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1. INTRODUCTION

Viokaice against women and children is a serous problem in Namibi | that needs
strinjrznt measures to be taken against the perpetrators. One is always inft rmed by the
newsppers cvery moming about so many cases of tape, of murder, of assa it etc which
arc committed daily and in most cascs 2gainst women and children. This makes you
wondlzrs as 10 why ell these killings and rapes are happening and the questi« n we need to
ask ourselves is what has happened to our society’s respect for human t eings and its
mors} values as well as respect for human dignity — especially the lives o F women and
childien. Once you open a newspapck, especially on a Monday mornir g, the Police
Crin ¢ Bulletin tells itall.

Violzsce in general is a criminal act and it is unconstitutional according t> Article ¥ of
the Mamibian Constitution which states that “the dignity of all pcroms shall be
inviclable” and article 8 (2) (b) states that “no person shall be subjected ¢ torture or
crue , inbuman or degrading treatment of punishment.” n addition to the Supreme [.aw
of the Country, the Namibiar Govecrnment adopted the National Gea ler Policy to
proniote gender equality and has also passed two picces of legistation whic h arc aimed at
redusing violence against women and childsen i.c. the Combatiny of Rape Act (Act & of
200(" and Domestic Violence Act (Act 4 of 2003). The effectiveness of 1 hese laws still
repnsins %o be seen as they are still new and an jmpact assessment needs o bc done 10
asce nuin the effectivencss of these two picces of lcgislation. In the next s ciion statistics
on ‘riolence against women and children j.e. rape, attempted rape a 1d assaunit are
pres::ated as reported to the police on a monthly basis.

@004

- NEW YORK hood



05/12/05 13:24 FAX 212 885 1561 NAM.UN

29,/04 2025 17:08 FAX

I o005
» NEW YORK @005

2. STATISTICAL OVERVIEW ON VAWC FOR THE YEAR 2002,
2003 & 2004.
2.1 Rape and Attempted Rape
2 1.7 Table 1: Cases of aitempted rape 8. rape for 2002, 2003 & 2004.
Month Attempted rape ; Rape
2002 2003 2004 2002 | 2003
__‘ 2004
\/,- January 17 22 18 67 75 62
Fabruary 14 20 9 67 66 63
March ) 24 22 13 74 80 73
April 13 17 27 &4 71 76
May 16 g 11 51 63 53
June _ 15 12 N/A 40 62 NA
Jaly 16 17 NIA 55 60 N/A
August 13 24 N/A 66 67 N/A
September _ 17 20 NA 62 26 N/A
Ocober [ 10 NA 66 92 N/A
November 21 24 NIA 76 0 N/A
December 26 19 NA, 69 89 N/A
TOTAL 210 215 679 391
Source: NAMPOL, Crime Unit
N’
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Figure 1: Statistics on reported cases of rape and atten ipted
rape, 2002

Statisdcs on roported casaa of rapd and ettomptod rape . 2002,
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The :hove-presented statistics shows that the number of reported vases of byth attempted

rape and rape is increasing, as one can see that in 2002 the number of & tempted tape

increased from 210 to 215 in 2003, an increase of 2%. Mcanwhile 1 e aumber of

repoited cases of rape has as well increased from 679 in 2002 to 351 in 2(03. Thisis 2

very big jump as fhc cases have increased with more than 200 new caes, hence an

increment of 24%. Hence, it is expected that cases reported for the year 20 )4 will follow
the same wend. This could be stiributed to the fact that such cases are in rcality on the

increace, or the reporting of spch cases has increased as the public is now nare aware of
the avzilable legislation on rape.
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2.1.4, Figure 3 Statistics on reported cases of rape and attem pted
rape, 2004.

