appreciation to the

Rights, and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance. Government of China for submitting its combined third and

260. The representative explained that in the period betweferrth periodic reports. However, the Committee notes that
1996 andl1998, a legislative review had beendertaken the report insufficiently follows the Committee’s guidelines
leading to the enactment of a number of amendments afiid the preparation of periodic reports. In particular, the
ordinances to eliminate discriminatory or unfair treatment 6€port does not incorporate sufficient statistical data
women. The rights of women were also protected Hgisaggregated by sex, comparing the current situation to that
legislation that included the Sex Discrimination Ordinancat the time of the previous report.

(1995) and the Family Status Ordinand®07). The Equal 268, The Comriittee commends the Government for its oral

Opportunities  Commission, an independent StatUtO%esentation of the report, and for the detailed oral and written
organization established in 1996, was responsible for thgp|ies, including statistical information, to the questions
elimination of discrimination and the promotion of equa“%osed by the Committee.

between women and men, for enforcing the

anti-discrimination ordinances and for handling complaint¢®9- The Comittee commends the Government for having
sent a high-level and large delegation that included specialists

261. The Government's Policy Groups, chaired by the Chighm different departments of the central Government, as well
Secretary for Administration and attended by senigfs the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, headed by

representatives of the policy bureaux, ensured coordinatigf permanent Representative of China to the United Nations.

among the various bureaux on all matters concerning women. ) ) )
270. The Comnttee notes that Chinese women constitute

in Hong Kong was apparent in different areas. In 1997,
women accounted for 39 per cent of the total working

population and made up 33 per cent of the civil service. ) ) o
Women also occupied two out of the three highest rankirfg 1- The Comnttee acknowledges with appreciation the

government posts. Almost a third of the members of tfePMprehensive efforts undertaken by the Government of
Executive Council were women. Women made up betwe&ina to implement the Convention since the consideration

21 and 36 per cent of the legal, accounting and medic@f its second periodic report in 1992. These efforts are
professions. indicative of the political will of the Government to eliminate

_discrimination and to advance equality between women and
263. The Government of the Hong Kong Specighen The Committee reaffirms that the Convention recognizes
Administrative Region was committed to providing equah st women's rights include civil, political, economic, social

Concluding comments by the Committee: China

Positive aspects
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and cultural rights and that they are an inalienable, integral ~ Factors and difficulties affecting the
and indivisible part of universal human rights. implementation of the Convention

272. The Comiittee commends the Government for furthe276. The Comirittee notes that the great size and diversity
strengthening the legislative framework to ensure equality of China pose special challenges to the realization of equality
between women and men. It notes in particular the 1992 Law between women and men.

on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women (tI}%T The Comiittee notes that the persistence of prejudice

Women’s Law), the 1995 Mother and (,:h,'ld Health.Law, thgnd stereotypical attitudes concerning the role of women and
1996 and 1997 amendments to the criminal law with rega en in the family and in society, based on views of male

to trafficking in women, the 1996 Law on the Protection 0é;periority and the subordination of women, constitutes a

the R|ghts a}n_d Interests of the Elderly concerning Socigy oy s impediment to the full implementation of the
security provisions for the elderly, and the recent revision onvention

the law on adoption.

273. The Comii ds the G ; h278. The Comiittee considers that the gap between the
) e Comnttee commends the Government for t Qituation of women in urban areas and those in rural and

elaboration of programmes to ensure implementation of tho
laws, and especially the Programme for the Developmenti
Chinese Women (1995-2000). It notes the achievements o
the Government in ensuring social and economic rights ff 9. The Comiittee notes with concern the adverse impact
hundreds of millions of people. It also notes that economff €conomic restructuring on women in the trios from a
reforms in recent years havedaght about strong and steadyplanned economy to a marketa@wmy, and in particular the
economic growth. The Committee commends the efforts 8ender-specific consequences for women'’s employment and
the Government to combine economic restructuring witlg-€mployment.

concern for the social well-being of China’s citizens. It

commends, in particular, the Government’s efforts to alleviate ~ Principal areas of concern and recommendations

poverty, to address the unemployment of women, to modi§go. The Comrittee is concerned that the Government's
gender stereotypes, including in the mass media, to initig§gproach to the implementation of the Convention has an
legal awareness campaigns and to reduce illiteracy of womggn arent focus on the protection of women rather than on
in rural areas. The Committee also commends the work of thgs, empowerment. Thus, the central machinery responsible
All China Women'’s Federation in implementing governmeng government policy is the National Working Corittee on
policy for gender equality. Women and Children, perpetuating the identification of
274. The Comiittee welcomes the overall increase ovomen with children. Similarly, in the area of women’s
facilities and persnnel for maternal health care, the greatdiealth, there is a focus on mother-child health, limited to
access to family planning services and to primary health caréomen’s reproductive function. Likewise, labour laws and
It commends the Government for its collaboration witiegulations overemphasize the protection of women.

UNFPA to initiate a pilot family planning programme, basedg1  The Comrittee recommends that the Government
on voluntary participation, information and freedom of choicge_examine its approach to realizing gender equality, with an
The Committee welcomes in particular the Governmentgmphasis on the human rights framework of the Convention
strong and unequivocal objection to the use of coercivg,g the empowerment of women. The Government should
measures in implementation of its population policy.  encourage a country-wide social dialogue that advocates
275. The Comiittee commends the Government for hostinggquality between women and men, and a comprehensive
in September 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Wome@hblic campaign aimed at changing traditional attitudes.

and for its subsequent efforts to implement the Beijingg> The Comrittee recommends that the Government
Declaration and Platform for Action. The Committegyamine and enhance the structure, authority and resources

emphasizes that the Convention constitutes the legal basis gpghe national machinery for the advancement of women.

framework for the implementation of the Platform for Action, o ) )
283. Although the Convention is an integral part of Chinese

law, the Committee is concerned that the Women'’s Law does
not contain a definition of discrimination against women. It

is also concerned that the Women’s Law does not provide for
effective remedies in cases of violation of the law. It is unclear

ote areas constitutes a major obstacle to the full
Plementation of the Convention.
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whether the Convention can be, or ever has beemlkied in 289. The Comrttee recommends decriminalization of
a court of law, and what the outcome of such cases might have prostitution. Given the HIV/AIDS pandemic, thit€omm
been. also recommends that due attention be paid to health services

284. The Comiittee recommends that the Government adoléqr women in prostitution. The Government is also urged to
legislation that expressly prohibits gender discriminatio gke measures for.the rehabilitation and reintegration of
including unintentional and indirect discrimination, inProstitutes into society.

accordance with the definition in article 1 of th@®ention. 290. Notwithstanding the serious efforts of the Government

It also recommends that the Government improve the tocombat trafficking in women, the Committee expresses its
availability of means of redress, including legal remedies, concern about reports in some localities of corrupt officials
under the Women’s Law. The Government should provide who are involved or colluding in the trade in women,

legal aid to women who suffer discrimination in its various including through payments from prostitutes.

