
Sexual Violence
It is mainly women who bear the scars of violent conflict.

Rape committed during war is intended to terrorize the population, break up families and change 
the ethnic make-up of the next generation.  Sometimes it is also used to render women from the 
targeted community incapable of bearing more children.

In the eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), rape has been a means of 
warfare used by all groups in the conflict.  In the case of Rwanda, an estimated 100,000-250,000 
women were raped during the three months of genocide in 1994.

The needs of survivors are enormous, including:

 • medical care, especially reconstructive surgery to repair damaged organs;

 • HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment services;

 • legal redress to ensure that the attackers are caught and punished;

 • psychological support and counselling to deal with the emotional trauma of the attack;

 • financial support.

Too often the shame felt by a rape survivor, and the social stigma that follows, forces her to flee 
her home – either alone or with her family – leaving behind land, houses, other property and 
livelihood.  This often leads to poverty, hunger and homelessness.

Cruelly, at a time when sexual assault survivors most need the support of the community and 
family, instead they often find themselves abandoned and rejected. 

No Safety Net
War typically destroys much of the support system women need:

 • health centres are destroyed, depleted and/or lack the resources and skilled staff to meet rape 
survivors’ needs;

 • legal systems of countries in conflict often collapse;

 • many countries lack legislation and trained supportive police forces to bring rapists to justice;

 • most poor or war-torn countries lack trained counsellors or psychologists;

 • many people are displaced from their communities or lose their means of  self-support, leaving 
them poor and more vulnerable to sexual exploitation and abuse.

War creates an environment in which rapists are unlikely to be caught or prosecuted.  This creates 
impunity – the sense that perpetrators can escape the consequences of their crimes.  
Strengthening and enforcing laws against rape during or after conflicts can help end impunity 
and ensure that rapists are punished.

Community attitudes towards rape and the rapist also need to change.  The way communities 
respond to sexual violence plays a large role in helping survivors rebuild their lives, as well as 
catching, punishing and deterring assailants.

Civil society and activist groups in all countries can raise awareness about rape and the status of 
women.  They can help to create more support for women’s rights and build support networks for 
women who survive sexual violence.  Such groups can lobby for effective laws against violence 
towards women and better enforcement of such laws.  Finally, they can help to build a much less 
tolerant environment for the men who sexually assault women, whether in peace or in war.

The costs of failing to prevent genocide are immense, 

whether measured in the number of lives lost or the suffering 

of survivors.  According to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 

post-genocide Rwanda today has among the highest 

proportions of child-headed 

families in the world – some 

42,000 households 

struggling to raise an 

estimated 101,000 children.

Of these, 95,000 were 

orphaned during the genocide.  

The parents of the rest have 

been imprisoned for 

genocide-related crimes.  

Many of these children do not go to school or eat regularly.  Many 

more are at risk of exploitation and abuse.  It is a generation that 

has lost its childhood and whose future is very much at risk.

the human cost
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Background picture: A guide comforting a survivor 
at the Kigali Memorial Centre.
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“When you escape death, that’s when 
you appreciate life.  I think our future 
will be better than the last ten years.  
Today, even when something saddens 
me, I look for a reason to be happy.  
I want to work hard and get somewhere 
in life.  I know no one will have pity on 
me just because I’m an orphan.”
Yves Kamuronsi, Rwandan genocide orphan

“Near the end, RPF soldiers took me to 
an orphanage in Butare.  When I left the 
orphanage and started to look after my 
cousins, I was 16 or 17.  Life goes on.  
I try to assure my cousins that things 
will change for the better.  I believe God 
is with us and the future will be brighter.  
That’s how we keep our morale up – 
even when we haven’t had dinner.  But 
sometimes we feel discouraged.  When 
you have to miss dinner simply because 
there’s no food, it’s very distressing.”
Alice Uwimpuhwe, an orphan running a household

“Today my life is full of pain ... but the good you did has given me back hope.”
Odette Mupenzi, whose jaw was blown off by a gunman during Rwanda's genocide.  Twelve years on, after three attempts at reconstructive surgery 
stalled due to lack of funding, she could not eat properly and had a potentially fatal infection.  The Aegis Trust took her to the UK for life-saving 
surgery, where her face is now being rebuilt.  There are many survivors who, like Odette, continue to suffer terribly today as a result of the genocide.
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Orphans from the Kimironko Orphan Village, Kigali.
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Anne-Marie survived rape by soldiers 
and Interahamwe militia members.  
Her husband was taken away and 
murdered and the youngest of her 
two children was killed in front of her.  
After the genocide, Anne-Marie 
learned that she was infected with 
HIV/AIDS.

A Gacaca trial takes place in Rwanda.
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Seated on a bed, a woman volunteer comforts a sick baby in the 
dormitory of a UNICEF-assisted Centre for unaccompanied children in 

the town of Nyamata.  Many women, who lost their own children in 
the genocide, help care for other orphaned children.
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“Only my son gives me 
the strength to live.  It is 
a miracle that I am still 
alive after ten years.  
If I can survive another 
two years, he will be a 
little older, and maybe 
he will have a chance in 
life; maybe he will not 
become a street child.”
Anne-Marie
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Trying to rebuild...

Trying to rebuild...

Widespread rape against 

civilians is a crime against 

humanity:

• Under International Law

• Under the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court

‘Lessons from Rwanda’ is a production of Aegis Trust for genocide prevention www.aegistrust.org 
(UK Registered Charity 1082856), in partnership with the United Nations Department of Public 
Information (UNDPI). 

The exhibition forms part of ‘Learning the lessons of the genocide in Rwanda’, an outreach 
programme established by UNDPI in accordance with the mandate provided by General Assembly 
resolution 60/225 of 23 December 2005.

This exhibition was made possible with the generous support of: 
Barbara Moran
Edmonds UK
The Pears Foundation
Three Generations 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


