Mr. Chairperson,

Slovenia fully supports the Secretary-General’s Campaign: "United to End Violence against
Women" through 2015. Furthermore, we also attach great importance to the adoption of the
resolution on the Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women.
Violence against women and girls is a human rights violation and results in high social and
economic costs. On our national level, the National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia in
January 2008 ratified and adopted the Domestic Violence Prevention Act, which is the first
act in Slovenia to clearly define the different forms of domestic violence. The Act also defines
the role, responsibilities, network and involvement of different state bodies and NGOs in the
treatment of domestic violence, and lays down the available measures to protect victims of
domestic violence. In the media and public education programmes several actions were
undertaken to make violence against women socially and morally unacceptable.

Women and girls victims of trafficking in human beings are protected according the
programme set out in the Action Plan of the Interdepartmental Working Group for the Fight
Against Trafficking in Human Beings, which was approved by the Government of the
Republic of Slovenia in July 2004 and implemented by the Klju¢ Society and by Caritas
Slovenia. The programme is divided into two projects. The first one helps the victims of
trafficking in human beings with physical, psychological and social rehabilitation and the
second project is designed for the victims who decided to cooperate in criminal proceedings
in cases of trafficking in human beings.

Mr. Chairperson,

These are just few of the activities of the Republic of Slovenia in supporting the advancement
and empowerment of women and are in line with the adopted international standards for the
protection of the women's rights and gender equality. Bringing human rights into all aspects
of life of women and meaningfully addressing all forms of violence against women remain
vital in achieving gender equality and empowerment of women.

Thank you for your attention.
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