forms, to assist them in the realization of their rights. It shouldy,  +1o comrittee urges the Government to investigate
also widely publicize all these measures so that adequ?é%mts of local officials’ involvement in trafficking and the

enforcement of the law can be ensured. The COmm'ﬂ'ﬁ&ploitation of prostitution, and to prosecute all persons
recommends further that the Government adopt measures A aged in such practices

allocate resources at both the central and provincial levels to

monitor implementation of the various laws on gende#92. The Comiittee is concerned that the proportional
equality. representation of women in all spheres of public life, and

especially at the higher decision-making levels, has increased

285. The Comntee is concerned about the diverse form nly minimally since the consideration of China’s second

of violence against women in China, including custodiq,e ort
violence, sexual abuse, domestic violence, sexual violenca ' .
and sexual harassment in the workplace. The Committee2@3. The Comrittee urges the Government to adopt

also concerned that economic conditions may contribute@Mnporary special measures within the meaning of article 4,
an increase in violence against women. paragraph 1 of the Convention to increase the number of

h . hat th women at the higher echelons of Government. The women'’s
286. The Commtee recommends that the Governmer}glent bank of the All China Women’s Federation should be

examine and revise its laws and policies on violence agairbssted extensively to increase the percentage of women in all

women '3 _the I'g?]t_ Ohf tlge lC(cj)mn;ltte(_as fgenera ublic bodies. The Government should also encourage
recommendation 19. This should include adoption ofa special, o pajance in the composition of village committees.

law on domestic violence and provision of services fo

survivors, such as shelters and hotlines. The handling 294. Notwithstanding the Government's jitoge efforts and
domestic violence cases should be systematically includecfighievements in reducing illiteracy, the Committee is
the training of law enforcement officials and health-cargoncerned about the disproportionate persistence of illiteracy
personnel. The Committee urges the Government to regul@&fB0Nng women, especially women in rural and remote areas,
sexual harassment and to provide legal remedies for wondid among ethnic and religious minority women. The
victims of sexual harassment in the workplace. ThHeommittee also notes a lack of information concerning the
Committee requests the Government to provide informatiguation of women in science and technology.

in its next report on procedures for ensuring the rights 95, The Comiittee recommends that the Government adopt
women in custody to protection from sexual abuse and farspecific time-frame, with budgetary and resource allocation,
sanctioning prison officers responsible for such abuse. for the achievement of universal literacy and primary

287. The Comiiitee recommends that the Governmerfducation. It should also abolish official andofficial school
consider the possibility of extending an invitation to thées, which often resultin the exclusion of girls from enjoying

Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, includid§eir right to education, particularly in poor rural areas.
its causes and consequences, to visit China and all fpecial measures and incentives should be introduced to
provinces. ensure that girls are able to fully utilize access to primary

. . _ . .education, and are given opportunities for secondary and
.288' The Comiittee is concerned thatprpst|tut|qn, V,Vh'cr_higher education and vocational training. Likewise, the
is often a result of paverty and econamic deprivation, ‘Eommittee urges the Government to revisbaa textbooks

illegal in China. and curricula to eliminate gender stereotypes and to include
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the achievement of gender equality as a societal goal inits  forced sterilizations and abortions, arbitrary detention and
education policy. house detitions, particularly in rural areas and among

296. The Comrttee is concerned about the economi(‘?thnlc minorities;

situation of women in the transition from a centrally planned (c) The Committee is concerned about the growing
to a market economy. The rising unemployment of women, disparity in the male/female sex ratio at birth as an unintended
difficulties in finding new employment, the lack of consequence of the population policy, owing to the
enforcement of labour laws for women workers and the discriminatory tradition of son preference. The shortage of
continuing categorization of certain jobs as unsuitable for females may also have long-term implications regarding
women are of particular concern. The Committee is concerned trafficking in women;

that retraining of unemployed women forjob; in the service (d) The Committee is concerned about illegal
sector may lead to furt.her gender.segregatmn of the Iabﬁi'ractices of sex-selective abortion, female infanticide and the
market, with women being trapped in low-wage sectors. T

. ith h eetd with %n-registration and abandonment of female children. The
Committee notes with concern that women & WIth 8g€ ¢ mmittee expresses particular concern about the status of

discrimination as they seek .re—employment.. It is als%ut-of-plan” and unregistered children, many of them girls,
concerned that an overemphasis on the protection of, rathar may be officially non-existent and thus not entitled to

than equal opportunities for, women in th,e labour mark% ucation, health care or other social benefits.
perpetuates stereotypes and creates additional obstacles for . .
women competing in a market economy. The Committee notd80. The Comiittee urges the Government to examine the

that the situation of women workers in special economiays in which its population policy is implemented at the
zones also remains a concern. local level and initiate an open public debate thereon. It urges
. _ the Government to promote information, education and
297. The Comrittee is concerned about the consequenc 8unsdz|ing, in order to underscore the principle of

of women's loss of ,err_lployment, or of interrupte eproductive choice, and to increase male responsibility in
employment,_ on women’s rights to housing, health care aﬂﬂs regard. The Government should make clear that coercive
social security. and violent measures are prohibited and enforce such
298. The Comiittee urges the Government to analyse, from prdlobh through fair legal procedures that sanction

a gender perspective, the effects of its economic policies, and  officials acting in excess of their authority. The Committee
to take steps to mitigate andenteract their negative effects  urges the Government todate gender-sensitivity training

on women. In addition to enforcing existing labour laws, the  for family planning officials.

Commlttie |gV|tes the_GO\:jgrnmept to mcre;x;e won;_erb,%l_ Reognizing that male children, especially in rural and

me‘i‘(”s_ OI rs_ resbs against |S(;]r|m|nat|0n_ an |fnequa 'tY &mote areas, remain responsible for supporting people in old
work, including by promo“”@,’ the re_cog_nmon orwomen Sage, the Government should explicitly address the linkages
right to participate in workers’ organizations and their ”gWJetween economic security in old age and its family planning

to strike. policies. It should take all appropriate measures to modify and

299. The Comrittee recognizes that population growth is  eliminate son preferertee alia, by expanding educational

a genuine and severe problem and that considerable progress and employment opportunities for women in rural areas. The
has been made in providing family planning services, but Government should enforce laws against sex-selective
expresses concern about various aspects of the abortion, female infanticide and abandonment of children and
implementation of China’s population policy, including the remove all legal disabilities from “out-of-plan” and
following: unregistered children.