Atatistica on reported G3sas of rape and attamptod, 2004-

Mopths

The statistics for rape for the year 2004 shows a gradual incressc as from January until
Marck:, and there is a decrcase in May. Unfortunately the statistics for 1 he rcmaining
months of the year ate not available at this stage so it is impossible o pr :dict how the
trend has gone. With the atbsmpted rape cases, there arc fluctuations in the trend
although in April the highest incidents werc reported, but dropping down igain in May.
This fluctuation might be attributed to the fact that attempted rape cases an; not regarded
as serious cases md it is very easy for a person 10 drop such a case as ¢o mpared to the
rape case which has detrimental effect on the victim. Thus onc can conc ude that there
might be as much cases of attempted rape as those of rapc itself but th: scverity and
percepiual importance of such cases might lead 10 many cases of atten |pt£-.d rape not
bein;! reported or being ignored.
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2.1.% Table 2: Rape cases as reported monthly per region fo' 2002.
Jan1 | Feb | Mar | April | May Yope | Jul | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | T ov. | Dew. { Total
Caprivi ! 2 4 2 3 1 4 |1 6 5 |2 3 34
Eropgo 4 7 5 9 4 1 ] 6 7 6 ¢ 6 67
Hardap 6 4 4 3 1 1 o |7 4 1 g 5 43
Karas 9 5 3 2 4 1 4 4 3 4 G 2 47
Kavapgo 3 5 3 2 4 3 2 5 5 3 3 40
W_A]lomns 9 20 16 14 8 8 11 |9 22 25 8 14 174
Kanene 2 1 5 4 2 0 4 2 0 1 ) 3 28
Oh=ngwepa 7 6 3 6 4 s a 2 L 4 50
Omaheke 3 6 3 6 3 3 2 3 2 ) 4 52
Omusati n/i n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 5 5 2 2 5 3 23
Jshana 12 14 13 9 9 6 7 5 6 B 11 107
Oshikoto 2 4 2 7 3 3 B 8 53
Otjozondjups 3 3 2 6 4 6 1 3 45
TOTAL Y 67 74 64 52 40 55 66 638 66 76 69 763
~ 2.1.: Table 2: Rape Cases as reported monthly per region ior 2003.
] Jan | Feb | Mar | April | May Jup | Jul | Aug. | Sept. [ Oct. Nov. | Dec. | Total
¢ Y
Caprivi 2 4 5 3 2 3 1 0 2 3 1 30
Erongo 3 3 ] 5 10 6 5 7 6 8 6 5 72
Hardap 6 2 3 2 3 3 3 1 10 6 12 58
Karas 6 |4 |5 4 1 |4 |3 |2 10 2 48
Kavango 2 |3 |6 3 6 |1 o |3 5 7 |7 4 47
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Khomas 14 16 15 16 8 12 8 9 14 18 13 18 161
Kunene 2 4 1 5 1 2 3 4 3 4 3 33
Ohangwena 3 7 6 R 4 10 4 < 7 77
Omakieke 3 3 4 5 3 6 2 10 |: 8 58
Omusati 4 2 1 7 4 5 6 3 : 3 44
Oshapa 10 12 | 13 9 7 11 9 11 12 4 1 9 118
Oshikoto 7 |3 I O P P P O T EA R R
Otjozondjupa | 4 2 4 8 4 2 7 7 7 " 10 68
| TOTAL 75 66 | 80 71 63 a2 56 65 72 86 ré 89 861

2.1.7 Figure 4: Statistics on reported cases of rape per regi»n for
20023

Statstics on reparted vawas of rapo for 200243 per regian.
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At the regional level, the reporied cases of mpe for 2002 and 2003 shov s that in most
regions there has been an incre:sc with the exception of Caprivi, Khoma: and Oshikoto
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wher there is a slight drop or decresse in the number of reparted cases for thi: year 2002
and 2003. The highest incidents of rape and attempted rape are reported in {he Khomas
and DOshana rogions where the annual figure is on average 1683 and 113 cases
respestively. The second highest incidents of mpe are reported in the Eron 30 (average
70), Ohangwena (64) and Otjozondjupa (57) regions. The lowest incidents 0 Frape cases
are reported in Omusati, Kunent and Caprivi where thc average cases repor ed annually

is 34, 31 and 32 cases respectively.

2 4.8 Table 3: Cases of Indecent Assault Against Women

[ 2003 2004

[ q Total | Female | Male | Total | Female Male
January N/A N/A N/A 10 10

February N/A N/A N/a 1
March | N/A N/A N/A 1
April N/A | N/A N/A 2
May N/A. | N/A N/A |13 5
June N/A |N/A NA |NA |NA N/A
July 10 10 0 N/A | N/A N/A
August 4 4 0 N/A N/A N/A
September | 5 5 0 N/A | N/A N/A
October |9 6 3 N/A |NA N/A
| November |7 [ 1 N/A | N/A N/A
L}chennher 9 7 2 N/A N/A N/A

2.1.3 Table 3: Assault with the intent to do grievously bodlly harm

Year ) 2003 2004 ]
Mounths Total Male female | Total Male Fe nale
" Japuary n/a n/a n/a 777 517 26) -_l
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February Tw/a n/a N/A 373 566 307
March wa | wa N/A 900 592 308
\ April | o/m n/ N/A 791 491 300
‘ May wa n/a N/A 718 462 253
June Ta/a n/a | N/A N/A N/A N/A
July T3 440 273 N/A N/A N/A
Augnst | 761 494 267 N/A N/A NiA
September | 883 542 341 N/A N/A N/A
~ October | 883 553 330 N/A N/A N/A
November | 998 654 344 N/A N/A. N/A
December | 1121 767 354 N/A N/A N/A
2.1.30 Figure5: Assault with intent to do grievous bodily harin, 2003.
Statistes on Assauit with intewt $0 do grievous bodily trm, 2000.
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2.1.11 Figure 6: Assault with intent to do grievous bodi iy harm,