(a) The Committee notes with concern that only 1802. The Comrittee is concerned that traditional attitudes
per cent of men use contraceptives, thus making contraception  and prejudices against women remain particularly pronounced
and family planning overwhelmingly a woman’s inrural areas. It notes, in particular, the lack of opportunities
responsibility. In the light of the fact that vasectomy is far less  for rural women to benefit fully from dmoetc progress
intrusive and costly than tubal ligation, targeting mainly of China, and that rural women face loss of property rights as
women for sterilization may amount to discrimination; aresult of change in marital status. In this regard, it notes that

(b) Notwithstanding the Government's clear rejectioﬁome 70 per cent of agricultural workers are women and that

of coercive measures, there are consistent reports of abﬂyé requclireE par::cu}l]l.arh attentlofn. ,T,Ze Commmeel is also
and violence by local family planning officials. These inclug€oncermed aboutthe high rates of suicide among rural women.
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303. The Comiittee recommends that all government policy Government on its oral presentation of the report and for the
and planning for rural areas, including micro-credit, small detailed oral and written replies, including statistical
enterprise development and other income-generating projects, information, to the questions posed by the Committee.

be developedwiththefullandactiveparticipationofrura:},)09 The Comiittee notes that there are many

Women,. Ur.g.ent attention should be given to addres§| Ton-governmental organizations working actively in Hong
women'’s suicide rates through measures such as the prOVI%ﬁg for the full implementation of the Convention

of mental health services and a better understanding of the
causes of these suicides. Women'’s studies centres could be
encouraged to undertake the necessary research. The
Government is urged to ensure that women have eqwdl0. The Comittee commends the Government of China

enjoyment of land rights independent of their marital statur the continuing applicability of the Convention to the Hong

. . . . .. Kong Special Administrative Region following resumption
304. The Comiittee notes that there is no discussion in thnghinese sovereignty over Hong Kong on 1 July 19@iler

report of women’s participation in the informal sector of th%e principle of “one country, two systems”. It notes that the

Positive aspects

economy. The Committee requests that this issue pe : . : . .
. , overnment has disseminated the Convention, including
addressed in the Government’s next report.

through the Internet.

.305' The Commtge.urg.es the Qovernment 0 mtggrate, '311. The Committee welcomes the guarantee of human rights

its next report, statistical information under each article of the ) .
. . . . . and fundamental freedoms of women and men, contained in

Convention, to provide analysis of the situation of wome

fhe Hong Kong Basic Law and in the Bill of Rights Ordinance.

over time, as well as in comparison to the situation of e a1so notes the recent adoption and revision of laws to

so that an assessment can be made of the factual progress. L ; .
o : ) eliminate discrimination against women. The Committee
made in implementation of the Convention.

commends, in particular, the Sex Discrimination Ordinance
306. In the light of the diversity of theountry and its of 1995 and the establishment theneler of the Equal
population, the Committee repeats the request it made in @pportunities Commission as an independent statutory body
concluding comments on China’s second periodic report, th@tid with adequate resources, responsible for addressing
the Government provide in its reports a breakdown e@bmplaints on discrimination and promoting gender equality
information by provinces and autonomous regions and alg@ough public education and other means.

include information on ethnic minorities particularly th

) ©312. The Comiittee welcomes the recent judicial decision
Uyghur and Tibetan peoples.

which has enforced the right to non-discrimination by
307. The Comiittee urges the Government to translate theecognizing that a non-marital child can claim residence in
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discriminationthe Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on the basis
against Women into local languages. It recommendsofthe residence rights of either her mother or father.

comprehensive public campaign to improve legal literacy %flS The Comiittee expresses satisfaction at the high level
the Convention and to raise awareness of genderliggaa ’

. . : f liter nd the universal tem of fr tion.
a societal goal and of women'’s rights as human rights. It algo eracy and the universal system of free educatio

recommends gender-sensitization training on the basis of the

Convention for allgovernment officials and cadres. The

Committee urges the Government to initiate broad public

discussions in the various provinces and autonomous regi@ist. The Comrttee notes with concern that China has

in the preparation of its fifth periodic report under article 1@ntered seven reservations and declarations in respect of the

of the Convention. provisions of the Convention as applied to Hong Kong. Of

particular concern is the reservation exempting “the affairs

Concluding comments by the Committee: Hong  of religious denominations or orders” from the scope of the
Kong Special Administrative Region Convention.

Factors and difficulties affecting the
implementation of the Convention

Introduction L .
Principal areas of concern and recommendations

308. The Comittee expresses its appreciation to th
Government of China, Hong Kong Special Administrativ
Region, for submitting, in a timely manner, an extremely wel
structured and informative initial report. It commends th&yomen

§15. The Comiittee expresses concern that the Basic Law
f_ioes not contain a prohibition of discrimination against
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316. The Comrnttee recommends the adoption of a domestic workers, with a view to their empowerment and
constitutional definition of discrimination, both direct and reititdtion, including thiough psychological counselling,
indirect, to complement the prohibition of discrimination in  legal aid, temporary shelter and appropriate health services.
civil law under the Sex Discrimination Ordinance. The Committee also urges the amendment of existing

317. Notwithstanding the important mandate and valuablf§giSIation to include marital rape as a criminfal offence. It
work of the Equal Opportunities Commission, the Coitte reguest§ the Qovernment to prqwde mformghon on sexual
is concerned about the absence of a governmental mechanf&Hj1€S: including rape and marital rape, in its next report
for the advancement of women in Hong Kong charged Wiﬂ‘\nder article 18 of the Convention.

the pro-active development of policy and long-term strategi@25. The Comiittee notes that while prostitution itself is not

on gender equality. unlawful, provisions to ensure the health and safety of sex

318. The Comiittee recommends that the Government of th\e(orkers are unclear, and there may be discrimination against
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region establish a higP(\-’om‘:“n in the enforcement of related crimes.

level central mechanism with appropriate powers and 326. The @Gtemecommends that adequate regulations
resources to develop and coordinate a women-focused policy to protect women sex workers be put in place and enforced.
and long-term strategy to ensure effective implementation of It also recommends that the Government monitor the links
the Convention. between the presence of migrant women, a regulatory

319. The Comrittee expresses concern that the eIectorQPproaCh to prostitution and trafficking in women.

system of the Region contains structural obstacles to the equal 327. Theit@@wommends efforts to develop a standard
political participation of women, which is indirect labour contract for migrant workers with provision for
discrimination against women, especially with respect to the minimum wages, but it is concerned that these workers can
functional constituencies. be exposed to abuse and custodial violence.

320. The Comnttee urges the Government to take alB28. The Commnitee recommends that the Government
measures necessary to ensure the equal representation of monitor and take action to protect women migrant workers
women in all constituencies, including rural committees, on from abuse and violence, as well as to prevent such violence.

the basis of the principle of universal and equal suffrage,'gbg_ Noting that over 50 per cent okgent university

accordance with the Committee’s general recommendatiBP(,Jm|uates were women, the Committee is nevertheless

23. concerned at the degree of segregation in the educational
321. The Comiittee notes the low representation of women specialization of women and men and at the low percentage
in governmental advisory boards and statutory committees, of women in the higher levels of the teaching professions and
as well as in the civil service and the judiciary. academia.

322. The Comiittee recommends that the Government mak&30. The Comiittee recommends the adoption of temporary

use of affirmative action and temporary special measures in special measures aimed at increasing de facto equality
accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of then@entionto between women and men within the meaning of article 4,
realize women'’s right to participation in all areas of public paragraph 1 of the Convention, to increase the number of
life and particularly at high levels of decision-making. It also women in non-traditional areas of education, especially in
recommends that the Government study the experience of science, technology and engineering, and to promote women
other countries in using quotas, timetables for achieving from junior artieemypostions in teaching and academia
specified goals and databases on women candidates, with a to senior positions. It urges the Government to address the
view to applying them in Hong Kong. perpetuation of gender stereotypes and to allocate adequate

323. The Comiittee is concerned that the Domesti¢®SOUrces for gender studies programmes.

Violence Ordinance applies only to physical abuse in marital 331. Noting the growing participation of women in the
relations, and that it does not provide for counselling and formal economy and the low level of unemployment of
treatment of offenders. It also notes with concern that the women, the Committee is nonetheless concerned about the
report does not contain information on rape and that marital large discrepancies in wages earned by men and women. The
rape is not considered a criminal offence in the Hong Kong Committee is also concerned about the highly
Special Administrative Region. disproportionate number of women in the lowest wage levels,

324. The Comrittee recommends that the GovernmerﬁSpeCia”y given the absence of minimum wage laws. The
enhance services for survivors of domestic violence, including
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Committee is also concerned that the contraction of the ]
manufacturing sector affects particularly low-skilled women. ~ Introduction by the State party

332. The Comiittee recommends that the principle of equa}38: N intoducing the report, the representativederlined
pay for work of equal value be included in relevant legislatiof® commitment of the Government of Colombia to the goal
and that criteria be established to determine the measur@bf@énder equality. She noted that that commitment was

equal value in a largely gender-segregated labour markeffanifested in the Plan for Equal Opportunities between
Women and Men, which was in the process of being adopted

333. The Comrittee encourages the Government to revieWn 4 \yhich was part of the National Plan for Development.
regularly the reservations entered to the Convention. It urgefe coordinating institution for the plan would be the

the Government to amend all laws that are incompatible Wity tional Office for Equality for Women, the government
the Convention, including those relating to immigration ang

X s - i ency responsible for coordinating activities to promote the
to pension schemes, with a view to removing the releVa@guality and participation of women. The Plan would be a

reservations. In particular, it encourages the Governmentdpyificant part of the implementation of the international

eliminate discrimination against indigenous women following,mmitments for the advancement of women including the
its review of the small house policy. The Committee a'~°’8eijing Platform for Action.

encourages the Government to re-examine the reservation o )
relating to the favourable treatment of women in respect g89. The representative indicated that article 13 of the 1991

labour law protection of pregnancy and maternity, whicfyonstitution incorporated the conce_zpt of equality between
might well be in accordance with articles 4, paragraph 1, a¥¢Pmen and men as a fundamental right. She also noted that

11, paragraph 2, of the Convention, as well as that regardigicle 93 of the Constitution provided that treaties took
religious denominations. precedence over domestic legislation and were drawn on the

) o _interpretation of the Bill of Rights.
334. The Comrittee invites the Government to hold public

consultations with non-governmental organizations in ti#0- Among the cortgutional mechanisms to ensure the

process of the implementation of the Convention and wh&fective exercise of human rights in Colombia veas:ion
preparing its second periodic report. de tutelg which allowed individuals to seek protection of

) _ fundamental human rights in the courts. Laws could also be
335. The Comritiee requests the Government of China angq,ght before the courts and declared undiomsonal. The

the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrativgsyresentative noted that a large body of jurisprudence with

Region to provide information addressing the concerns raisPébard to human rights had developed over the eight years
in the present concluding comments in the next periodignce the adoption of the 1991 Cditstion.

report required under article 18 of the Convention. o )
341. The representative informed the Coittee that recent

336. The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination inqyities of the National Office for Eqisy for Women had
China and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region ¢f,jyded support to women’s organizations in activities to

the prt_esent concluding F:omments, in _order to _make the peoB‘%mote political participation and citizenship, the
of China and the Region, and particularly its governmey,engthening of women's networks, as well as the discussion

administrators, politicians and senior level cadres aware @fiy women’s organizations on the National Development
the steps that had been taken to enslegureand de facto Plan. 1998-2002.

equality for women and further steps that are required in that o ]

regard. It also requests the Government to continue 342. Therepresentative indicated that Law 294 on violence
disseminate widely, and in particular to women’s and humaf the family had been adopted in 1996 and that the
rights organizations, the Convention, the Committee’s genet3ier-American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment

recommendations and the Beijing Declaration and Platforafid Eradication of Violence against Women had also been
for Action. ratified. She also described Law 360, adopted9®7, which

increased penalties for violence. In addition, the title of the
chapter of the Penal Code relating to sexual crimes had been
] amended to emphasize such crimes as the violation of
Colombia personal freedom and dignity, rather than morals.

337. The Comrittee considered the fourth periodic reporg43. The representative noted that diamd women faced
of Colombia (CEDAW/C/COL/4) at its 422nd and 423r‘g§nificant problems, including violence, and that the
meetings, on 3 February 1999 (see CEDAW/C/SR.422 agfbvernment had introduced the National Plan for Attention

423). to the Displaced Population to give priority attention to their

4. Fourth periodic reports
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needs. She also described the effects of armed conflict on an in-depth review of the implementation of each article of
women. the Convention.

344. The representative informed the Coittee that 351. The Comittee appreciates the fact that the
women'’s representation in public life in Colombia was still  Government of Colombia supports the adoption of an optional
low, but that the President had recently appointed two women  protocol tochee@tion.

ministers. While there had been some increase in the
enrolment of girls at the primary level, their educational level
was still lower than boys. tiatives to improve girls’ access 352. The Comrittee notes that the Convention can be

to education included a project to address stereotyptyoked in national courts, since it enjoysemedence within
textbooks and promote coeducation. the domestic legal order and thus prevails in situations of

. . . conIict of laws.
345. The representative noted that an increasing number o

women were entering the labour market, in particular in urb&3. The Comiiitee takes note of the significant progress
areas. However, despite their level of education, they receivié@it has been achieved with the adoption of legislative

lower wages than men and occupied fewer decision-makiftgasures for the protection of women. The 1991 Constitution
positions. In addition, women were affected byrovides for the equality of men and women before the law

unemployment. and defines discrimination. In accordance with the

Constitution, important social legislation has been enacted,

336' The re?resentatlve(;n;ilcaztjd that I'f]? expectancy_l\_/v%auding legislation on education, social security, dissolution
64.3 years for men and 73. years for women. religious marriages, protection of women heads of

Government had adopted a series of measures with regar &isehold and punishment of sexual abuse and domestic
sexual and reproductive health in the General System \%Ience

Social Security in Health and had launched several

information campaigns, including on HIV/AIDS prevention354. The Comiittee notes that thaccion de tutelaor
347. Th . hasized that i q amparo have been increasingly used by women as a
. e representative emphasized thatimportant advanggg eyt tional  means  of protecting their rights. The

had been made to integrate the gender perspective in the r¥aludsman's Office has also been created along with a

sector. special unit for the protection of the rights of children, women
and the elderly, which assists the Ombudsman’s Office by
playing a positive role in requesting reviewsadcion de
348. The Comiitee expresses its appreciation to théutela.