2004

Statslice on cases of spgault with wteat to do grivvous bodily henm. 2004

~—
On tte incident of assault, the majority of the victims arc male as they are composed of
more 1han half of the victims n such cases. Women and children make up a third of the
victirns (about 35%) of assault which is also high as in most cases it is sev °re cascs that
wom:n report e.g. where the victim is killed or seriously injured. Such cases happen

most v in sexual relationships where the perpetrator doesn™t want to accef b the victirn*s
decision of stopping 2 relationship. This mcidents always end in trage dy where the
weak e party i.c. woman is always victimized.

3.  Contributing factors to violence against women &, children

In a :1udy conducted by the Minjstry of Hoalth and Social Services in Nov imber 2004, in
Wimnlaoek on the nature and consequences of intimate male-partner violence, 419
respordents who reporied physical violence mentioncd some situations vhich they Telt
lead £ violence from their own experiences as indicated below:

10
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3.1 Table 4: Situations Jeading to violence against women

Sitaaiicuos No. of women Yo

Partoe r dnunk 204 48.7%
Jealou s 164 39.1%
Other _ 65 155% |
No rein3on 60 143%
Finan:ial Problems 58 13.8% |
Refusc Sex 27 64% |
Disobeyed him 24 5.7%

N Problom family 20 4.8%
Upemployed 17 4.1%
Pregnsnt 14 33.%
Problsms at work 10 2.4%

No food at home 10 2.4%

MOHS:; - An Assesamient of the amrur and vonsequences of oitimate male-partacr violaec o Windho k&, Namibia,
Novem iz 2004,

The rnen’s alcohol abuse was single out by wormen experiencing violence 13 one of the
main contributing factors, followed by jealousy. Furthermore no reason 2. all, but just
anger end aggression out of the blue was also cited as a contributing factc s leading to
violetice against women coupled with financial problems. '

S 3.2 Medium and long-term consequences of Violence Against
Women

> Physical injurics may cause absence from work; shame to be seen b ¢ other people
injured c.g- neighbors, family, childreo etc.
Frequent hcadaches, loss of appetite due to injuries

3. Fear of the same incidence to be repeated, and this gives the victim mental
probelms

$- Health costs on payment for injuries

3- Disintegration of familr due to unhappiness and probloms cau sed by viclent

actions

11
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3 ‘Wictim gets thoughts of erding life

» Effects of violencc on children — nightmares, sucks thumb, wets bed, timid,
shoplifting, aggressive etc.

% JPrustrations — victims ends up smoking or drinking excessively

3.3 Health, Social and Economic costs of Violence Agilnst
Women
In thoe same swudy conducted by the MOHSS, respondents reported havng attained

~ injurii:s as a result of physical violence by their partmers. Out of 419 resp mdents, 127

reporied to have experienced injurics due 1o physical violence form their part ie1s.

3.4 Table 5: Injuries es a result of physical violence b)r partner
Number % i

Partnered women reporting physical violence(N=41 9) B

Ever njured 127 ~ | 305%

Injured] in past twelve months 44 105%

| Ever st consciousness B 29  6.9%

Injurcd more than five tmes ' 25 ~ |[6%

Type vf injuries anong women FVer injured (N=127) o

Scrat:hes, sbrasions, bruises 65 512%

Brok:2 eardrums, eye injurics 56 441 %

Cuts, punctures, bites . 54 | 42.5%

s Fractires, broken aums 24 1189%
Peneliﬁtin injuries, deep cuts and hes 22 ] 173% _
Sprains, dislocation 14 11.0%
Othe'y ) 13 102%
Brok:n Teeth 11 8.7%

Bum3 7 5.5%

Amony those ever infured (N=127)

1- 2 times 8 | 63%

3 — 5 rimes 4 — |346%

> 5 {1nes 25 19.7%
Imurzd in the past twelve months 44 —__1358%

Ever |ost consciousness 29 22.9%
1(% Htenough thet nceded healthcare 84 —__|629% _j

12
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4. Best Practices to combat Violence Against Women