Government of Colombia for its fourth report, which containggs  The Comrttee welcomes the creation by the

a comprehensive, candid and critical account of the progresgyernment of national machinery, namely, the National
that has been achieved since the submission of the previgdgee for Equality for Women, which is attached to the Office
report. The report describes the difiiculties and obstacles thaine president of the Republic and advises the Government
still impede the implementation of the Convention and thg {ha¢ field. The National Office can also propose policies

programmes that have been implemented to promote they nrogrammes and works in coordination with various
advancement of women and the exercise of their rights. \omen’s non-governmental organizations.

349. The presence of the delegation headed by the Direckefs  The Comrittee notes that primary school enrolment
of the National Office for Equality for Women, at a time when a5 have increased, that the rate of female illiteracy has
the country is suffering the consequences of a disaster cauggdiined and that the Ten-Year Education Plan, 1996—-2005,
by an earthquake that has plunged the nation into a terrifgs hjaced special emphasis on the objective of eliminating
tragedy, is testimony to the importance that the Governmeqj st ations of gender discrimination or exclusion, including
of Colombia attaches to the Convention. The Commitigfe jnroduction of the gender dimension in the education
deeply appreciates this gesture, which underscores Wgiem Research and consultation have also been carried out
polltlcal_ will of the_ Government to improve the status 0{0 document the issue of equality of men and women, and a
women in Colombia. strategy of awareness-raising is being developed for
350. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation for th@ublishers of school textbooks, with a view to eradicating
comprehensive replies to the questions that have been asgedder stereotypes.

and for the fruitful dialogue, which has contributed to a better

understanding of the situation of women in Colombia and to

Positive aspects

Concluding comments of the Committee
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Factors and difficulties affecting the 364. The Comiittee recommends the introduction of training
implementation of the Convention programmes for all those officially responsible for ensuring

357. The social and enomic reality of Colombia remains compliance with current legislation.

a serious obstacle to the full participation and advancement 365. The ®e@is concerned at the level of authority

of women in society, as well as to the implementation of the and rank accorded to the Government’s national advisory
Convention. As a result of enomic restructuring and machinery, which limits its functions to proposing policies
adjustment policies, which take little account of social and programmes.

development, over half of the population of Colombialive§66 The Comiittee recommends that the Government

pelow thg p.ove_rty line. In addition, |n_equ.|table patterns CE,fonsider strengthening the role of the National Office for
income distribution as well as substantial differences betwe auality for Women, by means of a national law raising its

the urban and rural areas, impede the implementation of tus to that of an autonomous body with all the requisite

Convention. powers and resources to be able to exercise more effective
358. The Comiittee notes with concern the persistence of influence in Colombian society.
widespread violence as a result of the armed conflict in t%e67

country. Women are the principal victims and there are te()%rious programmes for the benefit of women are in place,
of thousands of displaced women and female .heads.tﬂe economic adjustment programmes restrict public
household who lack the resources needed for their survn@

. tuation in which th led Ipenditure, thus limiting the availability of resources, which
na SItU&}tI(.)I_‘I.In which they are cafled upon to assume 9"€&48% irn hinders the incorporation of women'’s interests in State
responsibilities, both reproductive and productive, towar

) . . licies and programmes.
their families and communities.

. The Comrnttee notes with concern that, although

368. The Comnttee recommends that in the allocation of

Principal areas of concern and recommendations Pudgetary resources priority be given to the needs of women,

) ] ] especially women of limited means, including access to
359. The Comrittee notes with concern théttle has been ompjoyment, education and public services, since social

done to disseminate the text of the Convention, as requirgestment in women constitutes one of the most effective

under the constitutional provisions governing the rights @feans of combating poverty and promoting sustainable
women, and of the supplementary legislation that has be&é‘velopment.

enacted. . . .
369. The Comiittee notes that despite the efforts made it has

360. The Comttee recommends that steps be taken {0 hroved possible to incorporate in legislation temporary
disseminate those norms and to educate the genelglcia| measures aimed at accelerating de facto equality

population, particula_rlywomen, about the law as an esse”tﬁétween women and men within article 4, paragraph 1, of the
step towards enabling them to learn about and defend thgig,ention so as to ensure women'ditical participation,

rights. under the Constitution, because it is seen as discriminatory
361. The Comiittee calls attention to the gaps that exist imnd there is clearly resistance on the part of legislative,
follow-up and control mechanisms in the current legislatio@xecutive and judicial bodies to their being put into effect.

There is no effective machinery to enforce compliance witd;q  The Comiittee recommends that consideration be given
court rulir_lgs, nor are th(_ere any studies or assessments relajing,« possibility of adopting temporary special measures in
to compliance with legislation on women. accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of then@ention, to
362. The Comiittee recommends that practical measures giifomote the increased integration of women in decision-
the follow-up and monitoring of legislation be taken, thamaking in the country’s administrative and political life.

assessments of their effectiveness be carried out and tgﬂ_ The Comiittee recognizes the diffidties faced by the
mechanisms guaranteeing compliance with court rulings B¢, ernment in putting law and order into effect in a situation

created. ofinternal conflict and paramilitary violence. It takes note of
363. The Comiittee points out that there has been nthe incidence of violence directed against women in custody,
systematic development of training programmes fdncluding cases of kidnapping and disappearances. Moreover,
government, State or court officials or for police force# notes with concern the increasing danger in which the
responsible for the implementation of the rules anighdividuals forming organizations promoting human rights
procedures relating to compliance with the law and thHe Colombia find themselves.

implementation of the Convention.
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372. The Comiittee urges the Government of Colombia t@79. The Comuittee is extremely concerned at the situation
establish an effective national mechanism, including of street children, in particular girls, with respect to their
complaints procedures, that will ensure that those guilty of human rights and physical integrity.

criminal conduct, both State officials and private individuals:,)80 The Comriitee recommends that the needs of street
stand trial. The Committee recommends that the Govemm%'igldren, especially girls, be integrated systematically into all

Ztefp gp;]securlty kr]r:easures_fﬁlr f?‘” thosefvl%o promote a verty-eradication, social-development and anti-violence
efend human rights, especially in view of kidnappings arjd 2.4 programmes.

other acts that constitute an assault on physical integrity, with
particular attention to the situation of women. 381. The Comiittee notes that no systematic effort is being

made to counter discriminatory cultural tiidns and change

373. The Comiittee is concerned that, cliespl'.tg the effort§exist stereotypes and that the media continue to project
that have been made, the Government’s ability to ens%ﬁareotyped images of women

compliance with the rules providing for punishment for

domestic violence is restricted. Moreover, the famil$82. The Comittee recommends that a systematic effort be
commissions do not have the necessary human or finandizde to educate the population on gender issues by all
resources to carry out their mandate and there is no systemaggsible methods and in all sectors and that programmes be
supervision of their work by the relevant government bodgleveloped with the aim of raising the awareness of media
As a result, efforts to help victims are inadequate. THeersonnel with respect to equality of men and women, with
Committee stresses that, since a human rights issuedj¥iew to eradicating sexist stereotypes in all media.
involved, it is the Government's responsibility to act t®83. The Comrittee notes that there is little participation by
reduce violence against women, investigate cases and gj#men in management and decision-making bodies and that
treatment and support to the victims of violence. there is a lack of specific measures to promote their

374. The Comiittee recommends that effective measures farticipation.

taken to ensure compliance with the law and that due attenti9®94. The Comritee recommends that statistics be
be paid to the family commissions to enable them to carry ogiisaggregated by sex, in a systematic manner, and included
their functions. in the next periodic report and that steps be taken to guarantee

375. The Comrittee is concerned that there is currentigreater involvement of women in decision-making.

before Congress a bill to decriminalize domestic violence 885, The Comriittee is concerned that the school drop-out
both the civil and criminal level, passing responsibility fOfate of gir]s and young women remains h|gh and that the
dealing with these human rights violations to agauses of this high rate are linked to sexist stereotypes and
administrative court. that, in addition, the vocational choices made by women when
376. The Comiittee recommends that the bill be reassesse@#ey enter higher education are still gender-differentiated.

since it represents a step backwards from the progres$. The Comrittee recommends that regulations,
achieved by the country in legislative terms in tackling angrogrammes and other measures, including career
confronting the problem of domestic violence and SeXU@bunseIling, be putin place to prevent girls and young women
abuse. from dropping out of school and to reverse the trend of high
377. The Comiittee is concerned that, although nationdemale drop-out rates. It recommends the introduction of
legislation condemns inhuman and degrading treatment, ma@gational programmes to promote the access of women and
women are forced to become prostitutes in order to surviyieen to all careers.

and there is traffic in women. Preventive mechanisms ag®7. The Comritee notes with concern that women
lacking and the State has little capacity to confront theonstitute the majority of the unemployed and that the
national and international criminal organizations engaged iajority of women work in the informal and service sectors,
procurement, which operate with a high degree of impunititequently as domestic workers. It notes that within these
378. The Comiittee recommends that the Interfitstional 9roups, women receive the lowest wages, and that there are
Committee that has taken various measures to prevent &d®s in the level of pay received by women and men for equal
punish traffic in women should organize a more energetic aMrk and work of equal value.

effective work strategy in order to deal with this seriouggs. The Comiittee recommends that appropriate measures
phenomenon. be taken to improve the status of working women, including
through the establishment of child-care centres and the
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introduction of training programmes to promote the in the use of family planning methods and had ready access
integration of women into the labour force and to diversify to contraceptives.

their participation, through the implementation of legislativ

measures and through greater efforts to achieve equal pa 3
work of equal value.

96. The Comiittee recommends that information on the use

Y ?rcontraceptives be more widely disseminated, that the
necessary effort be made to ensure that women, including
389. The Comiittee is concerned that, although maternity women in the most vulnerable population segments, have
protection is ensured by law and provision is made for access to affordabl@ceptives, and that action be taken
maternity leave in the relevant legislation, the law is to promote the use of contraception by men, particularly
sometimes broken and women must meet certain requirements  vasectomy.

in order to have access to jobs, such as undergoing Pregnaggy - The Comrittee is concerned at the situation of women

tests. in rural areas, where there is a considerable lag in basic
390. The Comittee recommends that steps be taken to services infrastructure, low health and education coverage,
ensure compliance with the law and that those who engage and lower quality of life for most of the population. These
in such discriminatory practices are punished. It also factorsare an obstacle to integrating women in development
reiterates that women must be made aware of their rights and ending their difficult living conditions, which, together
through wider dissemination of legislation providing with violence, are responsible for rural women being one of
protection for them as workers. the population groups that are most vulnerable and subject

391. While welcoming the preventive measures taken by tﬁémscrlmmanon.

Government, including the fact that it has set a minimum age 398. The @mmmecommends that existing programmes

for employment, the Committee notes with concern how be expanded with a view to improving the status of rural
widespread child labour is in Colombia, since it leads to the women, particularly among displaced populations, and that
exploitation of girls and the violation of their rights to health, attention be focused as a matter of priority, on rural women
education and future opportunities. with a view to improving their health, education and quality-

392. The Comrittee urges the Government to adopt angflife indicators.

implement a compulsory education policy, since such a policy 399. The @Gteemrecommends that those involved in

is one of the most effective ways of ensuring that girls donot planning and programme implementation receive gender-
work during school hours. sdfige training. It recommends the irdduction of micro-

393. The Comiittee notes with great concern that abortion‘fredit programmes to improve the economic situation of

which is the second cause of maternal deaths in Colombiawgmen’ as well as programmes to improve the enjoyment by

punishable as an illegal act. No exceptions are made to tﬁ%al women and displaced women of their human rights to

prohibition, including where the mother’s life is in danger Opealth and education.

to safeguard her physical or mental health or in cases where 400. Theitmemeguests the Government of Colombia

the mother has been raped. The Committee is also concerned to provide information addressing the concerns raised in the
that women who seek treatment for induced abortions, women present concluding comments in the next periodic report
who seek an illegal abortion and the doctors who perform required under article 18 of the Convention.

them are subject to prosecution. The Committee believes tq%tl The Comrittee requests the wide dissemination in

legal provisions on abortion constitute a violation of the rightéolc.)mbia of the present concluding comments, in order to

of women to health and life and of article 12 of th%ake the people of Colombia, and in particular government
Convention. administrators and politicians, aware of the steps that have
394. The Comirittee calls upon the Government to consider been taken to edsyueeand de facto equality for women

taking immediate action to provide for derogations from this  and the further steps that are required in that regard. It also
legislation. Furthermore, it asks the Government to provide requests the Government to disseminate widely, and in
regular statistics on maternal mortality by region. particular to women’s and human rights organizations, the
395. The Comrittee is concerned that sterilization is theConvennon, the Comitiee’s general recommendations and

most widely used family planning method. It believes that H‘e Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.
might be unnecessary to make such widespread use of
sterilization if couples were better informed and instructed
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Chapter V dialogue, including questions and immediate answers, with
Ways and means of expediting the ~ the Committee.

work of the Committee 3. Pre-session working group

402. The Comrittee considered ways and means 01}09. '_rhe Comrittee degided that, in its formulgtio_n of the
expediting the work of the Comittee (agenda item 8) at its lists of issues and qut_eshons with regard to periodic reporFs,
405th meeting, on 19 January 1999. Fhe pre-session working group_sh_ould concentratg on major
issues and trends and should limit the number of issues and
403. The item was intrduced by the Chief of the Women'sqyestions so as to encourage constructive dialogue between

Rights Unit of the Division for the Advancement of Womenihe Committee and States parties during the presentation of
who introduced the report of the Secretarigleports.