The ldamibian Constitution enshrines the fundamental human ghts and
freedms of every individual and it ptotects every Namibian from dis( fimination
on the basis of sex. It also guarantees every Namibian a fair trial, squality of
everybody before the law and the respect of human dignity dvring fegal
procexfures.
Articiz 144 of the Constitution states that all international agreements signed by
Namitian Head of State binding on Namibia, shall form part of the st preme law
of Narnibia.
Namibia has signed and ratified agreements and convention related| to gender
equality and the efimination of violence against women and childs :n and the
protecdion of their rights such as:
> the United Nation's Sonvention on the Eliminaticn of Al Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
> the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Chiki
> the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action
> the Southem Development Community (SADC) Gender and [ )evelopment
Declaration and #ts Addendum on the Prevention of Viol nce against
Women and Children
The Government has also passed various Acts of Parfiament whi *h all play a
significant role in the fights against violence committed against women and
children such as:
3. the married person’s Equality Act ( Act. No. 1 of 1996
3+ the Combating of Immoral Practices Amendment Act { Act. N ». 7 of 2000)
5~ the Combating of Domestic Violence Act (Act No. 4 of 2003)
3+ the combating of Rape: Act (Act No. 8 of 2000)

13
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The Wamibian court system has akso established a victim-friendly court for
sexually abused chiidren at the local magistrates’ court 1o provite special
protediion to child witnesses who are particularly vulnerable to being i ntimidated
by the: presence of the accused or by the normal formal court procedur s.

Cunerily, the govemment has responded to the escalating inc dences of
violer e against women and children by establishing 2 netwark of Woinen and
Child Protection Units located in the Namibian Police Units Tun by the police
officars and social workers. At present there are fifteen units >stablished
counitywide providing a sensiiive and multi-disciplinary approach o tre victims of
rape, domestic violence and child sexual abuse.

The Wational Gender Policy approved by Cabinet in 1997 also prioril ze violence
agair;st women and children as one of the critical areas to be adc ressed with
identiiad strategies to address such violence.

Currently the governmennt has signed a project funded by UNDP or ‘Combating
Genler-Based Violence through advocacy, training and aware)ess raising
relatiad 1o legal issues. Activities to be carried out under the project iclude:
> providing legal information and training for judiciat officials and other
setwvice providers on the new legisiation on domestic violence and rape by:
- publication and distribution of guidelines for profese ionals in two
booklets, one on domestic violence and ohe on rape
- production of video training module for clerks of the court on
the Combating of Domestic Violence Act
j» strengthening the aclive participation of the civit society n the justice
sector reformn by

14
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- training of trainers, mainly women fromn rural commu rities and
others from marginalized ethnic groups and the di ;abled o
empower and equip their communities with advocacy skitl 3
» encouraging broad-based consultative processes on legal isstes related
o gender by
- preparing simpliied materials on proposed bills for public
distribution, briefing of joumalists and pubfication in lacal media
- workshops to explain forthcoming bills to grassroots grups and to
~ assist them with formulating and strategizing thel’ input to
govemment
» increasing the availability of legal informatbn for the public on gender-
based laws by
- production and publication of four simplified quide; to newly
enacted laws in English and two indigenous languages gach on the
following topics:
0) guide to women’s rights in the new Labou - Act
(i) guide to the new Recognition of Customa ry Marriages
Act
i) Guide to the New Divorce Act
(v) Guide % the new legislation on childien (Children
Siatus Act and Child Care and Protectior Act)
5 supporting the process of establishing a comprehensive aational data
base on gender based! violence
- camying out a mapping and collection exercise of ex sting data on
gender-based violence in Namib@a
_  undertake an analysis of the scope and quality of wailable data
and undertaking a gap analyss
- producing guidelines for a comprehensive national data base on
gender based violence |

15
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5. Conclusions

Violence Against Women and Children remains the biggest challenge facing the
Namibia soclety and there is need for concerted efforls to fight tis curable
disezwz. Violence cuts acrpss all races and happens in daily tves of the
Namibian women and children imespective of their ethaic, religiou; or socio-
econymic background. Alcahol and drug abuse is single out to b the major
contrihsting factors to the high incidents of vl§bnce commitied aga nst women
and =hildren. The enactment of the laws alone is not enough io remedy the
situaiion but greater awareness and popularizztion of such laws & needed ip
ansunz that all members of the sociely are aware of the plece of le¢islation and
its puvisions. Hence, training and education is needed to ensiire that the
provisions in the law are adhered to and respected. Heavier punishm ernt in terms
of stiffer sentences or maximized sentences shoulkd be given to pe petrators of
any kind of gender-based violence.
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