(CEDAW/C/1999/1/4) and a working paper containing draft ) _ .
rules of procedure (CEDAW/C/1997/WG.I/WP.1). 410. The Comrittee decided that the Secretariat should

continue to provide to the pre-session working group draft

lists of issues and questions with regard to periodic reports
Action taken by the Committee on the of States parties, based on a comparison of current reports
report of Working Group | with earlier reports and the Commlt_tee’s co_nS|d¢rat|0q of

those reports and other relevant information, including
concluding observations of other treaty bodies. The
0(?mmittee decided that the Secretaritabsld also continue
to provide information to the pre-session working group on
human rights treaties ratified by reporting States parties, as
well as the text of any reservations entered to those treaties,
in particular to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, the text of the
405. The Comiittee decided that, in introducing theiriiial  Committee’s and other treaty bodies’ concluding comments
reports, States parties should provide an oral presentat@mm previous reports of States parties and the available
updating their written reports that should be no longer thaummary records of the consideration of those States parties’
the time allotted for presentation (i.e., 45 minutes) indicatedports by the Committee and any comments of the Special
in the Committee’s programme of work and in theurnal Rapporteur on Violence against Women with regard to those
of the United Nations States parties. In addition, the Committee decided that the
406. The Comiittee reiterated its decision 16/ in which Secretariat should continue to provide the reports of the
it decided, on an exceptional basis and as a tempor&3UNtry rapporteurs assigned to periodic reports to the
measure, to invite States parties to combine a maximumRj¢-Session working group.
two reports. When a State party’s initial report is long11. The Committee reaffirmed it's decision 18/l concerning
overdue, the Committee decided to consider a revisgdrticipation in the pre-session working group, in which it
reporting schedule with regard to that State party's periodigcided that representatives of the specialized agencies and
reports at the session at which it presents its initial report, abddies of the United Nations, as well as national and
to inform the State party accordingly. international non-governmental organizations, should be

invited to provide country-specific information to the
2. States parties presentation of periodic reports pre-session working group on those States parties whose

407. The Comrttee decided that, in introducing their €POItS were before the group.

periodic reports, States parties should provide an ordl2. The Comiitee decided to designate reports to be
presentation updating their written reports that should noonsidered at least two sessions in advance. Country
exceed 60 minutes. The time limit for the oral presentatioapporteurs, who should normally be from the same region,
should be reflected in the Committee’s programme of workould also be designated well in advance. The Secretariat
and in theJournal of the United Nations should immediately inform those States parties that had been

408. The Comiittee decided that, following their designated by the Committee to report. States parties

introductory statements, States parties presenting perio?f@ﬁemmg ptenodl_cfreport'Fs Shm:“: bfhentlttled todsuEn}]l(t
reports should be prepared to engage in an open and in—deb'lrﬁ er reports or information no fater than two and a ha

404. At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, th
Committee considered the item on the basis of the report
Working Group | (CEDAW/C/1999/I/WG.I/WP.1) and took
the following decisions.

1. States parties presentation of initial reports
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months prior to the pre-session working group that would be the implementation of the Convention and the Platform for
considering those reports. Action.

413. The Comiittee decided that the list of issues and
guestions with respect to periodic reports should normally be
sent to States parties presenting their periodic reports withing. The Comrittee designated Ms. Silvia Cartwright to
two weeks of the conclusion of the pre-session workingview the draft rules of procedure contained in document
group. It also decided that States parties should submit theIEDAW/ C/1997/WG.I/WP.1 and to submit her proposals
written answers no later than four weeks afteceipt of the to the Committee for its consideration at its twenty-first
list of issues and questions. States parties’ answers shogié@sion.

normally be submitted for translation so as to be available to

Committee members at least four weeks before the sessiory, Matters raised at the tenth meeting of persons

at which the relevant reports were to be considered. chairing the human rights treaty bodies

6. Draft rules of procedure

414. The Comiittee requested that the Secretariat examine  Universal ratification

the practice of other treaty bodies in cases where the next . .

S : 419. The Comiittee decided to endorse the plan of the
eriodic report of a State party to be considered by the . . o .
P P party y ited Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for a

pre-session working group was due or would fall due short ted and hensi ian f . |

after its earlier periodic report was considered by th oncerted and comprehensive campaign for universa

pre-session working group and extensive and satisfactd ification of human rights treaties, particularly in the context
the target set in the Beijing Platform for Action and the

replies to the list of issues and questions were provide%. . . . :
Information on this issue should be provided to the Committé‘é’ent'?th. anniversary of the adopthn ofthe Cpnventpn on
in the report on ways and means of expediting the work of tﬁge Elimination of All Forms of .D|scr|m|nat|on against
Committee to be presented to the Committee at its twenty—fir(\%{omer.]' .lt recommended _that in her st_atement to the
session. ommission on Human Rights, the Chairperson of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women urge universal ratification of the Convention. It also
recommended that the Chairperson renew efforts to seek the
415. The Comntitee requested that the Secretariat make igsipport of the heads of specialized agencies and other
best efforts to ensure receipt of reports by experts at leagganizations of the United Nations system in the campaign
eight weeks prior to the session at which such reports wefeg universal ratification. In addition, it recommended that the

to be considered by the Committee. Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of
416. The Comiittee decided that the Secretariat shoul/omen and the Division for the Advancement of Women
inform experts as soon as possible when a State pafgntinue to strengthen their efforts to encourage universal
nominated by the Committee to present its report indicatégtification and the fulfilment of their reporting obligations

4. Receipt of reports by experts

that it would be unable to present its report. by States parties.
5. Report to the Commission on the Status of Focused periodic reports
Women on the implementation of the Beijing 420. The Comrittee decided to postpone consideration of
Platform for Action the question of focused periodic reports until a review had

417. The Comrittee decided to revise its report on thd&en made of the Committee’s working methods as a result
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action based oRf the changed timing of the pre-session working group.

its review of reports of States parties (see General Assembly )

resolution 52/231, para. 12) and to incorporate relevant Reservations

discussion at the twentieth session of the Committee. It al§01. The Comrittee decided that the Chairperson of the
decided that the report should be amended to reflect the stregsmmittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
placed in the Platform for Action on the importance ofyomen should outline the Committee’s work on reservations
universal ratification of the Convention and the acceptang@d reiterate the Committee’s concern with regard to the
of the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of th&mpatibility of some reservations to the object and purposes
Convention, as well as tanderscore the Committee’sof the Convention to the Special Rapporteur on reservations
concern in regard to economic restructuring and its effects gfthe International Law Commission. It also decided that the

42



AI54/38 (Part )

Chairperson should provide this material to Frangoiskhird and fourth reports
Hampson, the expert of the Subcommission on PreventionéJlgain

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities who is preparing
a study on reservations. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Twenty-second session
8. Meeting of the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies

422. The Comiittee decided that the agenda of the meetinlggd
of the persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies shodlerdan

be sent in advance to members of the Committee to allaygcond report

them to provide advice on the matters raised therein prior to _ _

the meeting, if they wished, to the Chairperson of thgduatorial Guinea

Committee. The Committee also decided that the report of theuguay

chalrpersor)s megtlng sh_ould be provided to al] members&f)mbinecl second and third periodic reports
the Committee, if possible, before the session after the
chairpersons meeting, and that the Chairperson shofdrkina Faso

provide a written and oral report of the meeting at that sessigimpined second, third and fourth periodic reports
of the Committee.

Initial report

ia

Germany
9. Information for the Committee Third report

423. The Comrittee recommended that the Secretaridelarus

provide to the Committee information on relevant h“maﬂuxembourg

rights activities within the United Nations in a twice yearly

newsletter. Finland
Fourth report

10. Work of the Committee Sweden

424'. The Commltee recom_mended that the_ Secr_etane”;] the event that one of the above-mentioned States parties
continue to compile the seridllork of CEDAWincluding should be unable to present its report, the Cattaa will

with regard to past years. It also recommended that tESnsider the fourth periodic report of Denmark.
Secretariat examine ways and means of producing past and

future volumes in electronic form. Twenty-third session

Initial report

11. Reports to be considered at future sessions Republic of Moldova

425. Bearing in mind the criteria of date of submissioré

. Second report
geographical balance and reports delayed from earlier
sessions, the Committee decided to consider the followiftgtherlands
reports at its twenty-first, twenty-second and twenty-thirghjrq report
sessions:

: ; Egypt

Twenty-first session .
Jamaica

Initial report . .

) Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Belize ) _ o
Combined third and fourth periodic reports

Nepal )

) Austria
Georgia

. Fourth report
Second and third reports

Chile
Ireland (combined second and third reports)

Denmark

Romania
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12. Members of the pre-session working group for Chapter VI

the twenty-first session Implementation of article 21 of the
426. The Comiritee decided that the members of the Convention
pre-session working group for the twenty-first session and

their alternates should be: 430. The Comiittee considered the implementation of article

Member 21 of the Convention (agenda item 7) at4f85th meeting,
Ms. Ahoua Ouedraogou (Africa) on 19 January 1999 and at a closed meeting on 20 January
1999.

Ms. lvanka Corti (Europe
( pe) 431. The item was presented by the Deputy Director of the

Ms. Rosalyn Hazelle (Latin America and the Caribbean) pjyision for the Advancement of women, who introduced the
Alternate following items:

Ms. Kongit Sinegiorgis (Africa) (a) Draftgeneral recommendation on article 12 of the
Convention (CEDAW/CI999/WG.II/WP.2);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on reports of the
. . alized agencies on the implementation of the Convention
427. The Comiittee decided to delegate the task ofn areas falling within the scope of their activities

nominating the fourth member of the working group to theCEDAW/C/1999/1/3 and Add.1-4).
Chairperson in consultation with the Bureau of the

Ms. Carmel Shalev (Europe)
Ms. Zelmira Regazzoli (Latin America and the Caribbeangpeci

Committee. _ _
Action taken by the Committee on the
13. United Nations meetings to be attended by the report of Working Group Il
i(r:]hlaérgp;rson or members of the Committee 432. At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, the

Committee took the following action on the basis of the report
428. The Comrittee recommended that the Chairperson @f Working Group |I.

an alternate should attend the following meetings: 1. General recommendation on article 12

(@) Commission on the Status of Women at its forty433_ The

third session: Comiittee adopted the draft general

recommendation on article 12 contained in document
(b) Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth CEDAW/C/1999/I/WG.II/WP.2/Rev.1 (see chap. |.A of the
session; present report).
(c) The eleventh meeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies; 2. Long-term programme of work on general

. i ) recommendations
(d) General Assembly at tis fifty-fourth session (Third

Committee). 434. The Comrittee decided to take up articles 4 and 2 in
its long-term programme of work on general
14. Dates of the twenty-first session of the recommendations. Work on a general recommendation on
Committee article 4 would begin at its twenty-second session, in
January 2000.

429. Consistent with the calendar of conferences for 1999,
the twenty-first session should be held from 7 to 25 June 5 Publicity for the work of the Committee

1999. The pre-session working group for the twenty-second ] ) )
session will meet from 28 June to 2 July 1999. 435. The Comrittee decided that the Department of Public

Information of the Secretariat should make its best effort to
ensure that all United Nations information centres were
informed of the reports to be taken up by the Committee at its
sessions. It also recommended that the Department make its
best effort to ensure that the information centres received the
concluding comments of the Committee as soon as possible
and were encouraged to disseminate the concluding comments
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in the relevant States. The Division for the Advancement of
Women should make its best effort to inform regional
commissions and regional intergovernmental organizations,
of the reports to be considered at the sessions of the
Committee and to provide those bodies with relevant
concluding comments of the Committee.

4. Twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the
Convention

436. The Comiittee decided that the twentieth anniversary
of the adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women should be marked
by a number of events, including a seminar or conference,
with the participation of representatives of Governments and
non-governmental organizations as well as members of the

4. Consideration of reports submitted by States
pandigder article 18 of the @vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
on the Elimination of Al Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

Ways and means of expediting the work of the
Committee.

Provisional agenda for the twenty-second session.

Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
twenty-first session.

Committee. It also decided to hold a special meeting with tiehapter VIII

participation of the Secretary-General and the Special
Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women and
around table with former chairpersons and members of tQ
Committee and members of other treaty bodies. Events coe

Adoption of the report

88. At its 424th meeting, on 5 February 1999, the
mmittee adopted the report on its twentieth session

also include a panel discussion on universal ratification aqurEDAW/C/1999/|/L.1 and Add.1-8, as orally amended).

a panel discussion with the Secretaries-General of the fo
conferences on women highlighting the importance and
impact of the Convention at the national level. In &ibah, the
Chairperson of the Committee could facilitate a discussion
on reservations with delegates attending the Third Committee
of the General Assembly in 1999. The Coitiee decided
that the Bureau and the Chairperson of Working Group Il
should work closely with the Secretariat to organize an event
during the twenty-first session of the Committee within
existing resources and with any extrabudgetary resources that
might be provided in this connection.

Chapter VIi
Provisional agenda for the twenty-
first session

437. The Comiittee considered the provisional agenda for
its twenty-first session (agenda item 9) at its 424th meeting,
on 5 February 1999. The Conittee decided to approve the
following provisional agenda:

1. Opening of the session.
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

3. Report of the Chairperson on activities
undertaken between the twentieth and twenty-
first session of the Committee.
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